Acts 8:25-40

Philip - the Lay Evangelist

Jorge Washington Leon is one of my favorite Ecu@thgpastors. We were visiting one day and | asked h
his work was going. With excitement he told aboata church plant in Tampala. One day he saddlddsip
mule and was on this way to visit one of his missiburches at Porvenir. As he rode along he caraddi in
the road. One way went to Porvenir and the oth@atopala. The old stubborn mule wanted to go tofaa
Jorge did not have any work in Tampala. He saigdieff the mule pulled him, beat him, and tried best to
coach the mule to go in the direction of Porvena.no avail he climbed on the mule and they headed
Tampala. As he rode along he prayed, "Lord, | doknow anyone in Tampala. | have no place to dtdg.not
know where to begin visiting in this community.drdt have any contacts. You lead me and bring noemact
to people whom you have chosen. Lord, | need aflastay this week, and a place to preach. Lgoday that
the first person | see will be open to renting mea@m and provide meals. Lord, everything is inryoands.
Use me for your glory."

When he arrived in Tampala the first person he asaa man sitting on his front porch. He introduced
himself as Misael. Jorge introduced himself and,sdiam an evangelical pastor and | came to yisitr town
and preach the Gospel of Jesus Christ. | needca pestay this week and a place to hold meetihgght."
Misael jumped to his feet and said, "l am believésten to H.C.J.B, the Voice of the Andes ane alay | put
my trust in Jesus Christ as my personal Savior.&gmu are welcome to stay here in my home and hold
evangelistic meetings here. | have been prayingdars that God would send someone to our towhdmeshe
Good News of Jesus Christ."

Jorge and Misael went out visiting Misael's frieardl neighbors. The first night his house was fdl a
twelve people made professions of faith in Chrsstheeir savior. Each night individuals placed theist in
Christ as the only means of salvation. By the drti@week thirty people made decisions for Charsd a new
preaching point had begun.

One man and an old stubborn mule were availab&obto be used for His glory. You could almost aay
ole mule will do when he is available to God.

God is looking for a man, a woman, a teen who midke themselves available to do His bidding. When
God invites us to join Him it will always causetaosstand back and say | saw God do it! It will lsydnd us. It
will be something that only God can do.

We see this in Acts chapter eight. Stephen hadjemsh murdered by religious leaders in Jerusalém. T
rabbi "Saul was in hearty agreement with putting to death. And on that day a great persecutiosearo
against the church in Jerusalem; and they weattered throughout the regions of Judea and $areacept
the apostles” (Acts 8:1, NASB95). Unless otherwisted all Scriptures are from New American Standard
Bible, 1995 Update.

Devout Jewish Christians buried the first Christiaartyr, Stephen (v. 2). "The blood of martyrshie seed
of the church," is a keen observation held dowaugh the centuries. Stephen's death marked tharbegiof
persecution against the Jerusalem church. F. EeBitaws the conclusion that "it was the Hellenisthe
church (the group in which Stephen had been a fpad® formed the main target of attack, and thatas
they for the most part who were compelled to ledareisalem (cf. 11:19f). From this time onward taeidalem
church appears to have consisted almost entiréifatfrews™ The Book of Acts, p. 174). This would appear to
be true at least until A.D. 135. When Emperor Haarebuilt Jerusalem as the Roman colony of Aelia
Capitolina, the church of Jerusalem was compleésatile Christians.



This scattering or dispersion brought about thelifuent of the promise in Acts 1:8. "You will rece
power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; amd shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, aradl in
Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest phe efirth” (Acts 1:8). Beginning with Acts 8:1etthurch
at Jerusalem is no long the center of attentiord @spersed His people among the gentiles. In faetchurch
is scattered to other areas.

G. Campbell. Morgan observed, "Whenever the Chisrdoverned from Jerusalem, or from Rome, or from
anywhere else other than Heaven, it is hinderechantpered and prevented from fulfilling the greatdtions
of its life" (Acts of the Apostles, p. 195).

Persecution spread the church like wildfire. It haen suggested that there were 25,000 Christians i
Jerusalem at the time of Stephen's death (H. GsHierSaul was dragging off men and women and maitti
them in jail. He was "ravaging the church." The €revord for ravaging denotes a brutal crueltys lused of
wild animals such as lions mangling a body. Tharigjve language is powerful. Saul laid waste tmgch
like a wild animal. He was trying his best to degtthe church. He dragged some away by force aptidee
handing them over to prison. It was something heigaed to do until God intervened and saved hiad ®
say there are people who hate the name of Jesualdhdt He stands for. Some are filled with theng kind of
"zeal" as Saul.

"Persecution never for a moment weakened theiraonsness of Christ or their loyalty to Him. .The one
thing persecution can never do for a true witnessg blur the vision of Christ or change the |dyadf the
witness to Him" (Morgan, p. 201).

Philip the Evangelist Experienced God at work in His life (Acts 8:4-8)

What was the response of the church to this petise@uDid they cower and go into hiding? Did theject
the name of Jesus? No, the persecution ignitedamgelistic fire. Luke, the physician and anciestdrian
tells us: "Therefore, those who had been scattessd about preaching the word" (Acts 8:4). This has
happened down through the history of the churcheM#&wverything is peaceful the church becomes carapta
When fires of persecution sweep over a land theathcomes alive and God uses it to His glory. "Ehwabo
had been scattered went about preaching the wbhay became heralds announcing the Good News o$ Jes
Christ. The word for "preachingéfaggelizo) is used five times in this chapter (vv. 4, 12, 25, 40). The word
means to bring or announce good news. It is theelimessage of salvation, the Messianic message of
sovereign saving grace. They proclaimed the messaggvation with full authority and power. Pensgon
scattered the church like seed blowing in the wifte word for "scattered” is used to dispersepto &
separate or scattered places. They were driveafaatvn, and everywhere they went they proclaimed a
heralds the gospel of Christ. Perhaps we in théedrtates need a little of this incentive in oay.d

God had a chosen man for a special witness.

God always has His man or woman whom He has chodes His witness. "Philip went down to the city of
Samaria and began proclaiming Christ to them" (8c%8. Philip was that man. He was available to Gtel
was one of the seven deacons we met in Acts GpRhé deacon was an evangelist. When a persongnake
himself available to God, God will take that personl fashion him and perfect him and equip thadqgeto
accomplish the task God has for him. All a persas to do is make himself available to God. He puill your
right where He wants you and equip you. When Gdld egperson to be His witness He will equip yod an
provide all that you need to accomplish that missiwhen God calls He equips and provides accoriirgjs
good pleasure.

"Jews have no dealings with Samaritans," wrote Jolinthe Christians do. Philip went to Samaria and
"began proclaiming Christ to them" (v. 5). He betapreach Jesus the Messiah, the anointed of &uatlkept
on at it. Saul was the instrument of persecutiom Hhilip was the witness to the Samaritans.



God has a prepared people for a prepared message.
Not only has God a prepared person to do the wdingdHe also has a prepared people to responeto th
message. God prepared a people to respond to'Philgssage.

"The crowds with one accord were giving attentionvhat was said by Philip, as they heard and saw th
signs which he was performing” (Acts 8:6). Philiprw about preaching and the audience kept on iingjen
eagerly to the things he said. Their mind was fedum it. They were spellbound by the Word of Gidue
multitudes were listening to the message declaydéhilip and they came to a saving faith in Chrlgte
church did not have the New Testament Scripturésistime so the "signs" or mighty works were ené
attesting "signs" confirming that the message tigednnounced was legitimate.

"For in the case of many who had unclean spitiesy tvere coming out of them shouting with a louttep
and many who had been paralyzed and lame werechéaid there was much rejoicing in that city" (A8t3-
8). The "unclean spirits'akathartos) are the unclean, impure vicious evil spirits.tBg power of God they
screamed and came out. This in contrast to Simemigic man we encounter in Acts 8:9-24. The hgatink
place by the power of the Person of the Holy Sguleay | remind you the Holy Spirit is a person, aat"it."
Simon's understanding of the Holy Spirit is likempan our day. They think of Him as a power, aneytivant
more power as if they can get more of the Holyi§pihe Holy Spirit is a divine person. He is Gétk is a
member of the holy Trinity: God the Father, God 8um, and God the Holy Spirit. It is important tinst
clearly understand that we cannot get more of Hhm that He might get more of us, and use of taRdiher's
glory. Philip did mighty signs because the Holyrgpvas in control of His ministry.

Literally, that city was graced because of the phheag of the gospel. You want to clean up a citgttis the
way to do it. | have watched for fifty years whaippens when people hear the gospel and respotwd to i
message. Lives get cleaned up as a result of ppagiag their faith in Christ. Quichuas in Ecuadayuld
drink up every dime they made during the week dnuaken rage on Saturday, and unfit to work on Mond
In their drunkenness they would beat their wived emldren. | have seen on many occasions womekinggl
along a highway almost dragging their drunken hodbdome. Then the gospel came and lives were edang
Instead of drinking they built homes, purchasedi)amd educated their children. The love of Goderead
difference in their lives. They were healed.

"When they believed Philip preaching the good natasut the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus
Christ, they were being baptized, men and womdse'a{iActs 8:12). This was a crucial moment in the
expansion of the Gospel out from Jerusalem to tigs ef the earth. Samaria becomes a new centérdor
Gospel to radiate outward. There is the fresh auipg of the Holy Spirit and incorporation of thesew
believers in the body of Christ.

This new work of evangelism and church plantingeneed special assurance that they were fully
incorporated into the church just like the belisvier Jerusalem. The confirmation of this assuraves when
they experienced the signs when John and Petgedram Jerusalem. In verses 14-17 the regenerafitire
Holy Spirit and faith are not in view. That hadealdy taken place as recorded in v. 12. This waseadf new
beginning in a new geographical area fulfilling ireat commission in Acts 1:8. The reception oftioty
Spirit was attended by external manifestationslaimid Acts 2. Here was the confirmation that tesv work
among the Samaritans was by the hand of God. lawegitimate new ministry fulfilling God's promisé will
happen again when the Gentile ministry is commeimcddts 10 in the home of Cornelius.

G. W. H. Lampe notes, "The imposition of hand$entprimarily a token of fellowship and solidarittyis
only secondarily an effective symbol of the giftthé Spirit; it becomes such a symbol solely inugrof being
a sign of incorporation into the Church of the &p{iThe Seal of the Spirit, p. 70).

"If confirmation by an apostle were necessary ler teception of the Spirit, we should have expetddohd
further references to so important a matter inNbes Testament. . . . In other places in Acts, tbere is no
suggestion that apostolic hands were laid on casbefore they received the Spirit. Nothing is ssbhdut that
being done to the Pentecostal believers in Cha the Ethiopian chamberlain towards the end of& ko the
household of Cornelius in Ch. 10 or to the Philgspjailor's household in Ch. 16." The only excepi®



possibly the Ephesian disciples in Ch. 19. "In gah& seems to be assumed in the New Testamantibse
who believe are baptized have also the Spirit ad.@&j. Rom. 5:5; 8:9-11; 1 cor. 6:19; 12:3-13; Ep.3;
4:30)" (F. F. BruceActs, p. 182).

It is interesting that Philip is the only persorthe New Testament who is actually called an evisstgécts
21:8). The "evangelist" is one who brings good neuesis a herald of salvation, the bearer of goads He
was a layman and a deacon (Acts 6:5) in the Jemmsehurch. Some of the most winsome and effective
evangelists | have ever met are laymen. They jasterthemselves available to the Lord, and share His
sovereign grace. God chooses and brings togethemie love Christ for our evangelism teams and we g
door to door sharing Christ.

The apostle Peter and John went down to Samammastigate what was happening when they heard the
Samaritans were coming to Christ. The apostlesrspdwve regarded it their duty to exercise supamnw over
the progress of the gospel. "So, when they hadrsdietestified and spoken the word of the Lordyte&arted
back to Jerusalem, and were preaching the gospehty villages of the Samaritans" (Acts 8:25). Gad a
prepared people to hear prepared preachers.

God has a prepared people to respond to your gitnes

God puts us in the right place at the right time.

God led me to the rural town of Zapotillo, Hondurasent searching for a place to take a medicatale
evangelism team in 2003. After travelling all degalv a sign along a winding dirt road that poirtted school.
When | got to the school it was a two room schoitth Wwvo teachers. | was greeted with this vivacitalkative
teacher who became animated when she inquiredthisagriengo was doing at her school. | was lookorga
school with 10 to 12 class rooms to use for a n@déam. She got even more excited with all fourdsa
moving as she talked. "You just have to come tasohool. We have great needs in our community.ldl her
my team was too big for her small school. "Then liaue to go to Zapotillo and talk to my mother vi§o
director of the elementary school there. She watkawith you." I did, and when | left Zapotillo thafternoon |
had the sense that this was where God was at Wrikk a medical-dental-evangelism team later yleatr to
Zapotillo. The next year | began teaching semimaatgnsion classes at Danli, Honduras, and madp arte
afternoon out to Zapotillo to visit the mother atalighter teachers. Sitting on their front porcly ttedd me,
"See that piece of land across the street. We av&atptist church here in Zapotillo preaching thmasa
message you preached when the medical dental tearhaeve." | saw God do it. | challenged my studenmts
visit Zapotillo and begin a preaching point therater, | took two more medical dental evangelisamnts there
to follow-up on the witnessing. Then the Lord paed funds for a building, a parsonage and the work
continues to this day with a strong church witneg4$o the community. | can stand back and say |Gad do
it. He opened the door for a witness to the pewgplem He had prepared to receive the message. @pdnes
His people for a prepared people who will respanthé gospel. Are you that person?

Philip the Evangelist Shared the Gospel with an Ethiopian (Acts 8:26-29)

God prepared the lay evangelist Philip to sharegtispel with a foreign dignitary who was visiting
Jerusalem. This gets exciting because this is the®od works. This is the normal Christian life.98tve the
strong emphasis on the leading of the Holy Spirthis passage.

Philip heard God speaking.

He sensed the leading of the Holy Spirit and h&dgeto His inner witness. He simply made Himself
available to the Lord and obeyed. "An angel ofltbed spoke to Philip saying, '‘Get up and go soatthé road
that descends from Jerusalem to Gaza.' (This ésartiroad.) So he got up and went; and there was a
Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of Candace, quekthe Ethiopians, who was in charge of all measure;
and he had come to Jerusalem to worship" (Acts-87)6This Ethiopian man was an important man, the
treasurer of the Queen. He held an important, pioveosition in the government of Ethiopia. "Candawas a
hereditary title of the Ethiopian queens. He washarge of all of her treasure. The man had bedengsalem



to worship. He was probably a "god-fearer," a Gentho worshiped Israel's God, but had not becoffod a
convert or "proselyte."

Philip overcame the cultural and racial prejuditéhe Jewish people against Gentiles and eunudies. T
Gentile could only go so far in the temple couniti @s a eunuch he could not fully participate atgmple
worship (Deut. 23:1). Christianity removed thisrrjust as the Old Testament prophets foretdd.(56:3-7;
1 Kings 8:41-43).

Every believer is being touched and protected lgeksnall the time. They are all about us minisigtimus
(Heb. 1:14; 13:2). Luke mentions angels in foucpkin Acts (Acts 7:30-38; 8:26; 12:7-10, 23).

What is God saying to you through His Word? "If ymave trouble hearing God speak, you are in troable
the very heart of your Christian experience," obseWilliam Blackaby.

Philip had the deep conviction that God was leatiingto go to a desert road. | can hear the prafeats
saying, "Wait, that is not good use of a churcnfads time. That is not the way we do it. Go wheeecrowds
are; there are no people in the desert. We havproven methods of church planting.” But it is Goaay.
Find out where God is at work, and get in the neduflit. He is sovereign, and He knows what Heoisig, and
how He wants to do it. "I am the vine, you arelth@nches; he who abides in Me and | in him, hesearch
fruit, for apart from Me you can do nothing" (Jobbr5). "For my thoughts are not your thoughts,hezitare
your ways my ways, declares the LORD" (Isaiah 5B8Y). There is something astounding about the swee
quiet whisper of God's voice. At that point we nmay understand everything completely, but our rasfmlity
is to obey Him.

| go into some congregations and the music is 8d that you cannot hear God speaking. They drown ou
the still small voice of God's Spirit. They have idea that the louder the music and the speakbe i®uder
God speaks. It is so loud you cannot hear thevdwfiper of God's voice. There is a lot of emotiout, no
Spirit. You cannot sense His peace, His presentteallithat noise.

Philip sensed the presence of God. The Spirit af Bbispered in his heart, "Go." "And he arose aedt
The imperfect tense in the Greek stresses the tanpoe that Philip was to get at once and keep arggverse
27 tells us there was prompt obedience to the cardma

Perhaps you are a single and you are afraid dbtieiness of going out to serve by yourself. Themeeno
desert roads when the Spirit of Christ is with ybvays. His angels accompany you and there is maliftess
in fellowship with Him.

God had a prepared man. He also had a prepareidréady to listen and believe the messenger.

The Ethiopian eunuch had been to Jerusalem to vpottsé LORD God, "and he was returning and sitting
his chariot, and was reading the prophet Isaialtty&:28). God had prepared his heart for the ngessée is
riding along reading out loud the Scriptures. Regdin the ancient times was almost always out loud.

There is the perfect preparation and perfect tinoifhihe Holy Spirit. "Then the Spirit said to PpiliGo up
and join this chariot™ (Acts 8:28-29). Philip isrsitive to the Holy Spirit and available.

Philip was ready to witness (Acts 8:30).

The adventure of the Spirit-filled life is muchaths ordinary, yet touched with the flame of Gqufssence.
The Holy Spirit directed Philip to approach the nrathe chariot. "Philip ran up and heard him regdsaiah
the prophet, and said, ‘Do you understand whaiayeuweading?" (Acts 8:30).

Philip took the initiative to share the good newdesus Christ. You can open the conversation kings
"Have you come to the place in your spiritual iifeere you know when you die you will go to heavehRRén
listen carefully to the response and give the pepenty of time to respond. Most of the time | #s&
guestion: "What is your personal relationship wigisus Christ?"

Depending on the response | will respond with tnggestion of Donald Barnhouse. "Let's suppose yed d
today and stood before the Lord God and He shakd/au, "Why should | let you into My heaven?' What
would you say? How would you answer Him?"



That is the best spiritual value clarifier | haweefound. What is your relationship with Jesusi§€RrUpon
what or upon whom are you placing you trust fovaabn?

Philip heard the man reading the Scriptures fraamats 53:7-8 and he asked a simple question, "Do you
understand what you are reading?" God was preptrengnan's heart by placing in his hands the vesythof
the gospel in the Old Testament. Isaiah 53 presksiss Christ as the suffering servant who cardeetfor our
sins.

God opened the heart of the Ethiopian (Acts 8:31-34).

The Ethiopian dignitary was honest. He said, ""Wadw could I, unless someone guides me?' And he
invited Philip to come up and sit with him" (Acts38). This is when witnessing is easy. | love ibd®pens the
doors. God prepares the hearts. God is at wottkanndividual. God's Word penetrates the mind &edheart.
God brings the man to a saving relationship witms#If. You can only stand back and say | saw Goit. do
You are only an instrument, a voice in the wildsse

"Now the passage of Scripture which he was readimgthis: 'He was led as a sheep to slaughter;aarad
lamb before its shearer is silent, So He does pehdlis mouth. In humiliation His judgment was talkeavay;
Who will relate His generation? For His life is rewed from the earth.' The eunuch answered Philjpsaid,
'Please tell me, of whom does the prophet say thig#mself or of someone else?" (Acts 8:32-34).

"Now the passage of Scripture” he was reading was the scroll of the prophet Isaiah. The scrolswa
made of papyrus leaves glued together to form atsrel each end was fastened to a stick. The reaulsd
simultaneously roll and unroll the ends to find fassage he wanted to read. The Ethiopian had lgsoba
purchased the entire text of Isaiah which was & gestly investment. He was reading the IsaiahHb8 eyes
were focused on verses seven and eight. The woddlithgs passage in Luke is exactly the same a&tkek
translation of the Old Testamei@eptuagint, LXX). We know Jesus Christ only through the Scriptuvés
would see Jesus! The great prophets spoke of tfexiag of Christ and the glories to follow (1 P&t11).
Everything Jesus did according to His messianisiamsis in terms of this prophecy.

"He was led as a sheep to slaughter” This passabisacontext is a messianic passage that clepagks
of the life and death of Jesus Christ. Jesus iSthfering Servant of Isaiah. Change the prononrsdiah
52:12-53:12 from first and second person to Clamst you have the full meaning of the passage. Ohas led
as a sheep to slaughter. Jesus was arrested@atden of Gethsemane and led to the house of ¢gfephiest
for trial. Jesus said He came "not to be servedtbgrs but to be a Servant, and to give His lifaressom for
many" (Mark 10:45).

"As a lamb before its shearer is silent” Jesus fdidopen His mouth.” He remained silent at thed {iatt.
26:60-63). Jesus was the Lamb of God who takes #weagin of the world (John 1:29, 36). He was witho
blemish and a perfect sacrificial sacrifice thadGoovided (1 Pet. 1:19). Only one individual dothirough
history fulfills the function of an animal thatsscrificed. He is Jesus. How can He suffer so ntiaimgs and
be counted as nothing unless He the Son of maisbéle Servant of Yahweh?

"In humiliation His judgment was taken away." WHy& was deprived of justice. The trial before Pilztel
Herod was unjust. The humble silent lamb was daedfat Calvary.

"Who will relate His generation? For his life iswmeved from the earth.” The NET translates: "Who can
describe his posterity? For His life was taken afvamn the earth." Who are the descendants of tlis™
However, Jesus' life came to an untimely end witli@scendants, or did it? Jesus said in John 1288 I, if
| am lifted up from the earth, will draw all menMyself* (John 12:32). Every born again believed@sus
Christ is one of His descendants. This humble pihioman has come to Jerusalem seeking the LORD God
and He has found Him in the person of His Son,s)€uist. Philip got out of the way and pointed hindesus
through the Word of God.

Patiently, silently, without resisting the Lamb®bd was led away to be crucified. "He [Jesus] weddike a
sheep to be slaughtered; and like a lamb thatrishdeefore the shearer, he [Jesus] does not opendtis
(NEB, the emphasis mine). Justice was denied J&segudgment was executed upon Jesus as our tsidsti



He rendered the full satisfaction and atonemenotorsins. All the claims against the righteousrg<sod
were satisfied in His atoning death. Jesus pafdlithe demands of a righteous God against theesin

If one of your friends or acquiesces asked youwlask that question how would you reply? Let's&ay
friend at work or a neighbor said to you: "You ah@ays going to church. What makes it so specidhy 46
you go?" How would you respond? Or if they ask, UNawe a religious person. | have watched you aadee
you treat your family and live. What makes you pecsal? What is it about you that makes you difi€?e
How would you respond? Or perhaps, "You know, | Wwaed the other night and | flipped though thencteds
and saw Billy Graham preaching and listened. Heethhbout death and heaven. How can | know for thate
heaven is real and God can save me?" What wouldgp®

God is at work in that person's heart. And you Eimald better have the right answer. Eternity depandit.

Philip preached Jesus to the Ethiopian (Acts 8:35).
"Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning frbim Scripture he preached Jesus to him" (Acts 8:35)
Philip clearly identified Jesus as the sufferingv@at of Isaiah.

Philip told the man about Jesus, and explainedntatinat Isaiah was speaking of the Lamb of God who
takes away the sins of the world. Christ was led siseep to slaughter. Jesus was the lamb besh#darer
who was silent. He did not open His mouth. In hiatidn His judgment was taken away. For His lifeswa
removed from the earth. Why? Why did this happedetus? The prophet Isaiah wrote 750 years bédfere t
coming of Christ: "But He [Jesus] was pierced tigto€or our transgressions, He [Jesus] was crusbreouir
iniquities; the chastening for our well-being fefion Him, and by His [Jesus] scourging we are lieai# of
us like sheep have gone astray, Each of us hasddorhis own way; But the Lord has caused thauityepf us
all To fall on Him [Jesus]" (Isaiah 53:5-6). Jesdsne took up our infirmities and carried our sars, and was
pierced for our transgressions, and crushed forroguities. The Lord laid on Him all of our sinedHe died
for us. "The wages of sin is death." Jesus diedleath.

Jesus died as your substitute. He bore the peoijtyur sins. He died in your place on the crosésid there
is salvation in no one else; for there is no ottene under heaven that has been given among mehitly we
must be saved" (Acts 4:12). "Believe on the LorslideChrist and you shall be saved.” "If you confeitis
your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your hbattGod raised Him from the dead, you will beexfv
(Romans 10:9). You can have that perfect peace@®aithand assurance of your salvation right now.
"Therefore, having been justified by faith, we haeace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ,ujno
whom also we have obtained our introduction byhfaito this grace in which we stand; and we exutidope
of the glory of God" (Romans 5:1-2).

Philip pleaded for a personal decision (Acts 8:36-39).

"As they went along the road they came to somenyatel the eunuch said, 'Look! Water! What prevents
me from being baptized?' And Philip said, 'If yalibve with all your heart, you may.' And he ansdeand
said, 'l believe that Jesus Christ is the Son af.G&nd he ordered the chariot to stop; and thek laent down
into the water, Philip as well as the eunuch, amtdptized him. When they came up out of the wéterSpirit
of the Lord snatched Philip away; and the eunuclonger saw him, but went on his way rejoicing” {f\c
8:36-39).

Remember, they are in the desert. Gaza was thevdaisting place before the desert on the road from
Jerusalem to Egypt. The Ethiopian put his trugieisus, and they arrive at a rare watering holedrdésert
precisely when the man is ready to be baptized.wdr& of the Holy Spirit is all over this passa@ad is at
work.

The unusual expression "Spirit of the Lord" suggdisé idea that both the Holy Spirit and the Lagus
removed Philip, and did it suddenly and miraculguBhilip was literally snatched away or taken adwgy
force harpazo). It was a sudden action. In some miraculous ad®bilip was taken bodily away and
transported to Ashdod. "Philip found himself at Am" The action of the Spirit reminds us of 2 Ksrij11
when Elijah was carried away. He preached the geods in all the cities along the way until at lastreached



Caesarea. He just kept on doing what God calleditido. He kept telling people about Jesus. Caasaas a
large Greek speaking city, and this seems to bpldee where Philip settled down and continued itaster.

The Holy Spirit is still conducting missions in tieame manner as revealed in Acts 8. The Holy Speitt
ahead of Philip preparing the lost man to receesud Christ. The Spirit of Christ commanded Hisaatrto
leave the multitudes in the city and go to a desetl where He had prepared a man to listen. Wieeopgens
the door, no man shuts it, and when He shuts tbe do man opens it. He still opens the doors,vainein we
enter the door He opens He has people ready ém lestd believe on Him.

The Ethiopian demonstrates implicit and immedidtedience to the words of Jesus. "Look, here isnvate
what hinders me from being baptized?" Because hevied on Jesus Christ as his Savior he wantethéy o
Him and be baptized by immersion in water. Baptis@ personal identification with Jesus Chrisis i
testimony before men that Jesus Christ is yourgoeisSavior. The person being baptized is bearigess of
everyone observing that he has believed on Jesiist @k his Savior.

Verse 37 is the Ethiopian's public confession sfriew faith in Jesus Christ. It probably reflebis t
Christian confession in the early church. "l bedi¢hat Jesus Christ is the Son of God."

Philip knew his Bible, the Old Testament. Can yaketyour Bible and share Jesus Christ with your los
friends. The whole Bible talks about Jesus in hbéhOld and the New Testaments. Begin right whaee t
inquirer or seeker is and preach Jesus. How diffitmust have been for those who read the Olddmeent to
understand the prophecy regarding the Sufferinge®eiof the LORD before Jesus came, but how sirapie
easy for us who have seen the One who fulfilleHaw easy it is to understand the prophecy nowithets
been fulfilled in the person and saving work ofu¥e€hrist. Our job is to go out and tell it. "Theg@ching of
the cross is to them that perish foolishness; htd us who are saved it is the power of God."

Did the water save the Ethiopian eunuch? No. Dedadptism by immersion save him? No. Did church
membership save him? No. Jesus did, and Jesus dkswes said to his disciple Thomas, "I am the aag,the
truth, and the life; no one comes to the Fathethmaugh Me" (John 14:6).

"Therefore everyone who confesses Me before meiil &lso confess him before My Father who is in
heaven. But whoever denies Me before men, | wslb @aleny him before My Father who is in heaven" (Naw
10:32-33).

What is your personal relationship with Jesus @hilisHe were to ask you why He should let you iHig
heaven how would you answer?

One final word: Responsibility is written all oviéris chapter. I'T Christ is hindered, it is because some
Philip isnot willing to go!" (Morgan, p. 219).
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