Acts 2:22-36 Psdm 16:8-11 Christ is Alive
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Psalm 16:8-11; Acts 2:22-36

CHRIST ISALIVE!

"HeisAlivel HeisAlive! Jesus of Nazareth isalive!"

Women were the first to see Jesus of Nazareth alive after his death by crucifixion. Early on the
first Easter morning they arrived at the tomb to continue the burial process used by the Jewish
people of thefirst century. They did not embalm Jesus as we do today. They wrapped His body
with long bands of linen cloth sprinkling aromatic spicesin the layers asthey wrapped it. These
women arrived at the tomb and found it empty and ran to tell the disciples of Jesus. The plain
truth isno one would believe that Jesus was alive until he saw Him with his own eyes. No onewas
expecting Him to be alive. They went expecting to find a dead man, a corpse, in the tomb.

"Jesus first appeared to Mary Magdal ene, from whom He had cast out seven demons.”
When she recognized Jesus she reached out and grabbed Him. Jesus said to Mary, "Stop
clinging to Me; for | have not ascended to the Father; but go and tell My brethren, and say
to them, 'l ascend to My Father and your Father, and My God and your God" (John 20:11—
17). Shewent and announced it to the disciples saying, "l have seenthe Lord" (v. 18). Mary
ran and told the disciplesand "they refused to believeit" (Mark 16:9-11). "These words
appeared to them as nonsense, and they would not believe them" (Luke 24:11).

Jesus greeted other women who had arrived soon after Mary Magdalene. "And they came
up and took hold of Hisfeet and worshipped Him." Jesus said to them, "Do not be afraid; go
and takeword to My brethren to leave for Galilee, and there they shall see Me" (Matthew
28:9-10).

L ate in the afternoon two of the disciples were walking to the town of Emaus discussing the
events of the weekend. Their hopes were dashed to pieces because of the death of Jesus. A
stranger joined them as they walked. They invited Him in for ameal. As Jesus broke the
bread and blessed it "their eyes were opened and they recognized Him; and He vanished
from their sight." They hurried back to Jerusalem and went to the house where the eleven
disciples were staying and told them their experience how they recognized Him. The
disciples aso told them, "The Lord hasreally risen, and has appeared to Simon."

While the two travel ers were rel ating the story how they recognized Him in the breaking the
bread, "Jesus came and stood in their midst and said to them, 'Peace with you." "He showed
them both His hands and His side”" (John 20:19-20). They were "startled and frightened.”
Jesus said, "See My handsand My feet, that it is| Myself; touch Me and see, for a spirit
does not have flesh and bones as you seethat | have." Jesus showed them His hands and His
feet. They gave Him a piece of boiled fish and Hetook it and ate it in their sight (Luke
24:33-43).

Another disciple Thomaswas not present that night. He refused to believe until he saw the
feet and the hands of his crucified Lord. "Unless| see in His hands the imprint of the nails,
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feet and the hands of his crucified Lord. "Unless| see in His hands the imprint of the nails,
and put my finger into the place of the nails, and put my hand into Hisside, | will not
believe." With that attitude, Jesus let Thomas wait eight days. "After eight daysagain His
disciples wereinside a closed room, and Thomas with them. Jesus came, the doors having
been shut, and stood in their midst, and said, 'Peace be with you.' Then He said to Thomas,
'Reach here your finger, and see My hands; and reach here your hand, and put it into My
side; and be not unbelieving, but believing.' Thomas answered and said to Him, My Lord
and my God!"' (John 20:24-29).

» Therewas an occasion when all of the disciples were fishing on the Sea of Tiberias. Jesus
after Hewas risen from the dead appeared one morning and taught the disciples (John 21).

» On separate occasions, Jesus appeared to Peter, to His half brother James, and to more than
500 people at one time, most who were still alive when Paul wrote hisletter to the
Corinthians. Paul then saysthat he saw the resurrected body of Jesus when Jesus appeared
to him on the road to Damascus. Paul saw areal resurrected and glorified body.

» In Galilee Jesus again appeared to the eleven, "and when they saw Him, they worshipped
Him." Jesus then commissioned them to be Hiswitnessesto al nations. "And after He said
these things, He was lifted up while they were looking on, and a cloud received Him out of
their sight." They were gazing intently into the sky while He was departing.

R. W. Dale, pastor of Carr's Chapel in London, while studying these great
passages of Scripture rose from hisdesk and began to pace back and forthiin
his study shouting out loud, "He's alive! He'salive! Jesusisalivel O, | want
my peopleto know Heisalive!"

For forty days, Jesus demonstrated Himself alive in Galilee and Judea and
Jerusalem. Ten days later something astounding happened in an upper room
in Jerusalem not far from the Temple. There was a sound like aviolent,
rushing wind that filled the house. There was no wind. It was just the sound
like atornado that they heard. Tongues like fire were distributing itself on
them and resting on each one of them. The Holy Spirit filled them and they
spoke spontaneously in other languages they had never learned. The sound
brought peoplein Jerusalem out into the streets. The people heard the 120
speaking in their native dialects the mighty deeds of God (Acts 2). Some of
the rabble mocked them thinking they had drunk too much sweet wine. Then
Peter stood and preached his greatest sermon. He explained that what was
happening was the fulfillment of the prophecy of the Hebrew prophet Joel.
Then hetold them about Jesus.

GOD APPROVED THE LIFE OF JESUS (2:22)
Jesuswasaman " approved of God."

With boldness Peter says, "Men of Isragl, listen to these words: Jesusthe
Nazarene, aman attested to you by God with miracles and wonders and signs
which God performed through Him in your midst, just as you yourselves
know" (Acts 2:22).
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know" (Acts 2:22).

If what Peter said that day was not true, hislisteners would have been ready to
contradict and correct him. They would have put him to shame if he were not
able to prove what he said.

Hetells us about Jesus of Nazareth. He was areal man. Hewas not a
superman, nor a phantom. He was a normal man, authenticated and approved
by God to be what God wanted in man.

God authenticated Jesus by performing through Him " miracles, wonders
and signs.”

Journey through the Gospels and you see Jesus changing water to wine,
saying "Peace be still" and calming the winds and the waves on alake. Y ou
see Him multiplying loaves of bread and fish and feeding 5,000 men. Watch
Him casting out demons and raising the dead. God was at work in Jesus
authenticating Him. The word "attested" (NASB), or "accredited,” (NIV),
"approved” inthe KJV suggest the idea of demonstration, appointment,
accreditation. Jesus did these things by the power of God that resided in Him.
Hereis God at work in Him.

GOD APPROVED THE DEATH OF JESUS (2:23)
You murdered Him.

Peter continues "this Man, delivered up by the predetermined plan and foreknowl edge of God,
you nailed to a cross by the hands of godless men and put Him to death” (v. 23).

The Roman executioner certified Jesus dead. Mark informs us Pilate refused to give the body up
until he was certified dead by the Centurion (Mark 15:44-47). The Jewish religious |eaders used
the Roman Gentiles to kill Jesus.

Inthe March 21, 1986, issue of JAMA, the Journal of the American Medical Association had an
articleon "The Physical Death of Jesus Christ." The article concluded:

"Thusit remains unsettled whether Jesus died of cardiac rupture, or of cardiorespiratory failure,
however the important feature may not be how he died, but whether he died. Clearly the weight of
historical and medical evidence indicates that Jesus was dead before the wound to his sidewas
inflicted, and supports the traditional view that the spear thrust between hisright ribs probably
perforated not only the right lung but al so the pericardium and the heart, and thereby insured his
death. Accordingly interpretations based upon the assumption that Jesus did not die on the cross
appear to be at odds with modern medical knowledge.”

Jesuswas" delivered up by the predetermined plan and foreknowledge of God."
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The death of Jesuswas part of the eternal plan of God for our redemption. It was the will of God.
The cross was no accident in the plan of God. It was an essential event, programmed by God the
Father before the beginning of time. Sin could be dealt with only by the death of Jesus.

Romans 6:23 tells us: "For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal lifein
Christ Jesus our Lord." Y es, you say, but Jesus was not asinner! Thisis the reason why Jesus
went to the cross. "For while we were still helpless, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly.
For onewill hardly diefor arighteous man; though perhapsfor the good man someone would
dare even to die. But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners,
Christ died for us" (Romans 5:6-8). Hebrews 9:22, "with out the shedding of blood thereisno
forgiveness." The Apostle Paul remindsus, "He (God) made Him (Jesus) who knew no sinto be
sin on our behalf, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him" (11 Corinthians 5:21).

GOD RAISED JESUS FROM THE DEAD (2:24-35)
" God raised himup again” (v. 24a).

Only the resurrection power of God can raise the dead. Jesusrose from thedead in al the fullness
and vitality of His person.

God released Him from death's agony. He "put an end to the agony of death."
I mpossible for death to hold Him in its power (v. 24b)

"God raised Him up again, putting an end to the agony of death, since it was impossible for Him
to be held in its power" (v. 24).

Theimagery isthat of ahunter catching and binding his victims with nooses and cords. Christ
broke the cords of death. Herose victoriously from the grave.

At lest 3,000 people were listening to Peter give witness to the resurrection of Jesus Christ. Not a
single voice wasraised in protest to what he was saying. Remember that it has been only 50 days
since these people had seen Jesus of Nazareth crucified in thiscity. Not asingle person
challenged Peter'stestimony. They knew the tomb was empty. They knew the authorities could
not produce the body of Jesus. They had heard the rumors that Jesus had appeared alive before
groups of people. Now they stand in mute silence asthey listen to the testimony of one of those
eyewitnesses.

Peter quotes Psalm 16.
Peter quotes king David'swordsin Psalm 16:8-11 in Acts 2:25-28.

"For David saysof Him, 'l WAS ALWAY SBEHOLDING THE LORD IN MY PRESENCE;
FORHEISAT MY RIGHT HAND, THAT | MAY NOT BE SHAKEN.' THEREFORE MY
HEART WAS GLAD AND MY TONGUE EXULTED; MOREOVER MY FLESH ALSO WILL
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HEART WAS GLAD AND MY TONGUE EXULTED; MOREOVERMY FLESH ALSOWILL
ABIDE IN HOPE; BECAUSE THOU WILT NOT ABANDON MY SOUL TOHADES, NOR
ALLOW THY HOLY ONE TO UNDERGO DECAY. 'THOU HAST MADE KNOWN TOME
THEWAYSOF LIFE; THOU WILT MAKE ME FULL OF GLADNESSWITH THY
PRESENCE."

Peter makesit very clear that David was not referring to himself. "Brethren, | may confidently
say to you regarding the patriarch David that he both died and was buried, and histomb iswith us
to thisday" (v. 29). These words of David cannot possibly refer to David, for hedied and his
tombisin Jerusalem. Israel's great king was a prophet and was referring to one greater than
David. Only in the resurrection of Jesus can these words be fulfilled. David foresaw Jesus as
saying, "I saw the Lord aways before me, for heisat my right hand that I may not be shaken." He
lived Hislife continually in dependence on the power and authority of HisFather. In Psalm 16:8
theideais"| am keeping Him always before my mind'seye.”

The indispensabl e thing Peter saysis the resurrection was absol utely essential in view of thekind
of lifeJesuslived. Verse 25 tells us how helived. "I was always beholding the Lord in my
presence; for Heis at my right hand, that | may not be shaken." In verse 26, we have the results.
"Therefore my heart was glad and my tongue exulted; moreover my flesh also will abide in hope;
because Thou wilt not abandon my soul to Hades, nor allow Thy Holy One to undergo decay."
Death could have no power over Jesus because of the kind of life He lived.

Only the Lord Jesus has ever been able to say that in the sensein which He said it. He was sinless.
No angel islike Him. No man islike him. Heisthe sovereign Lord. He was tempted as other
men, but without falling. There was perfect fellowship between God the Father and Jesus of
Nazareth until the moment He cried out from the cross, "My God, My God, Why hast Thou
forsaken Me?" In that moment, the perfect intimacy was broken. Until then Jesus could say, "
was always beholding the Lord in my presence; for Heis at my right hand, that I may not be
shaken."

Peter did not quote the exact words of the Psalm in the Hebrew. However, he did not alter the
sense or meaning of the Psalm. Peter quotes the Septuagint (L XX) or Greek translation of the
Hebrew Psalm.

David's" hope" isin theresurrection.

Verse 27 says "because Thou wilt not abandon my soul to Hades, nor allow Thy Holy Oneto
undergo decay." "Hell" in the King James Version translates aword that denotes "Hades." It is
literally, "the unseen world." Hereit refers either to death itself or to the abode of the dead.
Goodspeed trandatesit "death," and Moffatt and the NIV trandlate "the grave." Theword isnot
Gehenna, whichisalwaystrandated "hell" in the New Testament. It is the place of eternal
separation from God and eternal punishment.

Peter is quoting David in Psalm 16:10. "For Thou wilt not abandon my soul to Sheol; Neither wilt
Thou alow Thy Holy Oneto undergo decay." Thereis no greater power than the relationship that
binds David to the LORD God. He has his hand upon David and will not let him go. Davidis
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