
  

Colossians 1:1-4 

Christ Our Life 

The baptism of the believer is a beautiful picture of our new relationship with Christ. We have become identified with Him. We who were “dead 
in trespasses and sins”  were co-crucified with Christ, co-buried with Him, co-resurrected with Him and are now seated with Him in the heavenly 
places. Our old life was buried, and we are now alive in Christ. The ordinance of baptism portrays that change in the believer when he put his faith 
in Christ and was born again. We are new creatures in Christ Jesus. We who were dead in our trespasses and sins are now alive.   

The apostle Paul wrote: "having been buried with Him in baptism, in which you were also raised up with Him through faith in the working of 
God, who raised Him from the dead" (Colossians 2:12, NASB95). "Therefore we have been buried with Him through baptism into death, so that 
as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life. . . . Now if we have died with Christ, 
we believe that we shall also live with Him" (Romans 6:4, 8, NASB95)  

 Baptism is a definite action we take to identify ourselves with Jesus Christ. It is the declaration to a watching world that we are declaring that 
something has already taken place in our lives. We are stating to witnesses that we have united ourselves with Christ and that we too died and rose 
again with Him. We die to the old life and old sins with its guilt. We rise to new life in Christ. Baptism is a beautiful picture of what Christ did for 
us on the cross and His resurrection, and what He has already done in our lives spiritually.  
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 The Christian “died”  with Christ and there has taken place a break with our past. 

We are “ raised”  with Christ. We put our faith in Jesus Christ and have been spiritually resurrected. This 
took place the moment we believed on Christ as our personal Savior.  

We will one day “appear”  with Christ in glory because we are already “seated with Him in the heavenly 
places in Christ Jesus.” This is our blessed hope and it gives us assurance to live for Christ every day.  

Baptism symbolically pictures our vital union with Christ. With Him we are buried, raised and 
appearing.  

Christ is our source of eternal life. In the words of the apostle Paul, Christ is our life.  

The apostle Paul wrote in Colossians 1:1-4 about this new change in our lives. "Therefore if you have 
been raised up with Christ, keep seeking the things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of 
God. Set your mind on the things above, not on the things that are on earth. For you have died and your 
life is hidden with Christ in God. When Christ, who is our life, is revealed, then you also will be 
revealed with Him in glory" (Colossians 3:1-4, NASB).   

We have a new relationship with Christ Jesus and a new position before God. We have already had a 
spiritual resurrection, and one day when Christ returns we are going to have a new resurrection body! 
Referring to our spiritual resurrection Jesus said: “Truly, truly, I say to you, an hour is coming and now 
is, when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God, and those who hear will live" (John 5:25, 
NASB95). Then He went on to speak of our future resurrection: “Do not marvel at this; for an hour is 
coming, in which all who are in the tombs will hear His voice" (John 5:28, NASB95).   

The apostle Paul declares “you have been raised up with Christ”  in the past, “ your life is hidden with 
Christ in God”  now, and “you also will be revealed with Him in glory”  in the future.   

 Our new identification with Christ is expressed in the preposition “with” :  

“Dead”  with Christ. 

“Buried”  with Christ.  

“Made alive” with Christ.  

“Risen” with Christ.  

“Hidden”  with Christ.  

“Appear”  with Christ.  
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We have a new relationship with God based upon our relationship with Christ. Did Christ die? So did we by our identification with Him. Was He 
buried? So are we, together with Him. All of our past with its sins and guilt are gone. Was He raised from the dead? So are we. Has He ascended 
to heaven? So have we. Is He now hidden and invisible? Yes, we cannot see Him with our naked human eye. Nor can the world see our spiritual 
life hidden in Christ. Will Christ appear in glory? Yes, and so will we. One day this hidden life in Christ will be made visible for the entire world 
to see. He will appear in glory, and we will be with Him. All of these realities that we observe objectively in Christ we have subjectively in our 
vital union with Christ. This new life for the time being is hidden with Christ, but will one day be unveiled in all of its glory with Him. “Your life 
is hidden with Christ in God,”  writes the apostle Paul. In fact, “Your life has been and as a result remains hidden with Christ in God.”   

WE HAVE A NEW POSITION WITH CHRIST 

The apostle Paul stresses the fact that we have a new position before the LORD God through Jesus Christ.  

You have died with Christ.  

The apostle Paul had already told the Christians in Colossians 2:20, “ If you have died with Christ . . .”  or better “Since you have died with Christ.”  
You could translate it, “ In view of the fact that you have died with Christ.”  The word “ if”  in our English translations is not intended to express 
doubt or uncertainty, but a reality. Since or because you died with Christ is the reality of every born again believer in Christ Jesus. This is a fact in 
the life of the believer. A break with the past has taken place. Christians are dead to sin in Christ. Paul is pointing to a moment in time when the 
individual turns from his unbelief and puts his trust in Christ. It is referring to his conversion.  

The death of the believer with Christ is a death to the law, sin, and guilt. "For the death that He died, He died to sin once for all; but the life that 
He lives, He lives to God" (Romans 6:10, NASB95).  

The Bible tells us we have all come short of the glory of God and “ the wages of sin is death” (Rom. 3:23; 6:23). “The soul that sins will surely 
die.”  However, Jesus Christ went to the cross and died in our place as our substitute. He paid the debt in full on our behalf (Rom. 5:6, 8). We 
receive eternal benefits of that death on our behalf when we put our faith in Jesus Christ as our Savior. Not only has a break with the past taken 
place, but Paul says a change has taken place, and there is also newness of life.  

Dying with Christ describes one characteristic of what God does for us at conversion. To become a Christian is to die with Christ. Just as physical 
death marks the end of a person’s earthly life, so dying with Christ is the passing on spiritually to a new existence in which the power of sin and 
death are broken. It is the end of death in trespasses and sins and the beginning of eternal life in Christ Jesus.  

Paul is not teaching annihilation of our old nature. He is not saying it has ceased to exist. The evil nature is not eradiated; it will be with us until 
we die physically (1 John 1:8). He declares that the believer has a new principle operating in him. He has a new mindset and new spiritual power 
operating in him. His attitude toward the flesh and his old nature has changed. The power of our old nature is broken. The believer no longer has 
to yield to these desires. He has a choice of yielding to the old nature or the new man.  

The power of indwelling sin is broken by the believer’s identification with Christ in His death and resurrection. As a result, he has received a new 
nature produced within him by the work of the Holy Spirit.  

You are raised with Christ.  

Paul uses the same expression in Colossians 3:1. “ If then you have been raised up with Christ . . .”  (v. 1). Paul is boldly walking around on the 
other side of the grave with Christ! “Since you have been raised up with Christ”  pictures the positive side of our vital union with Christ. The 
condition “ if”  in English in this verse should not imply uncertainty here. It is a fulfilled condition. The idea is “since”  you are a believer. Since 
you were raised together with Christ makes plain our vital union with Christ.  

The Christian baptism by immersion is a beautiful reminder of the reality that when Christ was raised from the dead we were raised with Him.  

Alexander Maclaren said, “There is only one thing that will put the collar on the neck of the animal within us, and that is the power of the 
indwelling Christ.”   

The Christian is dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.  

We have the resurrection power dwelling in us. The Christian is raised with Christ and shares Christ’ s new life. He shares the triumphant victories 
of the resurrection life.  

These words remind us of Ephesians 2:5-6. "Even when we were dead in our transgressions, [God] made us alive together with Christ (by grace 
you have been saved), and raised us up with Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus."   

No dead person can resurrect himself. If a dead person is resurrected from the dead, it must be done for him. Similarly, a person who is dead in 
sins cannot resurrect himself. God must do it for him. I see a lot of people trying to resuscitate themselves, and it is impossible. Eternal life is a 
free gift of God to sinners who come God’s way and trust in Jesus Christ alone to raise the dead. Conversion, spiritual birth, regeneration, spiritual 
resurrection is an act of God. No man can do it.  

God alone raises the dead. God alone can give a man dead in trespasses and sins a new realm of spiritual life.  

Have you been born again? Have you experienced a spiritual birth and been spiritually regenerated? If so, then Paul ’s statement is a fact about 
your spiritual life.  
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“Since you have been raised up with Christ”  is a truth about the believer. Remember you are alive in Christ. A change has taken place in your 
heart. You are a new creation, made new in Christ Jesus by the Holy Spirit.  

Paul writes, “ If you have been raised up with Christ”  meaning “ to raise up together.”  We have been co-resurrected with Christ. The Christian has 
not only died with Christ but also has been raised with Him. Along with Christ he has already been raised from the dead! The resurrection of 
Christ is a picture of what happens to a person in conversion. Christ was raised from the dead to live a new realm of existence, and the believer is 
raised by the power of God to a new kind of life. The believer in Christ has been raised from the dead spiritually. He now has eternal life.  

The apostle Paul is assuming his readers are Christians, and this truth is a reality in their lives. “ If then, as is the case, you were raised together 
with Christ”  is a wonderful fact about every believer. We have a new relationship with God as a result of what Christ did for us.  

We have a vital union with Christ.  

We have a vital union with Christ Jesus. Christ is so joined to the believer that we have been raised with Him. “You died, and your life is now hid 
with Christ.”  Christ is our life. We now possess within us the resurrection life. “For you have died and your life is hidden with Christ in God”  (v. 
3).  

The resurrection life is your life. It is from this position that we live the Christian life.  

“ If then you have been raised with Christ, keep seeking the things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God”  (v.1).  

Where is Christ? He is in heaven. He is “seated at the right hand of God.”  He is not buried in a grave somewhere in Israel. He is alive. He is where 
His heavenly Father is right now. Christ is the sovereign King, seated, and therefore entrusted with all power in heaven and on earth. The “ right 
hand”  was considered a place of honor in the first century. Christ “must reign until He has put all His enemies under His feet" (1 Corinthians 
15:25, NASB95).   

Christ is in heaven reigning as the sovereign of the universe. Paul says, “Therefore if you have been raised up with Christ, keep seeking the things 
above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God”  (Colossians 3:1). The Psalmist David wrote of Him saying: “The Lord says to my Lord: 
‘Sit at My right hand until I make Your enemies a footstool for Your feet’ ”  (Psalm 110:1, NASB95). The enthronement of Christ has already 
taken place. He is the exalted King (Phil. 2:8-11). He has been elevated to the most exalted sovereignty over the universe. He touches every corner 
of the universe with His holy presence.   

The ascension of Christ is taught in every area of the New Testament (Luke 24:50-53; Acts 2:33-35; 5:31; 7:55-56; Rom. 8:34; Eph. 1:20; Heb. 
1:3, 13; 8:1; 10:12; 12:2; 1 Pet. 3:22; Rev. 3:21).  

Because our citizenship is in heaven with Him, our interests are now centered in Him. We must pursue those interests that belong to the heavenly 
kingdom where Christ reigns. His interests should now be our interests. Our pursuit must now be those things that occupy Him. Our mind, desires, 
goals and attitudes should be characterized by our vital union with Christ. We should be interested in those things in which He is interested.  

Where are you? “Hidden with Christ in God” !  

We now belong to the heavenly realm. Yes, we still live here on the earth. But “our citizenship is now in heaven, from which also we eagerly wait 
for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ”  (Philippians 3:20). I travel a lot, so I keep my United States passport with my travel documents so I can 
readily refer to them when needed. Wherever I go I am reminded that I am a United States citizen.  I have proof of who I am and my citizenship. 
The apostle Paul tells us we are citizens of heaven. We live here on the earth, in a foreign country, but our citizenship and permanent residence is 
in heaven. If you are a Christian, you are a non-immigrant and an illegal alien here on the earth. Your citizenship is in heaven.  

“You have died and your life is hidden with Christ in God”  (Colossians 3:3). Don’ t tell me the believer is not secure in Christ. Don’ t tell me you 
can’ t live the Christian life. It is not I; it is Christ. “ I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the 
life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me" (Galatians 2:20, NASB95).   

The believer now has no life of his own. It belongs to Christ. Christ is his life. “ If Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, yet the 
spirit is alive because of righteousness”  (Romans 8:10, NASB95). Your life is the life of Christ. You possess the resurrection life today. It is 
eternal life. Those who have been raised up with Christ possess it today, here and now. We enjoy eternal life today.  

With this new relationship comes a new responsibility.  

WE HAVE A NEW RESPONSIBILITY WITH CHRIST  

So what does all of this mean for you and me? It means that since we have shared in the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, our wellbeing is 
now centered in Him. Christ is our life.  

Paul’ s logic is very simple: You died with Christ and have been raised up with Him, and now He is your life. Your life is intimately coupled with 
His.  

It is from this relationship with Him that we are empowered to live the Christian life as exiles here on the earth.  

Keep your focus on Christ.  

Our spiritual growth does not happen automatically. Just as we made a decision to choose Christ as our Savior, we also chose a wholly different 
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