Deuteronomy 33:27
Where is God When | Need Him?

When crisis hits your personal life how do you mspto God's sovereignty? How do you transfer the
intellectual sense of God's power and presenceht@ractical, emotional reality of this natioaald personal
crisis? Where is God when | need Him?

WHERE IS GOD WHEN | NEED HIM MOST?

We don't have to turn far in the Scriptures to faxamples of God's presence when His children have
needed Him most.

Where do you turn in terrorist attacks?

Amalekite terrorists raided David's camp at Ziklad Samuel 30:1-6. The terrorists overthrew tkaimp at
"Ziklag and burned it with fire, and they took captthe women and all who were in it, both smal gneat,
without killing anyone, and carried them off andniveheir way" (v. 1). David and his men arrivectamp and
"behold, it was burned with fire, and their wiveslaheir sons and their daughters had been taksivea(v.
3).

What did David and the men do? "Then David andomple who were with him lifted their voices and
wept until there was no strength in them to weep4j. They cried. They acknowledged and deeplytfair
emotions. The shock, fear, anger was acknowledgeddedt. The feelings were there and they were fEad
emotionally healthy person can acknowledge andlgexperience whatever emotions are there at argngi
moment if he so chooses.

David also "was greatly distressed because thelpsppke of stoning him, for all the people were
embittered, each one because of his sons and inghtdas. . ." (v. 6). Where do you turn when yaai iartotal
helplessness? It is a humbling experience to bz do not have the inner resources, all humgnhees
turned against you, and only God can be turnedrtbédlp.

We have also been reminded these days that theittaterrorism has only begun. It will continue far
long, long time. There will be many occasions whenwill need to turn to the only One who can gigeHis
strength in time of crisis.

David realized that only the LORD can be countednaiimes of total helplessness. "David strengtkene
himself in the LORD his God. . . David inquiredtbé LORD . . ." (vv. 6, 8).

George Macdonald once said, "We look upon God atastiand feeblest resource. We only go to Him
when we have nowhere to go. And then we learntbi®astorms of life have driven us, not upon thé&spbut
into the desired haven."

We do not strengthen ourselves in the LORD untilgive up all dependence on everything else, andree
forced to depend upon Him alone. As long as we trusther things, nothing but disappointment widime
upon us. Yet, for many people the thought of wgitipon God alone seems one of the most precahougst
we can do in our day. Is there not a natural teaglémreach out for something in addition to depegdipon
God? Is it not until everything else fails that npans his trust in God alone?

David came to the realization that only God was ldis friends were ready to desert and stone kienwas
as good as dead. Only God was left, just God. Dsivehgthened himself in Yahweh his God.

Our nation is double minded. Jesus Christ has een lall we want in America. We have wanted a great
many things besides or in addition to Him.



Where do you turn in your time of total helplessfe¥/here do you turn when everyone turns againg yo
The LORD God is always there when we most need Reenhaps, we have been looking in the wrong place.

Where do you turn in kidnappings?

Joseph was an arrogant teenager who was throw icidern by his brothers to await a decision that
ultimately led to his being sold into slavery inyptjby an Ishmaelite caravan. Do you think it wasyefor
Joseph to keep a positive attitude while in a stiglprison in Egypt? It was probably no easier tfarnyou and
me when financial disaster hits, you lose your jyaiyr marriage breaks up, and your teen is hookedrogs or
something worse. Where is God when you are kidréipgeeal terrorists, or an emotional or spiritual
kidnapping?

Where was God when | needed Him? Joseph lookedtiateyes of his brothers years later and saidf6As
you, you meant evil against majt God meant it for good in order to bring about trissent result, to preserve
many people alive" (Genesis 50:20).

Sometimes we have to face the worst crises inieeis Blone with God. Have you found that to be true
your life? In God's sovereign wisdom everything esrtogether to His glory even if we do not undemta
today. The word "why" can drive some of us to madnanless we turn to God's infinite love and wiscord
realize that this crisis does not change His alittoward us. He still loves us.

Where do you turn when there is no light at the @nthe tunnel? Where do you turn when it is ordyy
night and day, day and night, week after week, maiffter month, year after year? Where is God wloen y
need Him most? He is there. "God meant it for gomoarder to bring about this present result.”

Someone said, "God is too kind to do anything crueToo wise to make a mistake. . . Too deepxpdain
Himself. When we know Who, we can stop asking 'Why?

Nothing in this world happens outside of the wfllGod—Iliterally, nothing. There are no failures ahdre
are no loose ends in the ultimate plan of God. Whatl learn when | have blown it, or things go mg® What
is God teaching me? What does He want to say tmries? What is He doing to make me more like the
Master?

Note carefully, | did not say God caused this tchgéle is not the author of evil. There are soneghwe
simply cannot explain about evil.

Where is God during terminal illness?

King Hezekiah lay at the point of death with hisddo the wall weeping bitterly in 2 Kings 20:1&od sent
him a messenger saying, "Set your house in ordegdu shall die and not live."

God's answer to Hezekiah's humility and prayer avaadditional fifteen years of life as ruler of abdGod
in His wisdom sometimes chooses to heal His peapléne basis of prayer. However, more often in His
wisdom He chooses not to bring physical healing)\wegy. The apostle Paul had his "thorn in the flesid
God still teaches and encourages us through hisrglg. In those moments God reminds us that alheed is
a simple trust in Him. He is all-sufficient to meetr need.

Where is God when | need Him most? In God's sogar@isdom He sees the beginning and the end. We
can trust Him to accomplish His eternal purposéss Trisis does not change His attitude towardHeshas
already demonstrated His love for us by going &dioss and dying for us.

Where is God when | face death?

Two sisters at the death of their brother got angtly Jesus. "Lord, if you had been here, my brotheuld
not have died" (John 11:21). Lord, where were ytenvl needed you?

Martha tried to focus her faith, "I know that hdlwise again in the resurrection on the last dapg said (v.
24).

| have had people say to me while riding througiesonal storm, "I felt as if my whole world hadehe
blown apart. My confidence in God was gone." Trageea lot of people who feel that way today.

Jesus told Mary and Martha that Blene is all-sufficient. "I am the resurrection and life." He said, "l #me
resurrection and the life; he who believes in M# hvie even if he dies, and everyone who lives aetleves in
Me will never die. Do you believe this?" (vv. 25)26



Who said this? The great | AM. "I am the way, theh, the life; no one comes to the Father butugho
Me."
He is here when we face death and suffering. Job 'Séhough He slay me, | will hope in Him."

Where was God when Jesus needed Him?

Sometimes we face incomprehensible and despegaeiful situations in which God alone can comfart o
hearts. Jesus was "very distressed and troublegti€iGarden of Gethsemane. He said to His discifi\ég
soul is deeply grieved to the point of death” (Mafk32-34).

God used that tragedy to remedy our sin problemgarelus eternal life. The only time when God was n
present when He was needed most was when the Idtdtoaship between God the Father and God the Son
was broken as a result of being made sin on owrlbéfhe wages of sin is death,” but He was smléke
never experienced sin. "He [God] made Him [Jesuss@hvho knew no sirto be sin on our behalf, so that we
might become the righteousness of God in Him" (2 621).

You see, the question to ask is not where is Goghwimeed Him, but where am | placing my faith when
need Him most. People evade the crucial questicasking, "If there is a God, then why did He dohsand
such?" "If there is a God then why . . . ?" "Whg #le permit this to happen?”

If | admit there is an all-sufficient God, thendve to ask what is my responsibility to Him? | feas would
rather ask question and play intellectual blameegarather than focus our faith upon Him rather than
ourselves. Most of our pseudo-intellectual questiare blame games. The truth is God is all-sufitorehen |
need Him most.

GOD IS ALL-SUFFICIENT WHEN | NEED HIM MOST

The eternal God is all-sufficient

Moses was coming to the end of his life and thatgeader was addressing the children of Israerbahey
would go into the promised land of Canaan. Mosek sa

"There is none like the God of Jeshurun,

Who rides the heavens to your help,

And through the skies in His majesty.

The eternal God is a dwelling place,

And underneath are the everlasting arms;
And He drove out the enemy from before you,
And said, 'Destroy!™ (Deuteronomy 33:26-27)

The God of the beginning and the end is your dwglplace. "The eternal God is a dwelling place, and
underneath are the everlasting arms." The imagdilga standing on a balcony in a tall building dgeking a
parade. The God who was at the beginning is ougeefHe is our dwelling place. God is no furthenoged
from you and me than He was from the first marhapgrocession. The eternal God, the God of thenbewy
and the end, is our dwelling place. He is alive.i$iall-sufficient. He is the Alpha and Omega, leginning
and the end, the One who was dead and is nowfaligeer. The apostle Paul reminds us that He wigaiha
good work in you will complete it (Phil. 1:6). Wellow God, in company with God. "The eternal Gogasir
dwelling place.”

Underneath are His everlasting arms for you and me

The Hebrew word for "underneath” means bottom. fDlo¢ idea is depressing, humbling, and beaten down.
Underneath is the uttermost limit of that whiclbéaten down. How far down can your imagination tade,
or your experience carry you today? How far doweddihe terrorism of yesterday take you? How pradcane
the sufferings of your illness? How weak are yoyonr personal kidnapping and suffering? How dedp life
have you been? How profound has been your experieihsorrow? How far into sin have you sunk in some
hour of weakness? How near have you come unto degthur suffering?



G. Campbell Morgan said, "When you have remindadsglves of that lowest level—and some soul may
say, | was never deeper down than now—then lidterderneath,' lower than that, 'are the everlastmngs."

No matter how far down you go you cannot get betbsveverlasting arms!

No matter how deep you go in your experience afosoand hurt and anger you will find His "everlasti
arms.” The figure "arms" speaks of strength andgoif everlasting takes us to the ultimate vamgtpoint,
the ultimate reach of the imagination and thoutiten we are reminded the infinite is underneathl@ao of
grief, fear, hurt, pain, terror, and sorrow. Thereal God is underneath it all. He is our sustgmawer and
strength in time of need. His arms reach into tlaak mystery that baffles our soul and assaulisitisfear
today.

Moses declared, "Underneath are the everlasting.a& Campbell Morgan crafted these words:

". .. Underneath life, this mystery of my own ltfeat baffles me, and fills me with fear, and dsive
me hopelessly along the pathway—underneath itralttee everlasting arms. There is nothing in ey lif
unknown to God. There is nothing in my life outside compass of that embrace of eternal strength an
tenderness. 'Underneath are the everlasting arms.’

"Underneath all suffering. He encircles our sorrovith His own; but in His sorrows there is
nothing of despair, there is nothing of weakne$gyTare greater than mine by virtue of the streofth
God, but there is nothing in them of despair, aoithimg of weakness. In the depth of suffering |
presently find the arms of God underneath.

"Weakness? . . . we fall, and fall, all supportargy away; we sink, sink, sink, until, when no farg
can be lifted and no glance of the eye tell thengg our weakness, we suddenly find we are craied
the arms of God. 'Underneath are the everlastimg.ar

"By these signs and tokens, by these experienciée &foul, we know how it shall be in death.
'‘Underneath are the everlasting arms.' Death withie gate of life. Through it we shall find God.

"Here, then, is the answer to our fears. . . We &iar rest in God. He is the beginning. He is akvay
the beginning. He began this day, this very days T&hthe day that the Lord has made. He will begin
every tomorrow that shall come . . . He is the @bthe everlasting arms. It is impossible to sink
beneath them, for they are always underneath.Gldteof the morning is your dwelling place, and
underneath are the everlasting arm3he(\Westminster Pulpit, vol. x, pp. 333-34).

Is He your dwelling place? Is He your shelter & gtorm? Do His strong arms sustain you?

There is nothing of greater agony than a senselpfdssness. The unknown future and the unfatha@mabl
present produce an assault on the soul and a prdfeense of fear. However, in my helplessness tiné God
is always there when | need Him most.

God alone is enough for all our needs in this life and eternity.

Jesus Christ has not been all we want in Americah@ve wanted a great many other things besides Him
We have craved something besides or in additidtina Our soul has been attacked at our two mosterable
points of false security—financial and military seity. What if God should choose to remove both7Ygh
would you stand as an individual? Is Jesus Chitighat you want? Are there other things you debesides
Him? Are we quick to rationalize and make excuse®itir selfishness?

For many people it is not the Lord who satisfieshug our owrfeelings about the Lord. When our feelings
fail we think it is the Lord who has failed, and @ plunged into further despair.

Many think that Christ cannot be anything to usesalwe find in ourselves something to assure #B8f
love and care. They only think of God in a timesafergency, i.e., when they need Him, and then wifseo
they think of Him as being insufficient becausedées not answer the way they think He should anghesis
conceived of in finite images like themselves. Vo | in my sinfulness and depravity to sit in judgrhon a
holy and righteous God? How arrogant can our defgraecome?

Jesus Christ is enough for everything we face.sHalisufficient. All our salvation is from begimg to end
upon the Lord alone. We have found that He is abtewilling to do for us "exceeding abundantly adail
we can ask or think."

I have found again this week that my faith in tleed God was the same as the @iafpre the events that
took place Tuesday, September 11, 2001, as itéas &ince then. If there is no lack in Him, thendfle



Himself and in Himself is enough. Everything depengon whether the Lord, in and of Himself, is egtotor
our salvation, or whatever else we face in life.islall-sufficient, or you must add other thingsyaur part to
make Him sufficient. How dreadful to think that thés something that we must add to make Him gefiic
What you are doing is worshipping a god made irr youn image rather than the Lord Jesus Christ vase r
from the dead.

Perhaps you are thinking that | don't realize hewpfexing and serious the situation is in our matlaam
saying you don't need something more than justdng Jesus Christ. | am saying that in all of theiteations
Christ is utterly and absolutely all-sufficient. MGod shall supply all your needs according tofitises in
glory in Christ Jesus" (Phil. 4:19).

There is nothing else that your soul needs thahoneé Jesus Christ. He issued an invitation taattome to
Him who are in need. "Come to Me, all who are weargt heavy-laden, and | will give you rest. Take ydke
upon you and learn from Me, for | am gentle and blenn heart, and YOU WILL FIND REST FOR YOUR
SOULS. For My yoke is easy and My burden is ligiftatthew 11:28-30).

Our responsibility to appropriate God's all-suffici ency

It is our responsibility as believers to permit thely Spirit to activate the truth of His Word immlives
when we need it. But we must accept responsiliditstudy His Word daily, and memorize Scriptureshey
can settle down in our subconscious mind. How we diur lives each day determines how we face &chibe
Holy Spirit can only appropriate the truth of HioWl as we have taken time to study it.

Perhaps you say, "This all sounds good, but if delyuld be sure that it applies to me. | am good-f
nothing and full of sin. | do not feel as if | carake any such claims on God's grace."

Then you do not understand God's grace. HannahSwmiies:

"All the more, if you are good-for-nothing and foll sin, you have a claim on the all-sufficiency of
God. Your very good-for-nothingness and sinfulregsyour loudest claims. As someone has said, it is
only the sinner that wants salvation who standhénSavior's path. And the Bible declares that €hri
Jesus came into the world to save sinners; nawe the righteous, not to save the fervent, neat@
the earnest workers, but simply and only to saweess. Why then should we spend our time and
energies in trying to create a claim, which afteisano claim, but only a His deliverance.

"As long as our attention is turned upon oursebres our own experiences, just so long is it turned
away from the Lord. This is plain common sense.we can only see the thing we look at, and wivie
are looking at ourselves, we simply cannot "bel@ddl." It is not that He hides Himself; He is always
there in full view of all who look unto Him; butvire are looking in another direction, we cannotestp
to see Him.

"Heretofore, it may be, our eyes have been so sialy fixed upon ourselves that all our interior
guestioning has been simply and only as regardedwn condition. Is my love for God warm enough?
Am | enough in earnest? Are my feelings toward Mihat they ought to be? Have | enough zeal? Do |
feel my need as | ought? And we have been miseledglause we have never been able to answer these
guestions satisfactorily. . . .

"If we want to see God, our interior questioningstioe, not about ourselves, but about Him. How
does God feel toward me? Is His love for me warough? Is He sufficiently in earnest? . . . .

". ... All things are yours because you belon@lwist, not because you are so good and so worthy,
but simply and only because you belong to Chrifitthings we need are part of our inheritance imHi
and they only await our claiming” (Hannah Whitathi&, The God of All Comfort, pp. 251-252).

Nothing else is needed to quiet our fears, butabethat God is. His existence is all you andedéor this
hour. We don't need any evidence, or proof. Allnged isHim. God has provided for every possible
contingency. Absolutely nothing can possibly sefgayau from His love. Neither death nor life, noigals, nor
principalities, nor powers, nor things present, thamgs to come, nor height, nor depth, nor angttne or
thing can separate me from the love of God whigh Bhrist Jesus my Lord. Nothing!

"We do not need to beg Him to bless us,” says Ha@maith, "He simply cannot help it." That is theéura
of a loving Father. "Therefore God is enough! Godnough for time, God is enough for etern@gd is
enough!” Is God our Father negligent, indifferent, forggtior ignorant? Of course not. He knows about



everything. He cares about our every need. He @arage everything, and He loves us. He has demtetstra
that once and for all at Calvary. Do you dare askiiore evidence of God's great love? "For whileneee

still helpless, at the right time Christ died fbetungodly” (Rom. 5:6). "God demonstrates His owreltoward
us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ dadus” (v. 8). What more could we ask?
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