Exodus 12

Christ Our Passover

Picture in your imagination for a moment a Jewasify petting their one-year-old lamb.

It is white as snow. Indeed, this lamb is flawldssvould win the blue ribbon at a state live st@sthibition.
It is incredibly beautiful.

Little Benjamin pets it with his small hands, rumaihis fingers through its white wool. Its fleesenihite as
snow, clean and cuddly. He, along with the resheffamily has grown fond of the lamb. It has beeom
attached to everyone during the past week of ietehservation. The lamb was taken out of the floudk set
apart by the family so they might carefully examamel observe it. Father Abraham has put the lamntu
the bright sun light each day and examined it inute detail for any signs of a blemish, or seeliis become
lame, or has some unexpected imperfection. The laodi not be chosen at the last minute. It hagtote a
part of their little family. There is a sense ofriéy identity with the lamb. To give up this lamlowld be to
give up something very personal. It would be likeihg a new pet in your home when you quickly grow
attached to it.

This lamb is the father's pride and joy. It is #eey best of his flock. The animal had to be irfiitst year,
not old and ready to die, but in the prime of Ifid| of vigor and life. It had everything to lifer. It had to be
an animal that was extremely valuable.

Late in the afternoon of the t”Miay Nisan Abraham called his family together. "Tinee has come," he
says. They walk outside into the garden. Little jBemn runs behind them. He knows that somethirgpiag
to happen to his lamb.

Father takes time to explain that there is no neésiothis lamb to die except that God intendethtke the
blood of that lamb the way of His people to esdieecoming judgment upon the first born in Egypt.

He lifts his head to heaven and prays: "Lord Gotsel, we have heard You speak. You have promdsed
deliver us from the slavery tonight if we do whauytell us to do with the lamb You have given tolusd
God we now obey You."

With one quick slash of the long knife, father Ateien lays open the lamb's throat. The little bodyeps
and is still as its blood pours out into a bowlemtwith hyssop branch he smears the blood of the lan the
doorposts and the crosspiece above the door oftibase.

Benjamin cries out: "Why did you have to kill myra?" Mother explains to him again why the lamb twad
die for him. He is the firstborn in the family.

A few minutes later the father prepares the lamlydasting, with special emphasis on keeping th#la
whole and intact.

Father explains to the family the importance oftited and the roasted lamb. "The blood is on tia ¢tb
keep God's judgment away. Now, eat, and when yoyalowill be telling God that you accept the laasbthe
way of escape from death."”

The word "Passover" means to pass over, to spheadihgs over, to spare, to protect. Judgment gasss
and the LORD God stands guard protecting thosetwisb in His provision. It is a beautiful type diet
salvation God has provided in Christ. The Passmeal was a profession of faith in Yahweh to save Hi
people from the avenging angel of death.

In this ceremony recorded in Exodus chapter twelgdnave a perfect picture in prophecy of what Jesus
Christ, the Lamb of God, did for us.



THE JEWISH PASSOVER (12:1-13, 23)

Judgment was coming upon all the first born living in Egypt (Exodus 11:4-5;
12:12).

God had already brought nine plagues of judgmeriEgypt because Pharaoh would not let God's peaple g

Moses said, "Thus says therb, 'About midnight | am going out into the midstEdypt, and all the
firstborn in the land of Egypt shall die, from tkestborn of the Pharaoh who sits on his throneneto
the firstborn of the slave girl who is behind théistones; all the firstborn of the cattle as well.. For |
will go through the land of Egypt on that nightdanill strike down all the firstborn in the land of
Egypt, both man and beast; and against all the gbEgypt | will execute judgments—I am therp"
(Exodus 11:4-5; 12:12).

One of the things that made this judgment so pawerés the people of Egypt thought Pharaoh was god.
Pharaoh considered himself a divine ruler who h&#dand death in his hands. The death of the ficsh was
the greatest blow to their religious system bec#lusd&gyptians never accepted death. They abondinlate
thought of it and worshipped everything that syn#ea life. This would bring the reality of deathdan
judgment to every home in Egypt, from Pharaoh'skbald to the most humble home. No one was exempt.

If "every shepherd was an abomination to the Egwyisti what would a lamb in the sacrifice at the Bass
make them do? (Genesis 46:34). This subject Isastitbomination to many people. However, the Gded's
of salvation by grace through faith in the sacefaf Jesus Christ for our sins is still "the powk6God for
salvation to everyone who believes" (Romans 1:16).

The Bible tells us that "all have sinned and cohmartsof the glory of God” (Romans 3:23). It alsbstes
there is a punishment for sin, and no one is exefiipe wages of sins death” (Romans 6:23a). "Th that
sins will surely die" (Ezekiel 18:4). The writer Bebrews said, "And inasmuch as it is appointedifen to die
once and after thisomes judgment . . ." (Hebrews 9:27a).

The LORD God is holy and He must punish sin. Tla@eeno exceptions.

Each Hebrew family was responsible for selecting a lamb (Exodus 12:3-5).

Speak to all the congregation of Israel, saying) e tenth of this month they are each one to &ake
lamb for themselves, according to their fathersidetolds, a lamb for each household. Now if the
household is too small for a lamb, then he andhbighbor nearest to his house are to take one
according to the number of personghem; according to what each man should eat, you ades/ide
the lamb."

The lamb is to be in the prime of its life.

"Your lamb shall be an unblemished male a yearyd; may take it from the sheep or from the goéts"
5).

Jesus Christ was thirty-three years old in the prahhis life. There was no reason for Him to die.

The Passover lamb was "unblemished" (vv. 5, 6).

It was kept under scrutiny and carefully watchedhtike sure it was perfect for the sacrifice.

Jesus Christ was carefully observed for three yddms Jewish leaders and the people scrutinized @ime
of those who knew Him best observed that He wa# ‘@atamb unblemished and spotless” (1 Peter 1118)
went on to add that ChristwHHO COMMITTED NO SIN, NOR WAS ANY DECEIT FOUND INHIS MOUTH; and while
being reviled, He did not revile in return; whileffering, He uttered no threats, but kept entrgstinmself to



Him who judges righteously . . . " (1 Peter 2:22-2A3he word for "unblemished," "without blemish"used of
a sacrifice without spot or blemish and morallyagierson who is without blemish, faultless and amiaable.

Daily the Jewish leaders scrutinized Jesus' tegahithe Temple and local synagogues. The religious
leaders were in fierce opposition to Him and cdhgfuatched Jesus seeking to find a blemish in Hwihen
He left there, the scribes and the Pharisees tedam very hostile and to question Him closely cangn
subjects, plotting against Him to catdim in something He might say" (Luke 11:53-54). Jesten asked
them in a tense situation, "Which one of you cotsvMe of sin? If | speak truth, why do you not be& Me?"
(John 8:46). What can we say about Jesus aftéradlintense observation for three years? Theylgiogquldn't
find any sin to lay charge against Him. Jesus le@nexperienced sin. He was totally innocent §Gitthew
27:4, 19, 24; John 18:38; Luke 23:41; Mark 15:39).

Moreover, God the Father on three occasions deckigeapproval of His Son. We are told of the bagig
of His ministry that "when all the people were hagd, Jesus was also baptized, and while He wasngra
heaven was opened, and the Holy Spirit descendaa Idpn in bodily form like a dove, and a voice caout
of heaven, 'You are My beloved Son, in You | amlwseased.' When He began His ministry, Jesus Himse
was about thirty years of age" (Luke 3:21-23a)idHelamb who is in the prime of His life and He&Ged's
choice. Jesus "committed no sin," either beforéduwing His suffering (cf. 2 Corinthians 5:21; Helvg24:15; 1
John 3:5).

The Passover lamb had to be slain (12:6).

"You shall keep it until the fourteenth day of s@me month, then the whole assembly of the contjoega
of Israel is to kill it at twilight" (Exodus 12:6).

The lambs were slain between noon and 3 p.m. oanNlig. Three hours of darkness covered the lamal fro
noon to 3 p.m. while Jesus hung on the cross (M&133). It is as if God the Father hung an immedsase
black veil over Calvary so depraved eyes couldseetthe horror of the wrath of God being metedagainst
the sinless One. Jesus cried out from the crodDI'EHELOI, LAMA SABACHTHANI?" Mark translates it fo
us, "MY GOD, MY GOD, WHY HAST THOU FORSAKEN ME" (\34).

Martin Luther sat contemplating in his study thisfpund saying of Jesus. He sat there for a lang,ti
without food, in deepest meditation. After a loimge he rose from his thoughts and was heard t@ewadh
utter amazement, "God forsaken of God! Who can rstaled that?"

It is impossible for us to understand that cry of Savior. "One would need to go to hell itselfd o free
from the taint of personal sin, and go as the By of God, to understand it. No one ever willibéell in that
condition. Therefore, no man on earth, no victinmétl, can approach the experience that will enhbteto
understand the significance of Jesus' terrible Tmank God, our savior made it forever unnecesiarys to
experience or understand His fourth word from tlese. . . . God forsakenness describes those défitien
He cried, 'My God, my God, why hast thou forsakex?hmy hell, your hell, all the hells of all guiynners
was burning their fires out on Him! He paid thatpr not for Himself, but for each of us individlyal
personally, particularly” (Russell Bradley Jon@s|d from Golgotha, p. 48, 52).

Probably only a few minutes later Jesus cried mat loud voice, "It is finished!" (John 19:30). Akl died.

Jesus was the Lamb of God who was carefully obdeaxe chosen to be killed. John the Baptizer sawsle
coming to him and said, "Behold, the Lamb of Godwdkes away the sin of the world!" (John 1:29, 38nhd
Jesus answered them, saying, 'The hour has comtieef@on of Man to be glorified. Truly, truly, lyst you,
unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth ard,dt remains alone; but if it dies, it bears mfrait™ (John
12:23-24). Hebrews 9:22 gathers up all of the teacin the Old Testament about sacrifices sayiAagd'
according to the Lawgne may almostsay, all things are cleansed with blood, and withdwgdding of blood
there is no forgiveness."

Peter observed, Christ "Himself bore our sins is bbdy on the cross, so that we might die to sthliae to
righteousness; for by His wounds you were healgéddter 2:24). Romans 5:6, 8-9 explains why Hetbalile.
"For while we were still helpless, at the right éir€hrist died for the ungodly. God demonstratesadis love



toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Gltied for us. Much more then, having now beernifjastby
His blood, we shall be saved from the wratléod through Him."

The blood of the lamb had to be applied (12:8).

"Moreover, they shall take some of the blood antitpen the two doorposts and on the lintel of tioeises
in which they eat it" (Exodus 12:8).

Jesus made it imperatively clear that He must beged by faith in order to appropriate His sabati'For
God so loved the world, that He gave His only besgoSon, that whoever believes in Him shall noigbetbut
have eternal life" (John 3:16). The apostle Johmrearizes everything with these words: "He who bvelsein
the Son has eternal life; but he who does not dheyon will not see life, but the wrath of Goddasi on him”
(3:36).

The meat of the lamb had to be eaten (12:8-11).

Moses gave instruction to the people on how togmefor their journey in Exodus 12:8-11.

They shall eat the flesh thsgme night, roasted with fire, and they shall eat ithninleavened bread
and bitter herbs. Do not eat any of it raw or kobée all with water, but rather roasted with fioeth its
head and its legs along with its entrails. And gball not leave any of it over until morning, but
whatever is left of it until morning, you shall louwwith fire. Now you shall eat it in this manneith
your loins girded, your sandals on your feet, andrystaff in your hand; and you shall eat it intbasit
is the LORD's Passover.

Jesus is food for the believer to eat daily. Weeh@mvappropriate the provision God has made inslesu
Christ. Not only did God provide for their salvativom the death angel, but He also provided nburent for
their travel. Jesus not only saves us from sinHmualso provides daily bread for our spirituakbv We must
come to Him for nourishment every day. What wefatespiritual food yesterday will not carry over fimday
or tomorrow. It is a daily feasting on Christ.

In John 6:51-58 Jesus explains what | mean.

| am the living bread that came down out of heavfleemyone eats of this bread, he will live forever
and the bread also which | will give for the lifetbe world is My flesh.” Then the Jewsgan to argue
with one another, saying, "How can this man givélissflesh to eat?" So Jesus said to them, "Truly,
truly, | say to you, unless you eat the flesh & 8on of Man and drink His blood, you have noilife
yourselves. He who eats My flesh and drinks My Hlbas eternal life, and | will raise him up on the
last day. For My flesh is true food, and My blosdrue drink. He who eats My flesh and drinks My
blood abides in Me, and | in him. As the living Ikt sent Me, and | live because of the Fathergso h
who eats Me, he also will live because of Me. Thithe bread which came down out of heaven; not as
the fathers ate and died; he who eats this bretdweiforever."

Change the metaphor and the need for daily sustert@tomes perfectly clear. "I am the vine, youlaee
branches; he who abides in Me and | in him, hesogarch fruit, for apart from Me you can do nothirigdhn
15:5). We appropriate Christ by faith.

The Passover was perfect protection God's judgment (12:12-13, 23).

There was only one way to be saved that dreadffitmn Egypt when the angel of death came to inflic
judgment.

For 1 will go through the land of Egypt on that higand will strike down all the firstborn in thanid
of Egypt, both man and beast; and against all tis @f Egypt | will execute judgments—I am the
Lorb. The blood shall be a sign for you on the housegevieu live; and when | see the blood I will
pass over you, and no plague will befall you tatidgsyou when | strike the land of Egypt. . . For the
Lorb will pass through to smite the Egyptians; and wHersees the blood on the lintel and on the two



doorposts, the @rD will pass over the door and will not allow the tleger to come in to your houses
to smiteyou" (Exodus 12:12-13, 23).

That was the only means of escape.

Today there is only one means of escape from tagwvaf God. | John 1:7-9 says, "if we walk in thght
as He Himself is in the Light, we have fellowshiimone another, and the blood of Jesus His Sansks us
from all sin. If we say that we have no sin, we @eeeiving ourselves and the truth is not in usidfconfess
our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgiveaur sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteasshe

We are also reminded in Hebrews 9:27-28, "And inednas it is appointed for men to die once and afte
this comes judgment, so Christ also, having been offered dodeear the sins of many, will appear a second
time for salvation withouteference to sin, to those who eagerly await Him."

The Passover was to be a memorial supper (12:14. 42 ).

"Now this day will be a memorial to you, and yoablcelebrate ias a feast to the @rD; throughout your
generations you are to celebratasta permanent ordinance. . . It is a night to beepkes] for the bRrD for
having brought them out from the land of Egyptsthight is for the bRrD, to be observed by all the sons of
Israel throughout their generations” (Exodus 124193,

On the night before His death, Jesus and His descigelebrated the Passover meal (Matthew 26:26f).
However, that night this celebration was more ta&tassover; it was the beginning of a memorial supp
celebrating God's new covenant with man. Propdflgiated the ordinance of the Lord's Supper isminder
of what Jesus accomplished on our behalf as owwoiaslamb. The apostle Paul gave instructioneactiurch
at Corinth in 1 Corinthians 11:23-27.

"For | received from the Lord that which | alsoigeted to you, that the Lord Jesus in the night in
which He was betrayed took bread; and when He hexhghanks, He broke it and said, "This is My
body, which is for you; do this in remembrance af.Mn the same walyle took the cup also after
supper, saying, "This cup is the new covenant ind\dypd; do this, as often as you dritkin
remembrance of Me." For as often as you eat ti@adand drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord'shleat
until He comes. Therefore whoever eats the brealioks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner,
shall be guilty of the body and the blood of thed.b

Don't trample on the blood.

The blood of the lamb was not to be put on threshblwas not to be trampled on. Do not trampleten
blood of the Lamb of God. How tragic when men demis& blood of God. The beloved Greek scholar A. T.
Robertson writing on 1 John 1:7 enunciated thisigid. "Walking in the light with God makes possible
fellowship with one another and is made possilde Al the blood of Jesus (real blood and no meaatpim,
atoning blood of the sinless Son of God for ouskidohn is not ashamed to use this word. It igh®mere
‘example’ of Jesus that 'cleanses’ us from stlods cleanse the conscience and life and nothsegoeles
(Hebrews 9:13; Titus 2:14). See in verse nine athiveness and cleansing. Cf. 1 John 3W8bi(d Picturesin
the New Testament).

CHRIST OUR PASSOVER HAS BEEN SLAIN.

The apostle Paul told the church at Corinth (1 @brans 5:7-8). "Clean out the old leaven so tbatpay
be a new lump, just as you andfact unleavened. For Christ our Passover also hasdasgificed. Therefore
let us celebrate the feast, not with old leavem with the leaven of malice and wickedness, bubhie
unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.”

It was on the Preparation day for the Jewish Passabout 12 midday that Jesus was crucified. Aatlis
precisely when the Passover lamb was killed inTéa@ple. The Passover in the time of Christ waskitled by
the individual worshiper. It was killed in the TelapThe priests killed it, its throat was slit, atglblood was



collected in a silver bowl and thrown upon theralfdnen the body of the lamb was given back tontbeshiper
that it might be cooked and eaten at the Feass. Wias all done at midday and in the early afterneeding
the Feast, which started just as the sun went dowlrthe first star appeared in the sky. Jesus eiag b
crucified at exactly the time when the Passovebkmere being killed. He is God's Passover Lamtyjfszed
for the deliverance of God's people.

When Jesus died, the Temple curtain was torn in frem top to bottom (Mark. 15:38). Right when thet
of the lambs would be on the altar in front of #aactuary the veil that separated God and manama®pen!

Jesus celebrated the Passover on the preparatiomhdgn the homes were cleansed of any leaven. &kte n
day He was the Passover Lamb. The sacrifice osJdeghe culmination of the whole sacrificial systé-He is
the sacrifice that makes all other sacrifices feraynnecessary.

"Christ our Passover also has been sacrificed"ofin@ians 5:7b). The death of Jesus Christ is the
propitiation for our sins. The sacrifice of Himsalfns away the wrath of God. It is God who is fieped by
His own provision made in the vicarious, substitnéiry, expiatory sacrifice of Christ. We sinned. Ve
guilty. Christ annuls the power of sin to sepafatel and man. Our Passover not only covers our Isirid;le
turns back the wrath of God which we deserve and €m look upon us with His favor.

Jesus gave Himself as a ransom for our sins. "Veem ¢he Son of Man did not come to be served,dut t
serve, and to give His life a ransom for many" (M&0:45). The word "redeemed” means "to set frethby
payment of ransom."” It is a ransom for life as sfave, (Matthew 20:28), and therefore, to set Ingpayment
of ransom. The ransom is the blood of Jesus. Kannetest observed, "The blood of Christ is costly,
essentially and intrinsically precious becauss &0d's blood (Acts 20:28), for Deity became inaggrnn
humanity.” More literally, we are redeemed "withsttp blood, highly honored, blood as of a lamb fkat
without blemish and spotless, the blood of Chrikti$ by the blood of Christ that we are redeerfmech sin. It
is an ugly picture of blood spilt because sin gagls ugly. We are totally depraved and in the refe@od's
perfect sacrifice for sin. "Redemption” is a purgihg from the marketplace of sin with the pricelekd of a
perfect lamb.

"Behold the lamb of God who takes away the sirhefworld” (John 1:29). He died to save us form the
slavery of sin and the judgment called hell. We'doeed to offer another lamb, or any sacrificialrky
because Jesus is the Lamb of God who was offeresl fon all.

God's people are saved through the blood of Jésne.a

However, you must accept Jesus Christ as your pakrt@amb. You must accept His blood and His body as
your only way of salvation. The agony that Christlered as my Passover lamb in the substitutionarygss is
the agony that | must endure in hell, if | refus@liow Him to substitute for me. His pains, Hidfering, His
thirst, His enduring the wrath of God, His agongzimhy" from the cross, are a prophetic manifestatf
what awaits every doomed sinner in the everlastovglemnation. Why would you want to go through an
eternal hell when God has provided for you salvatioa perfect lamb?

"Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and you shalideesd today."
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