Exodus 3:14; John 8:58
Our Magnificent All-Sufficient Savior and God

Paternus told his son:

"First of all, my child, think magnificently of God/lagnify His providence; adore His power; pray to
Him frequently and incessantly. Bear Him alwayyanr mind; teach your thoughts to reverence Him
in every place, for there is no place where Heois Therefore, my child, fear and worship and love
God; first and last, think magnificently of God."

God has revealed Himself to men. The great nam&wodfin the Old Testament are self-revelation$ef t
LORD God to men and women who were in helples@asduos. "Man'’s extremity is God’s opportunity.” In
each case God saw their need, demonstrated thabHe could perfectly meet the challenge and ih tha
experience taught the individual or the nation sepexial characteristic or attribute of His person.

THE | AM WHO | AM
To Moses He revealed Himself by His personal ndingM" or "I AM THAT | AM."

Moses helplessness

Moses failed in his first attempt to deliver Isr&eim their Egyptian slavery, and was placed ohedfgor
forty years on the backside of a desert tendinglmeep. Then God called Moses to deliver His pelspée|
out of slavery in Egypt.

Exodus 2:23-25 tells us God saw the bondage aoftiidren of Israel, and heard the cry of His pedpte
help. "So God heard their groaning; and God remeatbis covenant with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. And
God saw the sons of Israel, and God took notidberh” (vv. 24-25). Had God forgotten His peopledelad
not, for "God heard . . . God remembered . . . &oad . . . God took notice . . ."

God called Moses in the desert wilderness whenatiyel of the LORD appeared to him in a blazing fir
from the midst of a bush" that refused to burn3i24). In this call God told Moses He was goingénd him
to Pharaoh, the king of Egypt (v. 10). Moses, whd failed in his previous attempt asked, "Who ah{J?
11). He was like many of us when we sense our liti@biand failures we focus on ourselves and our
weaknesses. "Who am 1?" is the wrong question.i3hee is not "Who am 1? but "Who are You?" (v. 13).

The God of Israel revealed Himself as the gre&MITHAT | AM," or "I AM WHO | AM" (v. 14). He is
the self-existing One, the "I AM" and there is natleer. He is the One who in Himself possesses life
permanent existence.

Can He take care of such a tremendous task asdetivmillions of slaves out of their bondage inygt?
Can He be depended upon when we need Him? Higpeespnal name reveals that He can be trusted ahd th
He is completely adequate for the task at handnkinse reveals that He is "the | was, | am, andll sitways
continue to be." He is the Eternal One—the Begigrind the End. He is the One whose years haveddlen
am the same yesterday, today and forever. | chaoigéHe is the self-existent One beside whom tier®
one else. He is without beginning, and without egdrom everlasting to everlasting. By the naméefl AM,
Yahweh, Jehovah, or LORD, He has revealed Himsedfternal, personal, continuous, absolute, uncaused
unconditioned, independent and self-sufficient Okeethe God of grace He becomes whatever His people
need. He is the "Becoming One." He is the "l wélthat | will be." He is the One who always exisi®
eternal and unchangeable.

You find this magnificent name Yahweh, translitethinto English "Jehovah™ in the American Standard,
"LORD" in the King James Version and the New AmaniStandard Bible. "LORD" in all four capital leges
used to distinguish frorAdonai also translated "Lord" in small letters in the Qlestament. Whichever
translation you are using, Yahweh, LORD, or Jehottadnsame deity is being referred to some 6,8884iin
the Old Testament.



Jesusisthel AM

The LORD God made His greatest and most complgtdaton of Himself in the person of His Son, Jesus
Christ.

The writer of Hebrews says,

"God after He spoke long ago to the fathers imptfophets in many portions and in many ways, inghes
last days has spoken to us in His Son, whom Heiafgabheir of all things, through whom also He
made the world. And He is the radiance of His glamg the exact representation of His nature, and
upholds all things by the word of His power. Whea lhd made purification of sins, He sat down at the
right hand of the Majesty on high" (1:1-3).

The apostle Paul succinctly writes of Jesus Chaging, "He is the image of the invisible God, fingtborn
of all creation. For by Him all things were creatbdth in the heavens and on earth, visible angiivie,
whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authes#t-all things have been created through Him an#liior.

He is before all things, and in Him all things htddether. . . For it was the Father’s good pleagor all the
fullness to dwell in Him" (Colossians 1:15-17, 19).

How did Jesus describe Himself? During a heatetiaaxge with a group of Pharisees He said, ""Y ounefiat
Abraham rejoiced to see My day, and he saw it aaslglad.’ So the Jews said to Him, "You are nofifyet
years old, and have You seen Abraham?' Jesusostiidrh, ‘Truly, truly, | say to you, before Abraharas
born, I am.' Therefore they picked up stones tovthait Him, but Jesus hid Himself and went out eftémple”
(John 8:56-59).

They knew exactly whom Jesus was referring to wiertalled Himself "I AM." They were so incensed
they picked up stones to stone Jesus to deaththigte on the temple grounds.

Jesus said He was the same person as the "I ABIS¢H-sufficient One, without beginning and withou
end.

Where is your desert? Do you live in a spiritudiderness? Where is your bitterness? Where do ymaese
your helplessness? Listen again to the One whadztHimself to be the "I AM."

Do you need bread?

Jesus is the bread of life that satisfies our rbasic needs. Jesus said to them, "l am the breli#fd;die
who comes to Me will not hunger, and he who belewveMe will never thirst. . . ." The Jews wereimibling
about Him, because He said, "I am the bread thaea@own out of heaven.” . . . | am the bread ef our
fathers ate the manna in the wilderness, and tlesly @his is the bread which comes down out of baaso
that one may eat of it and not die. | am the liviingad that came down out of heaven; if anyonedafdtss
bread, he will live forever; and the bread alsoaliHiwill give for the life of the world is My flds' (John 6:35,
41, 48-51).

Do you still want to settle for that old stale kiehe religions of the world have to offer? JeSusist is the
only source of the bread of heaven and eternal life

Do you need light?

Jesus is all the spiritual light you will ever ne@dsus said, "l am the Light of the world; he iditows Me
will not walk in the darkness, but will have theght of life" (John 8:12). "I have come as Lightarthe world,
so that everyone who believes in Me will not remaidarkness” (12:46). Why do we still blindly raround
stumbling in a world of spiritual darkness? Jesikgive you all the spiritual light you need tanfl the LORD
God and enjoy Him forever. He will lead you outspiritual darkness into eternal light.

Do you need a way into God’s presence?

Jesus is the Door into the Father’s presence imeémedTruly, truly, | say to you, he who does notex by
the door into the fold of the sheep, but climbsame other way, he is a thief and a robber.” Jesigsto them
again, "Truly, truly, | say to you, | am the dodrtbe sheep” (John 10:1, 7). There is no othemect into
God'’s presence but through the doorway of Jesusd ‘tAere is salvation in no one else; for themoi®ther
name under heaven that has been given among mehibly we must be saved" (Acts 4:12).



Do you need a Shepherd to provide direction, nourishment and protection?

Jesus is the Shepherd, the Good One. "I am the gjuegherd; the good shepherd lays down His liféhfer
sheep” (John 10:11). Jesus is the Good Shepherdyaweoup His life to give you eternal life. Thesesternal
security and assurance in the Good Shepherd alon2%-30). There is no other shepherd; all the aes
wolves.

Do you find yourself going through the shadow of death?

Jesus is the resurrection and life. Jesus saidaty Bihd Martha who were grieving over the deattheir
brother, "I am the resurrection and the life; heovilelieves in Me will live even if he dies, and Bxe who
lives and believes in Me will never die. Do youibeg this?" (John 11:25-26). When it comes timptith the
sheet over your head there is no one else to eudesus alone is our only hope in the presendeath. His
death is the death that ends all deaths. He atiseefrom the dead and gives eternal life to all wiibbelieve
on Him.

Do you need absolute truth, the perfect way, and the only giver of abundant life?

Jesus is the Way, the Truth and the Life. He sh@mn the way, and the truth, and the life; no oomes to
the Father but through Me" (John 14:6). Therengpdy no other place to look, no other person or fgouirn
to. There is none other who can take you by thel laaud lead you into the presence of our heavertlyeFa
Jesus alone is the way, the truth and the lifevliagive you eternal life in the presence of tl@RD God.
Are you looking to lesser gods to give you abundiéef?

Do you need unbroken fellowship with God?

Jesus is the only person who can provide you wastiemance, communion and continual fellowship with
great | AM because He is the | AM. Jesus said,M the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresgéohn
15:1). Then Jesus said, "l am the vine, you ardthrches; he who abides in Me and | in him, hesemich
fruit, for apart from Me you can do nothing" (v. Bjow | wish God's children would learn that grzath. Has
the Lord removed every false security from your Bb that you will realize that "apart from Me y@an do
nothing?" There is blessedness in nothingness.tAmen Jesus Christ you can do nothing.

Note very carefully that in every one of these ggah the Gospel of John, Jesus has revealed Hiasstie
| AM. He is Jehovah. He is the LORD. He is God with He was using the great divine name He gave to
Moses for the absolute, timeless existence of @BD God. He was walking and talking with these men
revealing this great truth among them.

Will you be a part of that great company in heatheat will bow their knees before the Lord Jesusi€hthe
name that is above every name, and confess "Jésist (S Lord, to the glory of God the Father" (PBi11)?

Have you discovered the all-sufficient Savior? e can meet our every need if we will trust HBoit
we have to meet Him on His conditions, not ours.

HE SEES AND PROVIDES FOR HIS OWN
This great truth was revealed to Abraham.

A time of testing

The LORD God tested Abraham to see if he would tHis to be able to fulfill His covenant. In His
covenant God promised Abraham descendants who vbeuéd numerous as the stars of heaven and thénsand
the desert. Years passed by and Abraham and Secamb old without any descendants of their ownnThe
God provided a "miracle” child in their old age shhiame was Isaac.

In Genesis 22:8-18 God revealed to Abraham thatlbiee is able to see and provide for Abraham and
Isaac. Jehovah, the LORD sees and provides farebds of His people. God cares for His people aand H
provides as no one else can.

God commanded Abraham to go and offer up a saerifis they walked up the mountain Isaac was getting
concerned about not having a lamb to sacrificeamked his father, "Behold, the fire and the woad vithere



is the lamb for the burnt offering?" (v. 7) Abrahaaid, "God will provide for Himself the lamb fdre burnt
offering, my son." So the two of them walked ondtigr (v. 8). God will see and provide. If God @y to be
faithful to His promise, He is going to have tosehim from the dead (cf. 21:12).

When the father and the son arrived at the placestce the sacrifice without a lamb, Abraham binié t
altar, arranged the wood, bound his son Isaaclahdhim on the altar on top of the wood. It wagn&t the
faith of Abraham, but Isaac, too! Abraham stretcbetlhis hand, and took the knife to slay his son 9-10).
That was a giant step of faith on the part of ttbdr and the son.

God'’s perfect timing

But the angel of thedrbD called to him from heaven and said, "Abraham, Abma!" And he said, "Here |
am." He said, "Do not stretch out your hand agatmstiad, and do nothing to him; for now | knowttiiau fear
God, since you have not withheld your son, youy@ain, from Me." Then Abraham raised his eyes and
looked, and behold, behind him a ram caught irthileket by his horns; and Abraham went and tookréme
and offered him up for a burnt offering in the @aaf his son. Abraham called the name of that pldeeLORD
Will Provide, as it is said to this day, "In the am of the lORD it will be provided” (Genesis 22:11-14).

The LORD God is always saying to us on every oorasiYour heavenly Father knows that you need all
these things" (Matt. 6:32), and then Jesus procteetddl us the secret (v. 33). He said, "But skesk His
kingdom and His righteousness, and all these thii®e added to you."

Since He is a faithful Father He sees and knowdjtae impossible for Him not to provide. It is$dnhature
to provide for His kingdom. Since He sees and knadwesalways provides. When the Lord God says tq You
am the One who sees your need," He is also sayiag) the One who sees your need and | will provide
because | cannot see it and not provide what isfoeMy own."

Why doesn’'t God provide the way | want Himto do it  ?

As an all knowing and seeing person, He sees whatoanot need, and He chooses not to provide what i
not in His and our best interest. He provides His/\best. We are so willing to choose the secostl iecause
our vision is limited and our interests are selfide is also completely aware of what we needwleatio not
see. If God in His wisdom gave us all that we wastead of what we need, our most important neexdd\go
unmet. The Great | AM WHO | AM, Jehovah, LORD Gass the complete picture and provides what He
considers to be His very best.

He saw our sin and depravity and cared enoughnio ldés very best when He sent His Son, Jesus Qbrist
come and die for us. God stayed the knife in thedled Abraham, but plunged it deep into the hefHis only
begotten Son at Calvary. There was no substitut€daol’'s Son. He was the magnificent, all-sufficieatb of
God who made perfect atonement for our sins. He ganself on behalf of our sins. God Himself in the
person of His Son saw our need and provided "tmeld aithout blemish and without spot.” The LORD God
has seen and fully provided for our greatest need.

Since His heart is as large as His infinite povkere is no need that can go unmet. God’s visiares
perfect provision for every need. "And my God wilipply all your needs according to His riches orgin
Christ Jesus" (Phil. 4:19).

HE FIGHTS OUR SPIRITUAL BATTLES
Do we tend to ask the same question Israel askex$/dls the LORD among us, or not?" (Exodus 17:7)

Where is God when | need Him?

All these things sound great Wil, but where is @deen | am in the fight of my life? The forces ofleese
up against God'’s people and Joshua went out tetiad Amalek. "So it came about when Moses heldisp
hand, that Israel prevailed, and when he let higlftlown, Amalek prevailed” (v. 11). When Moses gtigad
he sat on a stone and Aaron and Hur supportedahidshon either side of him. That day as the suNeses
and the children of Israel learned that "The LORDMy Banner" (v. 15). The Lord demonstrated todkthat
He will fight for us if we will allow Him. All thatHe demands of us is to be still and trust Him.tT&ahe only
way we can ever succeed in spiritual conflicts.



Have you learned that great truth from our God?t&te pride in our natural abilities and our pragmat
self-sufficient nature. But we never win spiritinattles with those resources. Ours is a spiritatildband we
are to put on the spiritual armor and walk by falths God’s armor, not our armor that wins spigit battles.
Our interference with our natural powers and abgionly hinders the Holy Spirit. We win the batildy when
we trust Him to gain the victory. We cooperate wiim when by faith we put on the spiritual armodarust
the leading of the Holy Spirit and use our spilittaapons (Ephesians 6:10-20).

We are to abide in the Lord and draw our strengimfHim. Your natural abilities are no match in a
spiritual war. You trust in yourself and you widif miserably spiritually. You trust in your ownikties and
you will turn into a rebel. It is a spiritual bative are in, and a spiritual victory is won byHait Christ alone.
We get into a verbal fistfight and the Devil wiletvictory every time, not God. We get into a $pai war,
and use gossip, bickering, backbiting, negativenblgame tactics, harsh criticism, etc. Only Satas Wose
battles because we play into his game plan. Gotho=nus He is very capable of winning the victdrye put
on our spiritual armor and trust Him.

We win through submission

The angel of the LORD wrestled Jacob one night (38r22-30). In the battle Jacob was wining agatimst
angel of the LORD. Jacob’s resistance againstrtigelavas so great that "he could not prevail agédiims."
The angel was losing the fight. The angel of theRIDxtouched the socket of Jacob’s thigh and diskutét
while he wrestled with Jacob (v. 25). God made Bdame and weak so he would no longer wrestle ®id.
Jacob gained power when he lost it. He conquerezhwale failed.

Things haven’t changed. Has the LORD wrestled wath lately and won? You and | win by losing. The
LORD wrestles with us so we will lose, and learmépend completely on Him. Have you learned thestda?
We fight with God as long as we have any strengfth The Lord finally touches us in our strongasiaato
demonstrate to us that we really are weak and és=pl

Only when our self-confidence, self-competences@aal resources are demonstrated for what thely real
are do we win. Only when we realize our helplessaesl yield to Him do we conquer. Our victory ie th
spiritual life is always a victory through weakne$slways takes us to the cross.

The apostle Paul learned this lesson the hard @ag.brought him to the end of himself. "And He bagl
to me, ‘My grace is sufficient for you, for powerperfected in weakness.’” Most gladly, thereforeillirather
boast about my weaknesses, so that the power oft@may dwell in me. Therefore | am well contentiwi
weaknesses, with insults, with distresses, witlsguartions, with difficulties, for Christ's sakerf@hen | am
weak, then | am strong" (2 Cor. 12:9-10).

Since Jesus has demonstrated Himself to be tlsaiffi¢ient Savior, the great | AM, are you stifitng to do
it yourself, or do you trust Him? If you still ttkryou can do it yourself you don’t need the Sauite.comes to
the weak and helpless and gives life (Matt. 11:08-3

THE LORD IS HERE

| will be with you

The Lord Jesus is here when we need Him. All a$ehteuths from God’s Word demonstrate to us the Lor
is here. Yes, He is right here with us today. Heith you as you read this study on the magnificaltt
sufficient Savior. He is always where we are. Hisspnce alone is always enough to meet our evex). dest
as He said to Israel, He says to us today, "I vglwith you." Nine times in the Old Testament Hiel $a Israel,
"l will be with you." "When you pass through thetes, | will be with you; and through the riversey will
not overflow you. When you walk thought the fireuywill not be scorched, nor will the flame burruyo
(Isaiah 43:2).

At Moses’ death the LORD said to Joshua and thelpeaf Israel, "No man will be able to stand befgoei
all the days of your life. Just as | have been Wittses, | will be with you; I will not fail you diorsake you"
(Joshua 1:5).

The presence of the Lord is our present securétyite will meet all our needs. With His presencecare
face our greatest foe and win. The apostle Paubappted this great truth.



"Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Wiibulation, or distress, or persecution, or fagin
or nakedness, or peril, or sword? Just as it ifew; "FOR YOUR SAKE WE ARE BEING PUT TO DEATH ALL
DAY LONG; WE WERE CONSIDERED AS SHEEP TO BE SLAUGHTEREBUL in all these things we
overwhelmingly conquer through Him who loved ust Fam convinced that neither death, nor life, nor
angels, nor principalities, nor things present,thorgs to come, nor powers, nor height, nor demoin,
any other created thing, will be able to separateam the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus ou
Lord" (Romans 8:35-39).

Jesus is God with us

Yes, Jesus is "God with us." He is Immanuel. GodQreator, and Redeemer, came down to this eadh an
dwells among us. He is here. He is in our midstitHdways here. He is "God with us."”
He is everywhere present, surrounding, sustainmighalding us secure in His safe keeping. Closkleis
than our very breath. He reminds us today, "I néVer leave you nor forsake you."
"Make sure that your character is free from theelomoney, being content with what you have; for
He Himself has said, WiLL NEVER DESERT YOU NOR WILL | EVER FORSAKEYOU,' so that we confidently
say, "HE LORD IS MY HELPER | WILL NOT BE AFRAID. WHAT WILL MAN DO TO ME?" Jesus Christ is the
same yesterday and today and forever" (Hebrews@,35.
The apostle Peter appropriated this great truth\atgen he wrote, "Therefore humble yourselves utiter
mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you at theppr time, casting all your anxiety on Him, becaldse
cares for you" (1 Peter 5:6-7).

SOME ABIDING PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICAL APPLICATIONS

Since Jesus Christ is God, then He has every right to my full allegiance and
complete loyalty.

Because He is God | fully accept Him as Lord andtdiaof my life. There can never be any room for
indifference to His person. We have no exceptiantddollow Him. It is all or nothing. Jesus claich& be all
that men need for spiritual life. What is your resge to such an offer?

When Jesus Christ is acknowledged as God in the fle  sh we are confronted
with a personal decision.

Will it be Jesus Christ as Lord of my life or my mwod made in my own image? | choose the magnificen
all-sufficient Savior over all lesser gods. Youpid® determines where you will spend eternity. Wil cast
stones at the Rock of Ages? You cannot get ridiof By throwing stones at Him. He will not go aw&ach
individual must stand before Him on Judgment Day.

Since the claims of Jesus Christ are true we mustb  ow and worship Him alone
as God.

The eternal preexistence of Jesus Christ as thM isfour guarantee of eternal security. Jesus asguhe
divine name and title of Yahweh, Jehovah, LORD wHersaid, "I am the way, the truth and the life;ome
comes to the Father but through Me." Practicallgrgthing Jesus said was an indirect claim to déitgnd the
Father are one" (John 10:30). He claimed to bevd&haising the very word "Jehovah." Have you
acknowledged His claim on your life and worshipachtdas "My Lord and my God"?

The claims of Jesus Christ remain unchanged. Tmsenbt eradicated His claim to be God. That samgsJe
is the same yesterday, today and forever.

John R. W. Stott keenly observes: "So close wasbisection with God that He equated a man’s deitu
to Himself with his attitude to God. Thus, to knélim was to know God (John 8:19; 14:17); to see Mias to
see God (John 12:45; 14:9); to believe in Him veelsdlieve in God (John 12:44; 14:1); to receive hias to
receive God (Mark 9:37); to hate Him was to hatel Glmhn 15:23); and to honor Him was to honor Glathi
5:23)" Basic Chrigtianity, p. 26).
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