Hebrews 10:26-31

Christ or Judgment

In a majestic passage on encouraging one anokteewriter of Hebrews brings us to the last warning
passage in Hebrews 10:26-31. It is similar to the io 6:4-8.

What are the consequences of rejecting Jesus €hrist

"For if we go on sinning willfully after receivintpe knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains
sacrifice for sins, but a terrifying expectationjwdgment and the fury of a fire which will consuthe
adversaries. Anyone who has set aside the Law skEBldies without mercy on the testimony of twchoee
witnesses. How much severer punishment do you tienkill deserve who has trampled underfoot the &on
God, and has regarded as unclean the blood obtrenant by which he was sanctified, and has indulte
Spirit of grace? For we know Him who said, 'Vengaais Mine, | will repay.’ And again, 'The Lord iyjildge
His people.' It is a terrifying thing to fall intbe hands of the living God" (Hebrews 10:26-31, \8&S).
Unless otherwise noted all Scripture quotationdram New American Standard bible, 1995 Update.

Jesus declared, "I am the way, and the truthtleadife; no one comes to the Father but through (dlehn
14:6). And the apostle Peter finished a powerfulne® on the death and resurrection of Jesus Gaysng,
"There is salvation in no one else; for there iotieer name under heaven that has been given amendpy
which we must be saved" (Acts 4:12).

The death of Jesus Christ is the all-sufficientrpagt for sin, and if a person rejects it for whateneason
there is only the judgment in the end.

In contrast to the Christian's perseverance irptegious paragraph, the author now takes a selooksat
apostasy. Here is a strong warning against regtiia truths of God's atoning sacrifice by Christ.

God is the God of Grace

The writer of Hebrews believed Christians can halleassurance of their salvation because theythest
faith in the perfect atoning sacrifice of Christ.

The book of Hebrews teaches us about the God oégBecause of what Christ has accomplished fonus
the cross, and His presence before the throne dfiGbeaven as our high priest we can come boletfgre His
throne of grace. We have access into the presdr@edto offer praise to Him for our salvation, andur
time of need. This whole section of Hebrews (7:1t8Dhas been about the saving grace of God, treray
sacrifice of Christ and His priesthood. We haveeasdo God based upon the blood of Jesus (9:12,0149,
29; 12:24; 13:12, 20). Jesus' death was an at@aiagfice for our sins. Christians are participasftthe new
covenant with God based on the death of Jesuselslplaces great stress upon this new covenamipased
to the old covenant under Moses.

The author of Hebrews reminds us of 1 John 5:11ABd the testimony is this, that God has given us
eternal life, and this life is in His Son. He whastthe Son has the life; he who does not havedhetGod
does not have the life. These things | have writteyou who believe in the name of the Son of Gadthat
you may know that you have eternal life" (1 Johhil513).

There is coming a day when we must each give anuatof ourselves to the Lord God. "Not forsaking o
own assembling together, as is the habit of somiegihcouraging one another; and all the more asgeuhe
day drawing near. . . . For yet in a very littleihHe who is coming will come, and will not detfayHebrews
10:25, 37).

The readers of Hebrews had received the knowletittee@ospel. There is no hint of any deficiencyhair
knowledge. We will assume as in the other warniagspges these readers understand these truths.

God is Holy
This warning passage echoes the previous passages.



"For if we go on sinning willfully after receivintpe knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains
sacrifice for sins, but a terrifying expectationiwdgment and the fury of a fire which will consuthe
adversaries" (Hebrews 10:26-27).

"Sinning willfully" catches our attention immedidteThe present tense prevents us from identifyimg as
isolated acts of sin. Other passages of Scripteselg teach there is forgiveness for sin for Cirarss who sin.
"If we say that we have fellowship with Him and yedlk in the darkness, we lie and do not practieettuth;
but if we walk in the Light as He Himself is in thaght, we have fellowship with one another, ane bood of
Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin. If we lsatywe have no sin, we are deceiving ourselvegtanttuth is
not in us. If we confess our sins, He is faithfadlaighteous to forgive us our sins and to clearssom all
unrighteousness. If we say that we have not sinmednake Him a liar and His word is not in us" ¢hd 1:6-
10). "My little children, I am writing these thiado you so that you may not sin. And if anyone sime have
an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the emid; and He Himself is the propitiation for ourssiand not
for ours only, but also for those of the whole wibi(1 John 2:1-2). "Brethren, even if anyone isgi# in any
trespass, you who are spiritual, restore such aroaespirit of gentleness; each one looking torgeli, so that
you too will not be tempted” (Galatians 6:1). Chigsour great high priest who is interceding fetiévers who
sin (Heb. 2:17-18; 4:15-16).

Since the Scriptures do not contradict themselwnethis context the sinning referred to in versa26
continual, willful, voluntarily and deliberatelytentional. In this context it is the once-for-a]ection of the
sacrifice of Jesus Christ for sin. For this reaserare told there is no sacrifice available fos thillful
rejection of Christ. Verse 25 also strengthensitiiexpretation. There is simply no other placgador
cleansing for sin. Jesus alone paid the full piaceour redemption. This would especially be triidewish
people who were tempted to go back to the Templals. They were departing from the living God by
abandoning the atoning sacrifice of Christ. Thdlfulisinning" is an apostasy from the Christiarthalt is a
willful rejection of Christ.

If a person willfully goes on rejecting Christ thely prospect is nothing left but "a terrifying eqpation of
judgment and the fury of a fire which will consuthe adversaries" (vv. 26-27). It is an eternal judgt that
awaits those who reject Christ.

God is a God of vengeance. God hates sin, anditinemn@ust judge the sinner. "Vengeance is minalll w
repay," is a truth we must accept if we acceptitiid that God is holy. "The Lord will judge Hisgae."

| have observed that most people don't want topadbe fact that God is a holy God because theyt tike
the idea of judgment and wrath of God. Salad bawoltgy is unrealistic. We do not have the privilege
picking and choosing what we want to believe afectevhat is inconvenient or not appealing. A Ibt o
motivational preaching in our day tells people wihaty want to hear, but has no gospel at all. peags to the
flesh and worldly-minded Christians. It is a puedf-$elp pop-psychology program of a gospel of feeds,
but void of Biblical theology. It is lacking in kehced truth.

God is just; He does forgive sins; He does turnyaiia wrath based upon the sacrifice of Christ. Bat
does it on His terms, not ours.

God's wrath

"It is a terrifying thing to fall into the hands tife living God." We cannot escape the truth is treat
passage that divine judgment and the wrath of Gedeal.

It is "a terrifying expectation of judgment and fiaey of a fire which will consume the adversaries”
(Hebrews 10:27). It is a just act of a righteowdge, and is therefore judgment that is frightfuitgelf. It is a
terrifying thing to fall into the hands of the Ing God. It is a judicial act standing before a tgglus God. His
wrath is seen as "the fury of a fire," literallyst"a zeal of fire" or "zeal (furry) of fire." Is the holy fire of
God's presence. It is the picture of the fiery masef God against all sin. This fire is descrilzdconsuming
the adversaries.



The truth of the gospel of Jesus Christ shouldeagsto tremble at the power and the wrath andneahg of
God. The wrath of God is a raging fire of holy figbus indignation and anger at sin.

It would be bad enough for a Jewish person to téfeccovenant of God and suffer the punishment
according to the Law of Moses (Deut. 17:2-7). Bertenthe author speaks of those who trample undeitlie
blood of the new covenant, the blood of the SoGaod. How far worse it would be to reject the SoiGod.
This individual is treating the blood of Jesus @ssthing common, just like the blood of a malefagtbo died
with Jesus on the cross. Such a person considesdaldod of Jesus cheap, and not the once-foratifice for
sin. He considered it as unclean. This would begat the death of Christ as blasphemy.

"Anyone who has set aside the Law of Moses dielsouit mercy on the testimony of two or three witiesss
(Hebrews 10:28). Those who rejected the Law of &édosere put to death. Since that was true, "Howhmuc
severer punishment do you think he will deserve wa® trampled under foot the Son of God, and g ded
as unclean the blood of the covenant by which hesaactified, and has insulted the Spirit of grace?
(Hebrews 10:29)

Listen to the warnings in Hebrews of the day drgwiear. . . terrifying expectation of judgment dnel
fury of a fire which will consume the adversariessevere punishment. . . vengeance is mine| rgphy. . .
the Lord will judge His people. It is a terrifyiriging to fall into the hands of the living God.

That is serious stuff. If you are a true believedésus Christ it makes you want to do business @atd
now, not later. It brings conviction of the soul@ke sure all things are right with Him.

Sin is what God is angry about.
When is God a consuming fire?
The Bible does not teach annihilation.

"How much severer punishment do you think he waerve who has trampled under foot the Son of God,
and has regarded as unclean the blood of the covbgiavhich he was sanctified, and has insultedSghieit of
grace? For we know Him who said, 'Vengeance is Mimgll repay.’ And again, "The Lord will judge $i
people.' It is a terrifying thing to fall into thends of the living God" (Hebrews 10:29-31).

It will be a dreadful, terrifying day of judgmerdrfthe sinner unless he has been forgiven by fai@hrist.
For whom is there no longer any sacrifice for sin?

Let's go back to verse 26. It is "a terrifying esagion of judgment and the fury of a fire whichlwi
consume the adversaries" (Hebrews 10:27). Thexedgifying expectation of judgment if we rejecdds
truth. The whole book of Hebrews has presented ovityoptions. God has provided one perfect saeriie
our sins in the death of Jesus Christ on the ctbas accept that sacrifice by faith God will chsg, forgive
and pardon us. The other option is if we rejectatier of grace through faith in Christ we will &@athe
terrifying judgment of God. There are no other opsi. God has made the perfect provision for esgapis
righteous wrath. Don't blame God if you choosedtier option. God has provided for the believer wina
could never provide for ourselves. He sent His &en to die in our place and therefore turn awaynragh of
God. The wrath of God has been propitiated by #ueifice of Christ. God provided that sacrificenfsi man
did not offer the propitiation. God did. The wagésin were paid in full on our behalf.

We do not have the privilege of rejecting the Wwrat God because we want a loving, friendly ddityhere
is no wrath to escape, there is no gospel. Whyldi®ad go to the extreme of sending His Son toodi¢he
cross if there was no need for it?

Christianity is no fairytale. It is divine truth;is the revelation of God to sinful man. Thattrutcludes the
fact of sin, the holiness of God, His judicial wraand the atoning sacrifice of Christ for the &edir. God is a
loving God of grace, but He is also a holy God. Yaunot have one without the other. Because Hw/iag
He has made a way to escape His wrath. That igabé news of Jesus Christ.

That leads us to the question for whom is therlonger any sacrifice for sin? Of whom is the autbir
Hebrews speaking?



Who are these people?
They have rejected the person of the Son of Gaglwdrk on the cross, and the person of the HolyitSpi

They are individuals who go on sinning (v. 26). &lptesent tense in the Greek. They go on sinning
willfully. The writer of Hebrews does not have inm a particular kind of sin, but the willingnesssin against
the grace of God. It is an attitude of contempttif@ salvation provided by the death and resuoedaf Christ.
They have permanently repudiated God's provisiomatenement for sin. The sacrifice for sin is ofareall
rejected by this person. The only sacrifice thadk @aal with sin has been rejected, and there isther
sacrifice that can atone for sin. With this rejectthere is no other name given under heaven whérelsan be
saved. He has rejected the only means of salvation.

They are also described as God's "adversarie27{v.The wrath of God is focused against theseradvies
(hupenantios) meaning "opposed, contrary, hostile." It will some them. They have rejected the grace of God,
and have become God opponents.

In verse 29 the worst thing possible is sternlyestathey have trampled under foot the Son of Gbeby
very one who died as their substitute on the dnassbeen treated in the most horrible manner. Theg
regarded the blood of the covenantlasros) "unclean.” They consider it as common, the ogpasi holy.
They see the precious blood of the Son of God mesung cheap and profane. They do not regardthes
precious blood that cleanses from all sin. Theyadlosee it as the propitiation that turns awayhath of God.
It is to them no more than any other animal. Therething special about it in their eyes.

Observe also how they have treated the Holy Spitit scorn and mockery. Moreover, verse 29 tellthey
have arrogantly "insulted the Spirit of grace.” ¥imave "outraged the Spirit of grace" "Outraged"insulted”
(enubrizo) is a good translation. Their minds were illumathby the Spirit of God, they enjoyed the benefits
Christian fellowship, but they rejected it and ahts go on sinning in unbelief. The Holy Spirithe one who
brings sinners to God, accomplishes regeneratimhsanctifies them. He is the "Spirit of grace"¢Hariah
12:10).

This is a description of the unpardonable sin (ME2t32). This person has insulted the third perdfdhe
Trinity, and there is no forgiveness of this sim Ghristian can commit the unpardonable sin bectheskloly
Spirit lives within Him. He is a new creation (21C6:14-21). However, the person in the contexhif
passage in Hebrews is rejecting the saving wodesiis Christ, and the regeneration by the HolyitSpire
author is not talking about doubting one's salvatithis is open hatred of the Gospel of Jesus Clurithe
point of never trusting in Christ as your savior.

It is to these people the author says God is auwrning) fire because there is nowhere else to tunerdis
no other means of salvation.

Observe the severity of the problem.

They knew the truth of the gospel. They chose dig sinning willfully after receiving the knowlee @f
the truth” (v. 26). They are without excuse. Thewtd the gospel of saving grace through JesustCéanid
they turned away. They have received the "full kisalge" €pignosis). It is the revelation of God by Jesus
Christ they are rejecting. Therefore there is rwiiee for sins left.

They were even considered a part of "God's peopleey associated with Christians and the churcleyTh
had gone through all the rituals, but were neveegdaThere are many in the visible church who atamthe
body of Christ. Many have their names on churcts iwho are not Christians.

"The Lord will judge His people" is probably beakén in the same sense as "Not all those fromllarae
Israel" (Rom. 9:6). They have a name for themselvetsthey are not born again believers. They maxer
been regenerated by the Holy Spirit. They are erbtioks, but not in "the book of life." Their nameaot
written down in heaven.



The writer of Hebrews gives his readers the bewétfihe doubt as those who have professed fai@hmist.
However, he is fully aware the visible church ané true church of God are not necessarily the shlmés not
talking about denominations, but the sovereigngdGod.

It is interesting how he ties in "not forsaking @wn assembling together" in fellowship and worghip
verse 25 with those who continue "willfully sinnihand turning away from the saving benefits of gospel of
Christ.

What is the meaning of sanctified?
How then shall we understand the word "sanctifiadhis passage?

There are a few who teach that you can be truly lbgain, justified by faith in Christ alone, and lge
finally lost by forsaking the truth. This would bepartial sanctification.

Another view sees it as the judgment of believethajudgment seat of Christ (2 Cor. 5:10-13), thet
great white throne judgment of the lost unbelie&wsv. 20:11-15). The believer would lose his relyaut not
his salvation.

Most conservative evangelical Bible scholars tedholse who are truly elect and born again will bptke
from apostasy by the work of the Holy Spirit. Na'gmn truly set apart to God would ever apostafibey have
been perfected for all time, i.e. set apart to Goce and for all. This is the overall message eftibok of
Hebrews. Those who are of the elect of God wilethked to the warning and persevere in faith insthr

God knows who the elect are, and they will remaithful to Him. They have been set apart to HimHids
glory. If a person does not hold fast to the endshet of the elect. His apostasy simply demonssréhat he is
not a true believer. He has never become a partdKkehnrist. He is not "in Christ."

"For by one offering He has perfected for all tithese who are sanctified" (Hebrews 10:14). Thikéstrue
sanctification that is sure evidence of being etlyrset part to God. The believer is perfectedaibtime.

The meaning of sanctification in verse 29 is het$ame as in verse 14. Verse fourteen speaks ohtte-
for-all eternal sanctification whereby we are garato God permanently. In verse 29 the strees iguilt after
apostasy. It is an outward purification, but thierao change in the heart. It is not a real sanatibn of the
heart. It is merely external. True sanctificatienrmverse 14 is in the heart and is a separatem §in and
dedication to God.

Are true believers ever guilty of complete apostasy?

| think the evidence of the Scripture says, no. fida issue is what is your personal relationship desus
Christ. Only you and God know.

| think the best approach is to humbly come betod and realize that this would be the outcome if a
person does apostatize. It causes the true beliewerarch his own heart to make sure of his m#laliip with
Christ. The true believer will be sensitive to thely Spirit. It is a serious thing to stand beftiie Lord God.
Everyone will one day give an answer to the Lordeigard to their relationship to Him, and how theye
lived this life. One day God will purge all hypaes. The wheat and the tares grow together. Oely.¢ind
God knows the difference; He judges the heart.liviveg God is fully aware of every person and their
relationship with Him.

It is a terrible thing to reject the perfect sacefof Christ for sin. This is a personal choicenfevil heart of
unbelief. They openly renounce the blood of theetiant.

Let me show you a better way. If your heart is bgrerced by the Holy Spirit as you read this Bistiedy
let me encourage you to call upon the name of tird Desus Christ and ask Him for forgiveness, ciegnand
spiritual healing. He is ready to forgive you rigtaw and bring reconciliation. If your heart is s#iwe to the
Spirit this is the right time for you do businesshaHim. The perfect atonement of Jesus Chrisv&lable to
you. He died for all your sins. He wants you toengnce His peace. "There is now no condemnatiothfise
who are in Christ Jesus." "Therefore, having Qastified by faith, we have peace with God throwgin Lord



Jesus Christ, through whom also we have obtainedchtroduction by faith into this grace in which wkand;
and we exult in hope of the glory of God" (Romaris %)
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