Hebrews 10:32-39
Remember Who You are in Christ

The writer of Hebrews is consistent about givingagoof encouragement after he has stated
his warnings against apostasy (Hebrews 6:4-8; 18126

"But remember the former days, when, after beirimletened, you endured a great conflict
of sufferings, partly by being made a public speletéhrough reproaches and tribulations, and
partly by becoming sharers with those who wergeaiéd. For you showed sympathy to the
prisoners and accepted joyfully the seizure of ywoperty, knowing that you have for
yourselves a better possession and a lasting ¢weeefbre, do not throw away your confidence,
which has a great reward. For you have need ofranda, so that when you have done the will
of God, you may receive what was promised. Foiryatvery little while, He who is coming
will come, and will not delay. But My righteous oslkeall live by faith; And if he shrinks back,
My soul has no pleasure in him. But we are nohoté who shrink back to destruction, but of
those who have faith to the preserving of the s@débrews 10:32-39, NASB95). All
Scripture references unless otherwise noted ane tihe New American Standard Bible 1995
Update.

It does us good to remember where we have beeripardvaluate where we are going. The
sensitive heart will submit to the probing of thelyiSpirit and repent of sinful thoughts,
attitudes, behaviors, and refocus on Christ. ltaisl to forget some things, even with God's
help. That is where His cleaning and forgivenesgeeded. On the other hand, there are some
wonderful things we need to write down and rememWér need to recall them and keep them
in our memory.

Christians draw encouragement from past experiehealking with the Lord. We stand
back and see His sustaining grace, His provisiogf salvation, and praise to His glory and
say | saw God do it. We remember how He reacheddowlis grace and mercy and pointed
us to the saving death of Christ and believed oms€Cas our Savior. We remember how He has
been there for us when there was no other platernoWe have watched Him open doors of
opportunity and privilege to serve Him. We rememibeise special intimate moments of
entering into His presence, and the daily abidmblim. These remembrances cause us to
refocus our faith in our great God and Savior. Wniger of Hebrews now admonishes us to
remember who you are in Christ. Look forward to ¢bening of the Lord Jesus Christ in all of
His glory.

Remember your former days.

The author of Hebrews admonishes his readers &p"ka remembering"” those special
events in the Christian life. He uses the Greekereimperative which is not a timid
suggestion. Remember the early ages and stagesioCyristian life. Remember how and
when you put your faith in Christ as your Savionduld encourage you to take a few minutes
and write out personal testimony of God's saviraggrn 250 words. Keep in mind three
things: 1) this was my life before | came to Chrigtis is why | need Christ to save me. | am a
sinner, radically depraved and Christ died for B)elhis is when | placed my faith in the
saving grace of God and was born again. | beli@e@hrist as my Savior. 3) This is what God



is doing in and through my life since the day btad in Christ to save me. This is how He has
changed my life. You will be surprised how the HS8lyirit will enable you to recall how He
brought you to repentance, faith in Christ anddin@nges He has brought about since He began
His life in you. He will open doors for you to skahis simple testimony of His saving grace.

Remember when you began you walk with Christ. Reb@rthose good things he has done
in your life.

Remember when you were "enlightened.”

"Enlightened" photizo) from "to give light to, light up, illuminate" sigfies spiritual light
that has been given to the person enlightened.iS lie effect of the Word of God on the
mind. It is the illumination of the Word of God the mind and heart of the individual hearing
it. They were enlightened by the Word of God ammlight to a saving faith in Christ. It is the
enlightenment that came when they were spirituafjenerated. It is the work of the Holy
Spirit applying His Word. Their spiritual eyes wengened to the truth of God's Word and the
good news of Christ.

Remember those delightful days when you first velieon Christ and were saved?

Persecutions

Accepting Jesus as the Messiah opened the dopefeonal attacks by their own
countrymen and pagans. They were persecuted vigibasause they declared their faith in
Christ. "But remember the former days, when, df@ng enlightened, you endured a great
conflict of sufferings, partly by being made a palsipectacle through reproaches and
tribulations, and partly by becoming sharers wihibise who were so treated" (Hebrews 10:32-
33).

The author of Hebrews uses an athletic metaphent¢ourage his readers to stand firm in the
midst of persecution. You stood your ground isitlea of "endured"hupomeno). After they
placed their trust in Christ they endured persecautistead of fleeing. They endured the hard
struggle with suffering.

"You endured a great conflict of suffering” or "artl struggle with suffering." You "endured
a harsh conflict of suffering after you were entggied” (NET). The "great conflictathlesis)
is literally "contest" or struggle. They were cardeng for a crown, and were resolute and did
not waver in the spiritual combat.

It is encouraging to note the intensity and rejuetiof the conflict. It is of great intensity.
The word igpolus meaning "much, great, strong, severe, hard, ggefgund.” They were
enduring an intense profound struggle with suffgsifpathema). The sufferings were the
severe trials that are descried in the next verses.

They were "made a public spectacle through repemahd tribulations” (v. 33a). The
"public spectacle"tfieatrizo) reminds us of the public derision, scorn and lidaat was
literally true of the believers who were exposedviilol beats in the Roman amphitheaters. The
story line in the book of Acts demonstrates thdéye@hristians were exposed to open shame,
persecution and derision (Acts 4:15-18; 5:17-184408:1; 9:1-2; 12:1-5; 13:50; 14:19; 16:19-
24, 37-39; 17:5-8, 13; 18:2; 19:9, 23ff; 21:27-28;16-17, 30). Stephen's martyrdom in Acts 8



Is an excellent example of this kind of persecutitames the brother of John was murdered by
King Herod (Acts 12:1-2).

These believers were exposed to public shame @ndaeh. They became the gazing stock
of public spectacle. Westcott noted that "reproadftect the character; afflictions affect
material prosperity.

They were "abused'dfieidismos) has the idea of reproach, defamation, insultbeyTwere
abused for being followers of Jesus. Again the eaghis on public reproach because of their
faith in Christ.

"Tribulations" thlipsis) is a more general picture of affliction, oppressitribulation brought
on because of their faith. These are pain suffsring

They shared "with those who were so treated” (3B%¢n those believers who had not been
directly persecuted suffered by being identifiethwhose who were savagely persecuted. They
were subject to the public reproaches and suffenmmart because they, too, were Christians.
They sympathized with those who were persecuteey Téfused to abandon their faith
knowing what the consequences could be. They wedriers" koinonos) with those who
suffered the shame. The word means one who takeemshare with another person something
in common. They shared the life of reproach andnghir being a believer.

For indeed "you showed sympathy to the prisonedsaacepted joyfully the seizure of your
property, knowing that you have for yourselves tdogossession and a lasting one" (Hebrews
10:34). The writer of Hebrews reverses the ordededs of verse 33 and emphasizes with more
definite instances in verse 34. "For indeed" or fifopoint of fact” they had become joint
partakers with the persecuted believers.

The fellow believers ran the risk of persecutionvisjting the imprisoned believers. They
showed "sympathy"simpatheo) with prisoners. Phillips paraphrases, "You syrijzad with
those who were put in prison."

Moreover, these believers joyfully accepted thengaring of their property. "For you . . .
accepted joyfully the seizure of your property, Wiy that you have for yourselves a better
possession and a lasting one" (Hebrews 10:34).rlingtcounter to the modern Christian
mindset. You cannot water it down. It is the sanessage of the beatitudes of Jesus. You
accepted joyfully the confiscation of your belorggnYou "accepted joyfully the seizure of
your property.” Their joy in Christ was so greatttit could not be extinguished by the loss of
their material prosperity.

Their personal possessions were seibadpage) denoting violent and unjust confiscation,
pillage, robbery, and extortion by authorities umglered by a mob. It is the forcible
confiscation of property in persecution. A couplgears ago | was conducting workshops in a
Baptist church in Honduras when a drug dealer thec€hristian woman who was an active
member of the church to sell her property at a ldeyalued price so he could take possession.
It was her house and it was paid for in full. Aletmembers of the church were gripped with
fear, intimidation and revulsion, but there washimag that could be done. They lawyers and
authorities shrugged their shoulders and turneebh eiar. This Christian purchased a smaller
home in another part of town. She resolved in ker beart the same attitude of these Hebrew



Christians. They yielded their property withoutiséance and with joy. They had a spiritual
prosperity far greater than any material prospexyld ever be valued. Westcott, "You gladly
accepted loss as if it were gain."”

You accepted it "with joy" (joyfully). The prepomih "with" denotes the attendant
circumstances of something that is taking placeehtas "with" the feeling of excitement, a
state of mind, filled with "joy" ¢hara). Jesus said, "Rejoice and be glad, for your rewar
heaven is great; for in the same way they persddbteprophets who were before you"
(Matthew 5:12).

How can a Christian have that kind of attitude® iy "knowing that you have for
yourselves a better possession and a lasting ®hat'is the peace of mind, the joy of heart, the
eternal security of knowing you have an eternakpssion of which no one can robe you.
Where are your possessions? What are you storimng hgaven?

Would you and | accept such news of confiscatioawfproperty with joy? They "accepted”
(prosdechomai) means to receive, welcome, receive willingly. Tirger implies that the
knowledge came to be realized through the triahd\King that you have for yourselves a better
possession and a lasting one" (NASB). "You knew yba certainly had a better and lasting
possession” (NET). Are you conscious of the faat ylou have for yourselves greater,
everlasting possessions? That great knowledgeayetilbur eyes back on right things. The
author is speaking of those eternal unseen olbpégjtory. The world may rob you of your
sacred objects, but you know that you still haweyfurselves something much better. Let's ask
God to clarify our values. Do you realize that ymssess something better and more lasting
that any earthly possession? We have an eternaliahce the world cannot touch. It is
something better and more lasting.

It is a "better possessiorkréitton) better, higher in rank, preferable. And it is '&mding
one" (meno) because it remains, continues to live. Beliebange an abiding possession of
which no one can robe them.

Remain steadfast
"Therefore, do not throw away your confidence, wihias a great reward" (Hebrews 10:35.

You have been steadfast; therefore, do not cast bikeaa worthless garment, this
confidence in Christ Jesus. Lenski said, "By alamsehold fast your assurance no matter what
comes!" Do not abandon your courage now.

Confidence in Christ

"Do not throw away your confidenceggrresia) meaning courage, confidence, boldness,
fearlessness in the presence of high ranking govemhofficials. Don't throw away your
confidence in God, and your faith in Christ.

Waiting on God and persevering demands patierad&ist enduring faith in God.

Endurance

"For you have need of endurance, so that when gwa done the will of God, you may
receive what was promised" (Hebrews 10:36). "Engtega lupomone) can be translated
"patience, endurance, fortitude, steadfastnesseperance." Every Christian must have patient
endurance to do the will of God daily. We espegiated it when times of stress.



The inheritance of eternal life is already sureusi(1 John 5:11-13; John 10:25-30; Phil 1:3-
6; Romans 8:31-39). What we need is patient endertmcontinue doing the will of God. God
will fulfill His promises. We faithfully fulfill the performance of God's will by looking to Christ
as our great High Priest for every need in ourydadlk with God.

Receive promise

The believer will receive a great reward when Ghagurns. We have the peace of God in
our hearts now, and the assurance of our eterwarden heaven. Let's show perseverance for
a short time longer as we wait the realized pronmsie time.

The reward rhisthapadosia) is literally the payment of wages.

"And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you willikecthe unfading crown of glory" (1
Peter 5:4).

Christ is coming

"For yet in a very little while, He who is comingliwome, and will not delay” (Hebrews
10:37). The one who is coming is the Messiah (MEéitt3; Luke 7:19-20; John 1:27; 11:27,
Rev. 1:4, 8; 4:8; 11:17). The Coming One has alreane, and He is coming again! He will
make His appearance before the public. "Coming Heame." By placing the definite article
before the participles the author stresses the iklasditle, "The Coming One will come and
not delay." One day we will see His personal gldhghe skies.

He is not going to fail to come as some would ssggeour day. "But do not let this one fact
escape your notice, beloved, that with the Lorddmeis like a thousand years, and a thousand
years like one day. The Lord is not slow aboutpt@mise, as some count slowness, but is
patient toward you, not wishing for any to perist for all to come to repentance. But the day
of the Lord will come like a thief, in which the dneens will pass away with a roar and the
elements will be destroyed with intense heat, aedetarth and its works will be burned up.
Since all these things are to be destroyed invthig what sort of people ought you to be in
holy conduct and godliness, looking for and hasigine coming of the day of God, because of
which the heavens will be destroyed by burning, thedelements will melt with intense heat!
But according to His promise we are looking for neeavens and a new earth, in which
righteousness dwells" (2 Peter 3:8-13).

Live by faith

"But My righteous one shall live by faith; and # Bhrinks back, My soul has no pleasure in
him. But we are not of those who shrink back tamesion, but of those who have faith to the
preserving of the soul" (Hebrews 10:38-39).

Who is it that lives by faith? Habakkuk 2:4 is heg to the Christian believer. Romans 1:17,
Galatians 3:11 and Hebrews 10:38 tells us the teimis one" lives by faith. Man is justified by
faith in Christ. The individual justified by beligg in Christ is saved. He is not only justified
by believing, but continues believing. He abide€hrist. The person who lives by faith obtains
the permanent blessing from God.

Here the principle of life of the righteous perssfaith. "The just shall live by faith." This is
the only way we shall survive the perilous timeuvimich we live. Albert Barnes said, "The



righteous shall live by continued confidence in Gdghith in this context is the continuing trust
in God, not just for our justification, but alsa fwur sanctification and glorification.

"My righteous one" is a believer. The person "dking back" is a reprobate who was never
saved. If he shrinks back he only proves he ipeotmte. The author of Hebrews stresses the
necessity of endurance in the righteousness. Td@&@tension here between forensic
righteousness which saves the believer and thé&eogs life that it produces. The only way an
individual can stand in a right relationship witledsis justification by faith in Jesus Christ.
God's forensic verdict is the believing sinneresldred righteous by God. It is always an alien
righteousness. It is something God provides; itreawer be provided by sinful man. Those who
are reckoned just before God can only live by faitmat right standing with God will produce a
life of righteousness. God's righteousness work® fihe inside out. He justifies us and then
goes to work transforming us by the abiding presesiche Holy Spirit. The person whose
faith has made him right with God must live by fiaih the same Savior.

How tragic to "shrink back" from trusting in Godhd idea is to shrink back in fear, in a
cowardly timidly fashion, and give up his faith. Wdragic to disappoint God. The book of
Hebrews is concerned with holding fast to onethfi;i the midst of temptations and suffering.
Warren Wiersbe said, "A believer who does not viglKaith goes back into the old ways an
wastes his life."

The author stresses in verse 39 that he and ldengare true Christians, and do not belong
to the reprobates who fall away. God is never gléasth disbelief or lack of faith.

"But we are not of those who shrink back to destoac¢ but of those who have faith to the
preserving of the soul" (Hebrews 10:39).

John Calvin said, "This is the real preservationwfsoul because by so doing we escape
eternal death.”" The true Christian will not in #red apostatize. The true believer will remain
faithful.

"We are not those who shrink back to destructitide'struction” époleia) means perdition,
destruction or perishes. Judas and the Antichmestalled "the son of perdition" (John 17:12; 2
Thess. 2:3). The context is describing final dedtom of apostates.

We shall see beautiful examples and illustratiowalking by faith in the chapters that
follow.

In the past these faith believers in Christ haddtibeir ground and withstood public shame
and persecution for their faith. They unashamedboaraged other believers who were
enduring persecution. Prisoners were not pamper@d@ur day. These Christians were
punished in prison. Like in many parts of the wiarday their daily food came from family and
friends or they starved. These believers considiétadge of honor to serve Christ by
ministering to persecuted Christians in prison.réheas a great risk involved, as in our day in
some areas of the world. The visiting Christianamee identified with the prisoner. They were
guilty by association.

Their focus was on their eternal inheritance ini§lwhich was laid up for them in heaven,
and it was so real to them that they did not carsmaterial prosperity of high value. What a
condemnation to much of our contemporary preacinirige 2£' century. One day they will



rise up to condemn our modern day secular humamstnmercialized Christianity. These
early Christians were willing to suffer materias$obecause the focused on a better inheritance
in the future.

The writer of Hebrews encourages us to clarify\alues and keep on keeping on living
Christ. W. H. Griffith-Thomas said, "The safeguaghinst degeneration, isolation, and
consequent failure is to make progress in the Génidife, and to proceed from point to point
from one elementary to the richest, fullest, deeprgerience."

The writer of Hebrews has confidence that his res;adee true born again regenerated
believers who have been justified by faith in Chiiderefore, he wants them to grow up in
Christ. We need to keep walking by the same fai#t $aved us. In this manner we will please
our great God and Savior. To shrink back in ounsZian walk will result not in the loss of
eternal life, but the loss of eternal rewards i @hristian life.
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