Hebrews 11:1-3

What is Biblical Saving Faith?

The clearest description and illustration of fagtiound in Hebrews 11. The author of Hebrews beugiith
the great Bible Hall of Faith saying, "Now faithtise assurance of things hoped for, the conviaticthings not
seen. For by it the men of old gained approvalfdiy we understand that the worlds were prepayeithd
word of God, so that what is seen was not madefahings which are visible" (Hebrews 11:1-3, NASB9
All Scripture quotations are from New American Stard Bible, 1995 Update unless otherwise noted.

It is as if the author is standing back as he lanlex the great Bible characters in the Old Testdraed
declares | saw God do it! It is an innumerabledissaints recorded in heaven. He can name orgwairf this
chapter.

Remember, the context is warning some individuathé Hebrew church who are tempted to shrink back
and return to Judaism. So the writer gives testyrairthese heroes of faith who remained faithfud &eep on
trusting in God in spite of all odds.

He has been developing the theme since chaptedemtaring the all sufficiency of Jesus Christ. 3esu
superior to the old covenant and its priesthoodsaudificial system. Christ offers a better covenbatter
sacrifice, demonstrated by His being superior éahgels, prophets, Moses, Aaron, Joshua, etc.

As the author developed his theme of the supeyiofiChrist to the old covenant the emphasis ishen
appropriation of the new covenant. It is strictlyfaith in Jesus Christ. "Abraham believed God, énehs
counted to him for righteousness." This chaptesitiates that great truth. No one in the Old Testdawas
saved by works. Works were the fruit of justifyifagth. That is not just a New Testament theme idatso
true of the Old Testament. Old Testament sainte waved the same way, grace through faith inah@rgy of
the atoning sacrifice of Jesus Christ. It is wrtmgay Old Testament saints were saved by the lfahoees,
and the New Testament saints saved by the graGedfSaving grace is seen all over the Old Testarmée
people of Israel were redeemed by the blood ofahmd at the Passover. They were a purchased pddme.
Law was given to define the way the redeemed pewsete to live. Indeed, the Law came long after Alara
was justified by faith. Read Romans chapter fouafoin-depth understanding of this principle ia Bible.

No one in the Old Testament could ever live ughltaw. They couldn't then, and they cannot nove Th
Law pointed its finger and declared all guilty of.s'The Scripture has shut up all men under $iat the
promise by faith in Jesus Christ might be givethtzse who believe" (Galatians 3:22). The apostld Baid,
"Therefore the Law has become our tutor to leatbuhrist, that we may be justified by faith. Buwnthat
faith has come, we are no longer under a tutorybarare all sons of God through faith in Chrigtuk® (vv.
24-26). Just as Abraham believed God and it wastedwor accredited to him as righteousness, we ar@o
justified by faith. "A man is justified by faith apt from the deeds of the law." No one has even lpesified on
the basis of works of the law. Works gives evideoica changed life based on faith in God's saviege

Therefore, the question that is so important istidaaving faith? We hear a lot about faith in tiedia.
Lots of books have been written about faith. Frgntdere is a lot of it is psychological hype.dtiot faith that
is focused in Jesus Christ. The clarion theme ®Qhd Testament is, "The just shall live by faith."

In our journey through the book of Hebrews we haveved at another major division in the writing.the
first ten chapters the author demonstrated cleébdyew covenant in the blood of Jesus is supgritire old
covenant in animal sacrifices. The sacrifices unidermld covenant symbolized the perfect sacridicthe true
Lamb of God. Now the author applies the great tafttihe substitutionary atonement of Jesus Choitihe
individual. Salvation is by faith, not by works.



The Nature of Faith (Heb. 11:1)

The author of Hebrews says, "Now faith is the amsce of things hoped for, the conviction of things
seen” (Heb 11:1). The word "faith" is the first Won the sentence in the original. (It is usedifes in
Hebrews). That is where the author focuses ountatte "Faith” pistis) means "firm persuasion, a conviction
based upon hearing." It is always used in the Nestdment of faith in God or Christ. In the exangdle
Abraham, his faith rested on God Himself (Rom. 420-21). In fact, Abraham by faith saw the daybfist
and rejoiced. Our faith must rest on the personvemidk of Jesus Christ.

M. R. Vincent said, "It is important that the preihary definition be clearly understood, sincefilliowing
examples illustrate it. The key is furnished byseeP7 as seeing Himwho isinvisible. Faith apprehends as a
real fact what is not revealed to the sensesstsmn that fact, acts upon it, and is upheld loy he face of all
that seems to contradict it. Faith is real seeing."

Several scholars see faith as "the title-deedevhat realities.” This saving faith is firm, sottdnfidence in
the things hoped for which includes the future nely¢éhe second coming of Christ, perseveranceesé#mnts.
Faith is sure and firm confidence in the thingsdwfor. These realities exist in spite of our resing them.
Faith basically deals with the future and with timseen. Faith is the confidence that the unseenefpromises
will transpire just as God has revealed they wilHis Word.

"This faith is that whereby the 'just shall livilrat is, it is a divine, supernatural, justifyirsgwing faith, the
faith of God's elect, the faith that is not of alves, but is of the operation of God, wherewittirake believers
are endowed from above. . . . Faith gives the thimgped for a real subsistence in the minds anido$dliem
that do believe. Faith mixes itself with the proesisvherein the things hoped for are promised; fgiths unto
the soul a taste of the goodness of the things igezin . . ;" wrote John Owen.

All of the Old Testament saints believed the unsé@éey trusted in the promise given by God and tieay
to wait and hope. F. F. Bruce says, "The promiskded to a state of affairs belonging to the feitlout these
people acted as if that state of affairs were diygaesent, so convinced were they that God coutidvweould
fulfill what He had promised. In other words, thegre men and women of faith. Their faith consistimaply
in taking God at His word and directing their lgecordingly; things yet future so far as their elgrece went
were thus present to faith, and thing outwardlye@mswere visible to the inward eye."

"Faith is the assurancdiypostasis), i.e., "confidence, conviction, assurance, stastdiess.” Faith is the
confident assurance of the things we hope fos. tihvé foundation upon which everything else stahds the
ground on which our hope is built. B. F. Westcaitiaith is "that which gives true existence toolject.”
The things hoped for are certainly expected. Thédith. Faith is the basis, the foundation otfadl Christian
life means and the Christian hopes for. "By faith aelebrate now the reality of the future blessihgs
constitute the objective content of hope," writedligén Lane.

"Now faith is the assurance of things hoped fog,abnviction @egchos) of things not seen." "Conviction"
here has the same sense as "assurance" in thex parse. It is the "proof” or "inner convicticajout unseen
things. It is the proof or demonstration by whicthimg is tested of its reality. This convictiontiee firm inner
persuasion of the existence of unseen things,cagyththey were obvious to one's eyes.

"Faith is that which enables us to treat as reathings that are unseen . . . the proof" of thimgfsseen
(Expositors Greek Testament). It is by faith that we embrace those things \utace invisible. They belong to
the spiritual realm, the things of God. They angdiile to the human eye because they belong téuthee.
They embrace all of the great promises of God édotliever. As Hebrews chapter eleven illustratesy will
assuredly be fulfilled in the future.

What are these "things" hoped for in this pass&yes it refer to the Messiah, the new covenantveord
of Christ or the resurrection? What these beliewene willing to die for lay beyond the grave. Thei
inheritance or Sabbath rest was real to them bedhey accepted divine revelation and believed God.

"The Holy Spirit energized act of faith which aiegkr exercises in the Lord Jesus is the title-deledh
God puts in his hand, guaranteeing to him the ssze of the thing for which he trusted Him," olvesr
Kenneth Wuest.



M. R. Vincent wrote: "Our senses may lie; God cdr{iidus 1:2). People fail; God does not (Nu 23:19)
Circumstances change; God never does (Mal 3:6h&taith described in Hebrews 11 is focused on an
infinitely more dependable object than any of thg-tb-day varieties of faith. Real faith, howevera divinely
implanted assurance that rises above the naturelifining of the human mind. After all, the natursn
cannot see Him who is unseen (v. 27)."

In a day when we hear and read about a lot of fialhv@ligious nonsense we need to get our focuk bac
God's Word and the person of Jesus Christ. Weskelgto believe in a lot of name it and claim itbgme that
is far from the revealed Word of God. Let's make2sue are grounded in the Bible and its eternalsamgs
because there are a lot of religious charlatansmalo

The object of our faith is Jesus Christ. That lvfaith produces something in us. "Confidence spired in
us; conviction is wrought in us; faith (trust) isoduced in us," notes C. H. Lenski. Faith relate€lrist; it
represents a strong and welcome conviction or ftolae Jesus is the Messiah, through Whom we oleti@mal
salvation and entrance into the Kingdom of Heatarnal salvation comes only through belief in 3eStrist
and no other way.

The object of your faith

The first example of the wrong object of faitheésorded in Genesis 3. Satan produced faith in EJed
lies. Lenski observes, "Always, always someoneoarething impresses us as being genuine, true, right
reliable, in a word, as being trustworthy and sedpices confidence, conviction; these are the essarfaith."”
There is a lot of egocentric faith that is not Bibl faith.

So the question is in whom or what are you trutidgon what is your faith focused?

Faith is never in faith itself. Faith must restsmmething or somebody outside of itself, and natsmsif.
"Somebody, something outside of me inspires faittiust in me, otherwise | have no faith. It isstbutside
ground that shows whether faith is true, i.e. ifiest, or false, i.e., unjustified. Truth alone fifies me for
believing or trusting; no lie ever does that; aslieceeds in producing faith only when it makedlfitss truth.”
More precisely, "True faith is produced by God, i€hthe Spirit, who comes to us in and by the Wafrd
Truth."

The object content of our faith is the Word of Gétle Word reveals the realities, greatness andédieess
of the things not seen. Without the objective Wok&od there is no basis for our faith, and we !
deceived every time. The Word of God always focusedaith on the Triune God.

Albert Mohler Jr. inHeis Not Slent: Preaching in a Postmodern World is correct when he writes: "The
Christian tradition understands truth as establisgheGod and known to us through the self-revetatibGod
in Scripture. Truth is eternal, fixed, and univérsad our responsibility is to order our mindsastordance
with God'’s revealed truth and then to bear witrteghis truth. We serve a Savior who identified detf as
'the Way, the Truth, and the Life' (see John 14r®) called for belief.”

There are popular cults today that take biblicals®ut of context in order to "develop pretextstfeeir
theological perversions.” They promote a falsenftiat says if you think something and state wards you
give birth to it and it is yours.

Practically all cults laud the name “Jesus,” beytpreach a Jesus vastly different from the Jektieo
historic Christian faith. They denude God and deifgn making God a puppet or a vending machinetishga
their carnal lust for more materialism. It produeesounterfeit Christ and a counterfeit Christianit you
think you deserve something, verbalize it, put yiaith in it and it will come true. That is not Bital faith. It
is a perversion of the Gospel and true faith. faith in the wrong object. It is deifying self addthroning God.
"Power of mind," "force of faith," speaking it, alaing it are false gospels. One cult leader teathasfaith is
a power that will change your life and change yoture. It is nothing more than faith in your faréther than
faith in Jesus Christ. They see themselves as {jtills.



There is a lot of Scripture twisting and callindaith. But it is faith in a carnal self. It is nfatith centered in
the Lord God.

True faith is produced by correct interpretatiorGafid’'s Word. A false gospel never saved anyone giéet
saving doctrines of the Bible are being dismissgdbthing more than a materialistic somethingnfothing
false teaching.

We must demand and make sure our faith rests owtrd of God. "But the word of the Lord endures
forever. And this is the word which was preachegdo” (1 Peter 1:25). If our faith rests on someghelse,
then we are lost. Or if the Christian is resting faith in false teachings he is serving a perde@hristianity.

An Example of Living Faith (Hebrews 11:2-3)
"For by it the men of old gained approval. By faik understand that the worlds were prepared bwtrd
of God, so that what is seen was not made outingshwhich are visible" (Hebrews 11:2-3).

The author of Hebrews introduces each examplerasfaerse 31 with the wopistei "by faith.” He repeats
the word 24 times in chapter eleven. These Bib&atters in chapter eleven had a firm grasp df faitthe
unseen fact.

Men in the Old Testament received divine approvalere well-spoken of by God because they trusted
Him. They were willing to suffer and even die besaof what they believed. "Faith is the spirituaan that
enables a person to perceive the invisible realdfdife” (Thomas Constable). These men had thret &f
faith. It is a way of looking at all of life includg what lies ahead as well as the past.

Everything we know about the creation of the ursearve know by divine revelation. The universe was s
in order by the Word of God. Science cannot tethigthing about the creation of the world. It catydell us
what it can observe. No one was present at théieneaxcept God. Scientists were not there whemibitd
began. By divine revelation we understand thaWWoed of God produced all things. That is faithinhgly take
God at His word and believe Him. | am convinceddlis a great thinker, mind and designer behind all
creation. For many years | have found it much edsiaccept a Creator as opposed to the philosdpaevin.

I have spent time in the Galapagos Islands of Emuddhave seen God's creation in all of its mgjestd
splendor. More than ever before, | am willing tagqut the fact of a Creator by divine revelatiomeatthan a
very unrealistic anti-god theory. There is no stighg as eternal matter.

We become just another animal in creation if wendbunderstand that the world was made by God. "Why
are men endowed with reason and intellect exceghépurpose of recognizing their Creator?" asRatvin.
The invisible things of God are seen in His creatorks. "God has given us clear evidence of Hisnel
wisdom, goodness and power and though He is ingigibHimself He shows Himself to us in some measar
His work. The world is therefore rightly called therror of divinity . . . because He makes Himszdfar to
unbelievers in such a way that they are withoutisgdor their ignorance," observes Calvin. Thedweli sees
the outshining of His glory in every individual atere.

The word "world" éion) "includes in it all that exists under the conatiis of time and space . . . they are the
work of His word" (Henry Alford). "Here the Word @od firema, notlogos) is the invisible force which
cannot be perceived by sense. The great power Mibght the source of all that is does not itsethe into
observation; we perceive it only by faith whichys 1) 'the evidence of things not seelEXgositors Greek
Text). The "word" frema) is the articulate utterance. "Then God said and it was done. "God spoke the
word, and a universe sprang into existence" (Wué&Ble universe was framed by the word of Godthat
which is seen was not made out of that which iblas'

John Calvin is right when he says, "The Spirit @d&hows us hidden things, the knowledge of which
cannot reach our senses. Eternal life is promisest . . the resurrection of the blessed . . amgedeclared to
be just. . . that we are blessed . . . . Faitigltsly called the substance of things which ailétsie objects of
hope and the evidence of things not seen.”



"Faith is the confident assurance which the beliézas because God has provided conviction aboweumns
realities," notes Homer Kent, Jithe Epistle to the Hebrews).

M. R. Vincent said, "Faith has power to see antize#he unseen, for the experience of the fatherses
it." This chapter gives us the testimony of the raad women of faith.

Genuine faith includes the intellect which recogsithe truth of divine revelation, the emotionaheént
which is a deep conviction regarding this truthg anvolitional element which is a personal trust aarrender
to Christ. Saving faith is relying on what God la@somplished in the saving work of Jesus Chrigherathan
our own self-righteousness. Faith is not passiveiops about Christ, but a volitional choice to plb&im.

Biblical faith is always based on divine revelatibRaith in the Biblical sense is the assurance and
conviction that what God has said is true, and iset acted upon by the believer" (Kent).

C. H. Spurgeon said faith has three essential dignés: knowledge, belief and trust.

There must be “a firm and certain knowledge of GdzEnevolence toward us.” We must have certain
knowledge in which to anchor our faith. It is Godevealed Word that gives us the essential knoveedg
eternal life. What we need to know God has unveibechankind in the person of Jesus Christ.

What we need to know is that we are dead in ogpaisses and sins (Eph. 2:1), and that salvatioot isf
works (v. 9). It is by grace that you are savedjvWe have sinned and come short of the glo@ad (Rom.
3:23), and the wages of sin is death (6:23). Bseave are sinners, we are the objects of God’shwrat

However, there is some good news because God lsyesd He wants us to spend eternity with Him in
heaven (Jn. 3:16). Jesus Christ died for us owrbgs. God loved us so much that He sent Jesusie to the
earth and live a perfect life without sin and tigento the cross and die in our place as our substiRom. 5:6,
8; 2 Cor. 5:21).

We have a firm and certain knowledge of the revédets to believe in. No one can be saved withioist t
knowledge from God. He has given us all the facseed to know. We do not need to speculate ongeco
guess God. We have a certain knowledge that Goditeas us in His Word and in His Son Jesus Christ.

Real saving faith is not based upon your feelittgs.not psyching ourselves up to some emotional
experience. It relies on the trustworthiness of Gladself. It puts its faith in the facts.

Neither is saving faith mere intellectual asserfatis alone. We must commit ourselves to that kedge
of God we have received from His Word. Calvin wrdtenow remains to pour into the heart what thadn
has absorbed." By faith it takes root in the degjtthe heart of the individual.

Have you put your trust in Christ alone as youspeal Savior? When you trust in Christ you make a
personal commitment of your life to Him resting ngbe promises of His completed atonement for yins to
save you. Will you commit yourself to Jesus Chmistv? When you do Jesus Christ becomes your vexy lif
affection and love. He becomes your Lord and Mastawve you responded to His love with your totakspa?
That is what it means to believe on Him. Will yaamamit yourself to Him for all eternity? Do you ttus Him
alone to save you? What are you depending on éonailife?

Saving faith is the channel by which the grace ofl @ received. Faith is not something you workrgeif
up to. It is not a work. It is not psyching youfagb to a fervent emotional pitch. Saving faittsisiply taking
God at His Word to be true and accepting what Ks shout you, your sinful nature, His love for yand the
all-sufficient death of Jesus to save you and keepsave for all eternity. True saving faith isd&dsn that
divine assurance.

God in grace has done something for you that yaldooever do for yourself. He has atoned for yons s
by the shed blood of Jesus Christ. He offers yeuride gift of eternal life by trusting in Him. Sag faith must
be in a person.

Will you commit yourself to Him to save you rightw? It is God’s gift that you receive in simpledting
of yourself to Him. No one can boast about hiserdalvation because God does it all. Even yotin fainot



your work, but His gift to you. All God asks usdo is trust Him. We are to take Him at His Word amnut
Him. Saving grace is by faith alone in Christ alone

The only way a person can have a right relationshilp God is by putting your trust in Christ aloag your
only hope of going to heaven. The only basis ofjif@ness is the death of Christ for your sins. \iéerat told
to have faith in our faith. Your faith must be pdoor focused in Jesus Christ. He will save evedjvidual
who puts their faith in Him alone for salvation.
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