Hebrews 11:8-22

Examples of Faith: Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and Joseph

Abraham, Isaac and Jacob are portraits of whaeans to trust in a sovereign God of grace. Wers#wgeir
lives examples of what it means to have "the assaraf things hoped for, the conviction of things seen”
(Hebrews 11:1).

This faith is demonstrated in the manner in whidltalham chose to follow the call of the LORD God and
leave his home, his father, his security and gantoinknown place. When Abraham heard the call af &»
obeyed. This was an act of faith. God summonedamhhe acted in obedience immediately. He left the
security of family and friends to dwell as a strangp a land, without rights of citizenship or pession.

Abraham's faith is outstanding because he wadmtarf his family to place his trust in YahwehethORD
God. His father was an idolater. Joshua says heddthers all "served other gods" (Josh. 24:2).

The great example of faith is seen in the fact &latham, Isaac and Jacob did not live to seeulfidrhent
of the promise that the land would be theirs. Tlapndered as alien nomads in a foreign land, but evdeath
they were faithful believing in the promise thatd3eould fulfill His promise to them. History provésat God
was true to His word and He did provide a land éestcendants.

Faith of Abraham
The writer of Hebrews held Abraham in such higleest that he referred to him ten times. Only Lukg an
John mention Abraham more.

It took faith for Abraham to leave Mesopotamia asda foreigner look for the Promised Land. It watep
of faith when God asked him to sacrifice Isaacldtded for the city God would provide for him as an
inheritance.

To understand Abraham's testimony we must keepnd @enesis 15:6, "He believed the Lord; and He
reckoned it to him as righteousness.” The apostld'$°commentary in Romans 4:5 declares, "to tleevdro
does not work but trusts in Him who justifies thregadly, his faith is reckoned as righteousness."”

Abraham accepted God's promises and acted on thert@mok God at His Word and walked by faith seeing
what the human eye could not see. The testimoipcdham begins in Genesis 12:1 and covers many
chapters.

"By faith Abraham, when he was called, obeyed ding out to a place which he was to receive for an
inheritance; and he went out, not knowing whergvhae going. By faith he lived as an alien in thedlah
promise, as in a foreign land, dwelling in tentfmisaac and Jacob, fellow heirs of the same prgnfus he
was looking for the city which has foundations, wé@architect and builder is God" (Hebrews 11:8-A0).
Scripture quotations are from New American Standibde, 1995 Update unless otherwise noted.

Leon Morris notes, "To cultured men in the firshey, the city was the highest form of civilizexistence"
(Hebrews-Revelation, Expository Bible Commentary, vol. 12, p. 118). The city denotes permanentesie.
There is nothing more insecure than living in d.t&he city represents permanence because it hexi&bions.

Abraham's eyes were not focused on an earthly hwiarBy faith Abraham spent his whole lifetime in
temporary residence because he was awaiting fhevhith has foundations, whose architect and buikle
God. God is the builder. The city symbolizes heaviesa residence of God. Abraham looked forward with
absolute confidence that one day he would entércttyawhose designer and builder is the LORD Gk
imagery moves from a pilgrimage to the actual pssisa of the city.



Abraham did not have his gaze fixed on an eartityyvath materialistic gain. He was looking for sething
far greater. He is not looking for the earthly afyJerusalem. It makes you wonder why we havé efltalse
teachers focused on Abraham's material wealtheasgbal in teaching rather than the higher moneartant
emphasis of his spiritual vision of being in thegance of the living God. The spiritual wealth dir&éham has
been completely left out by these modern teachers.

Hebrews 11:16 reads, "But as it is, they desireteebcountry, that is, a heavenly one. Therefard (S not
ashamed to be called their God; for He has prepay for them" (Hebrews 11:16). That city is hea.
Hebrews 12:22 says, "But you have come to Mount Aiod to the city of the living God, the heavenly
Jerusalem, and to myriads of angels." Hebrews 11&dds, "For here we do not have a lasting citywsuare
seeking the city which is to come" (Hebrews 13:1t4is the heavenly Jerusalem which is above wksé
resides. You can read about that New JerusalenewelRtion 21. This is the home every believer imi€h
should have his eyes focused upon. Even thouglveras strangers and pilgrims in this world, wekloo
forward to our inheritance in the New Jerusalenv(Réa:1, 9-27). It is "the holy city, Jerusalem éogrdown
out of heaven from God" (Rev. 21:10).

The apostle Paul contrasts between the "presamalem" and "the Jerusalem which is above" (Ga2b4:
26). We are going to a prepared place for a prejaeeple.

Abraham's faith was focused not on an earthlywiti its riches, but on a heavenly city. He haddyss set
on eternity. He was looking at that which is nattlelg, but spiritual which physical eyes cannot.4¢e got
eternity into the picture. Earthly temporal valwesre of small consequence to Abraham.

The author of Hebrews shifts his argument to inel8drah in verse eleven. She is obviously impottant
the argument because the son of the promise catldenborn without her involvement. She was baraed,
because of her age she could not bear childrerpefarea divine intervention. Abraham upon the teait
Sarah, after the birth of Isaac, would go on tbdamore children (Gen. 25:11ff).

Faith of Sarah

"By faith even Sarah herself received ability tmceive, even beyond the proper time of life, sisice
considered Him faithful who had promised. Therefiwere was born even of one man, and him as goddaas
at that, as many descendants as the stars of heamamber, and innumerable as the sand which ihdy
seashore" (Hebrews 11:11-12).

God's promise to Abraham and Sarah was beyondiadéh possibilities. Abraham was 99 years old when
the birth of Isaac was first announced, and 100nwWkaac was born. Sarah was 90 years old! (Gefh5427t)
They were as good as dead (Rom. 4:19).

However, the God who can raise the dead can m8Keyaar old woman conceive naturally!

The LORD God took Abraham outside at night and saigim, "Now look toward the heavens, and count
the stars, if you are able to count them." God sailiim, "So shall your descendants be" (Gen. 15:b¢
response of Abraham was, "Then he believed in ®RBD; and He reckoned it to him as righteousness8)v
The promise is repeated to Abraham regarding Ise@enesis 22:17; 26:4; It was repeated to Jac@eimesis
32:12. "For You said, ‘I will surely prosper youcamake your descendants as the sand of the se&) igtibo
great to be numbered™ (Genesis 32:12). The promeliterally fulfilled with the birth of Isaac drhis
descendants. Spiritually it is fulfilled in therpen of Jesus Christ (Gal. 3:16). "All the natishall be blessed
in you" (Gen. 12:3). "So those who are of faith lalesssed with Abraham, the believer" (Gal. 3:9)ydu
belong to Christ, then you are Abraham's offsprivegrs according to promise” (v. 29).

The context of this chapter would include all thpa&iarchs who walked by faith. They all died being
God would fulfill their promises in time. Their g are a testimony of verse one. "Now faith isatb&urance of
things hoped for, the conviction of things not sSe@tebrews 11:1). Jesus said to the Pharisees,r"aer
Abraham rejoiced to see My dad; and he saw it,veasiglad” (John 8:56).



"All these died in faith, without receiving the pnéses, but having seen them and having welcomed the
from a distance, and having confessed that theg steangers and exiles on the earth. For thosesayaguch
things make it clear that they are seeking a cgwfttheir own. And indeed if they had been thirgkof that
country from which they went out, they would hawal topportunity to return. But as it is, they desitgetter
country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore Gatbtsashamed to be called their God; for He hasguesha city
for them" (Hebrews 11:13-16). The hour of deathefach of these patriarchs was the hour of victbther
faith. Their faith prevailed in the hour of dealtnthe hour of death their faith in the future andsible had
shown most brightly. They faced the moment of dégtlrusting in the everlasting promises of God .f&th
they took possession of the everlasting inheritambese "spiritual expatriates” knew the sourctheir
blessings and they trusted Him. They had no imari returning to the old life because they hadiena
commitment to a better promise.

How beautiful the statement "God is not ashameaktoalled their God." The reason He is not ashamed
because "He has prepared a city for them." Indéed, is pleased to be called their God. "They ddsireven
now—that better country, and God is not ashamed-r-ae&—to be called their God" (Philip Hughes,
Hebrews, p. 480). This is a great encouragement for liséoour lives in a manner that is pleasing to Him.
Jesus told His disciples the night before His drxioin that He was going to heaven to prepare aefar us
(John 14:1-3). The apostle John reminds us: "By know that we love the children of God, whenlove
God and observe His commandments. For this isothedf God, that we keep His commandments; and His
commandments are not burdensome” (1 John 5:2-3).

Did Abraham really believe God would raise Isa@trfithe dead when he was called upon to offer him as
sacrifice?

The promise of the son of the covenant with Abralaas so tied to Isaac that if he died all would edm
an end. "l will establish my covenant with Isaa@sahe focus of God's promise to Abraham and his
descendants (Gen. 17:21). "Through Isaac shall gescendants be names" (Gen. 21:12).

"By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offeredagat, and he who had received the promises was
offering up his only begotten son; it was he to mhibwas said, 'In Isaac your descendants shatbbed.' He
considered that God is able to raise people ex®n the dead, from which he also received him back gpe”
(Hebrews 11:17-19).

How would he be able to reconcile the differenetations made to him? How could Isaac be the ppemi
child if Abraham killed him? God has specificalBid Isaac, not Ishmael, was the fulfillment of towenant
with Abraham. The covenant was renewed with Isaatc|shmael. The only answer is that Abraham caeiih
to trust God to raise Isaac from the dead. Thisasonly way he could fulfill the promise of theih&Vhen
Abraham untied Isaac and lifted him off the altawas a though he had risen from the dead.

"The test of Abraham's faith lay in the apparentfiict between the promise of God that Isaac wasetheir
and the commandment of God that he was to be plgdth, which meant the extinction of Abraham's sewl
the end of the promise. . . Believing that Godase could not fail, he was convinced that if tsdeed God
would raise him from the dead" (Thomas Hewklgbrews, p. 177).

God is the God of the covenant; therefore He is &bberform the greatest of all miracles whicthis
resurrection from the dead, if that is neededtiergreservation of His promises to His covenanpleeo
Figuratively speaking Abraham did receive Isaadkldsmm the dead.

Abraham received Isaac back as a "type" or figemgérabole) (v. 19). Arndt and Gingrich observe that
this word implies the author of Hebrews regardediticident as a type of the violent death and restion of
Christ. The sacrifice of Isaac was a type of ourdiocrucifixion. Thomas Hewitt writes, "Abraharfesth was
able to reach the wonderful heights of the restime@nd for this reason Isaac was restored todsirane from
the dead, as a type of the death and resurredtithre @ivine Son who was not spared (cf. Rom. 8182;8:56)"
(Hebrews, p. 178).

No doubt Isaac's recovery from the offering asaifsee was also a prefiguring of the Abraham'snudtte
seed, the Lord Jesus Christ and his literal restiome



God is faithful to His promise.

Faith of Isaac, Jacob and Joseph

"By faith Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau, even rieggatitings to come. By faith Jacob, as he was dying
blessed each of the sons of Joseph, and worsheaadng on the top of his staff. By faith Josephew he was
dying, made mention of the exodus of the sonsraklsand gave orders concerning his bones" (Hebrew
11:20-22).

They all walked by faith trusting God to do as Hsellpromised. Everything depended on God's promise
through Isaac. "God said, 'No, but Sarah your wiifall bear you a son, and you shall call his nasaad; and |
will establish My covenant with him for an everiagtcovenant for his descendants after him. .ut.\8y
covenant | will establish with Isaac, whom Sarah lear to you at this season next year" (Gen.4,721; cf.
26:2-5, 24; 28:10-15; 35:9-12; 46:2-4).

"It is no ordinary trial of faith to give up whateahave in hand in order to seek what is a far mdf @nknown
to us,” wrote John Calvin. The patriarchs had &bsurance of things hoped for" and "the convictibthings
not seen." It was a personal trust in the livirgf@o do as He had promised. They took God at gisiw
Martin Luther said, "This is the glory of faith . Abraham with this obedience of faith shows tighast
example of the evangelical life, because he |é#irad followed the Lord, preferring the word of Giod
everything else and loving it above all things". .

All of the patriarchs suffered, but they remainaihful. William Tyndale said, "All that | do andiffer is
but the way to the reward, and not the deserviegethf. . . . Christ is Lord over all, and whatsaoesgy man
will have of God, he must have it freely given Hion Christ's sake. Now to have heaven for mine own
deserving is mine own praise and not Christ's.Ileannot have it by favor and grace in Christ apariine
own merits also; for free giving and deserving eargtand together.”

Leon Morris writes, "With all three the significatting was their firm conviction that death canfrastrate
God's purposesiliid). At the end of his life Joseph demonstrated hshakable faith by requesting that his
body be buried in the Promised Land, Canaan.

"As with Abraham and Moses of old, the decisionsmake today will determine the rewards tomorrow . .
. The emphasis in the Epistle of Hebrews is: Diorétfor what the world will promise you today! Levfor
what God has promised you in the future!" (Warreieidbe,The Bible Exposition Commentary, vol. 2, p. 279).

"Therefore we do not lose heart, but though oueontan is decaying, yet our inner man is beingwede
day by day. For momentary, light affliction is ptmihg for us an eternal weight of glory far beyaid
comparison, while we look not at the things whioh seen, but at the things which are not seerthéothings
which are seen are temporal, but the things whiemat seen are eternal” (2 Corinthians 4:16-18)el is
your focus today? Are you using Christianity foegdy gain and all you can get out of it? Anythingttputs
the emphasis on fulfilling material greed is notiStmanity.

Just as God has provided a heavenly home, a ciBodf for the Old Testament saints, He has a grand
provision for us, too. Jesus said, "Do not let yioeiart be troubled; believe in God, believe alsble In My
Father’s house are many dwelling places; if it westso, | would have told you; for | go to preparplace for
you. If I go and prepare a place for you, | wilhoe again and receive you to Myself, that where || tiere you
may be also" (John 14:1-3).

We have to continue believing in the promises ofl ®eowing that He may have to raise us from theldea
fulfill them. This is exactly where much of the pdgr preaching in our day misses the correct imétgpion.
They emphasize what you can get today in a mati@vorld. Turn man into a god, and the true LORDd
into a divine vending machine. Get your richeshiis tvorld today. You don't have to take the longdrof true
living faith and trust God to bless you in eterniBod owes you riches and blessings and perfegihnegs
today. You do not have to wait. You can instantyim God's blessings today, now. Why do you cormtitau



live in poverty? What is wrong with this teaching® a sham. It is not Christianity. Jesus saighrhe take up
your cross and follow me." Jesus called us to beas¢s and he set the example.

Isaac's restoration was a type or a parableuwsiration that points to the fact that God wiNgius what
He promised if we trust Him. When Abraham untieabls it was like he had risen from the dead. Thaz tg a
vivid picture of the death and resurrection of bard and Savior Jesus Christ. "The blood of Jethad,is to
say, the perfect atonement provided by the incarBan through his sacrifice of himself in our steadhe
whole substance of our confidence. The only menthich the Christian trusts is the merit of ChtigPhilip
Hughes, Commentary on the Epistle to the Hebre@2).4

What Abraham, Isaac and Jacob looked for was araitntry, a heavenly one. God prepared for them a
city. By faith they died looking for that city. Myiend, are you looking for that city, too? The LORSod has
done everything in preparation for you to entet tiy. What is your response to His loving graod anercy?

The apostle Paul longed for that city. "For | caesithat the sufferings of this present time atewathy to
be compared with the glory that is to be reveatedst For the anxious longing of the creation wagtgerly for
the revealing of the sons of God. . . . For we knloat the whole creation groans and suffers thiespaii
childbirth together until now. And not only thisytalso we ourselves, having the first fruits & 8pirit, even
we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting egger our adoption as sons, the redemption of aatyb For
in hope we have been saved, but hope that is se®t hope; for who hopes for what he already sBas#
we hope for what we do not see, with perseverareceait eagerly for it" (Romans 8:18-19, 22-25).

Some Abiding Principles and Practical Applications

1. When we have true saving faith we will alwdgsnonstrate it in obedience. It calls for a deeisigtion
on the part of the believer. "We love Him becausdfikt loved us.” If we love Him we will obey Hingod
calls us to an obedient faith. Abraham respondetdaaall of God immediately. That should be eJsgliever's
response to Him.

2. Because we are saved by grace alone throutphalane in Jesus' finished work alone we will bear
spiritual fruit in our daily lives. Good works, ita of righteousness are the result of saving faith the cause
of it. "For by grace you have been saved through;fand that not of yourselves, it is the gift@bd; not as a
result of works, so that no one may boast. For ieeHis workmanship, created in Christ Jesus fodgweorks,
which God prepared beforehand so that we would walkem” (Ephesians 2:8-10).

3. Because we begin the Christian life by faithnuest also continue by faith. From beginning to #nslby
faith. "nevertheless knowing that a man is notifiest by the works of the Law but through faith@nrist
Jesus, even we have believed in Christ Jesusasaéhmay be justified by faith in Christ and ngtthe works
of the Law; since by the works of the Law no fleah be justified. . . . | have been crucified wi€hrist; and it
is no longer | who live, but Christ lives in me;datie life which | now live in the flesh I live gith in the Son
of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for medlé@ans 2:16, 20). We are justified by faith, avelare
sanctified by faith in Christ. By the principle faiith we are justified and we persevere.

4. When we walk by faith we see the unseen etegloay in store for every believer. It is by faithat we
learn to look beyond the present temporary scedesea the unseen eternal promises which God fssrin
for His children. The apostle Paul wrote, "For hswmler that the sufferings of this present timerareworthy
to be compared with the glory that is to be rewvé&teus” (Romans 8:18). Like Abraham, this earthasour
homeland. "For our citizenship is in heaven, frohich also we eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lordude
Christ; who will transform the body of our humbtate into conformity with the body of His glory, liye
exertion of the power that He has even to subjéttiags to Himself" (Philippians 3:20-21). Therhwdo we
go occupied with this earthly life, and not withr@ternal glory?

"So real were God's promises to Abraham that théiiment, though not yet, was as certain to as
something already and inalienably possessed. Teusssential power of faith made the distant hgpesent
reality, and these believers of the ancient wadahv' and 'greeted"” the promised consummation,, eneh
indeed especially, in the hour of death, as thalgtady face to face with it" (Philip Hugh&%e Epistle to the



Hebrews, p. 478). Chrysostom said of Abraham, "he livedlimespects as one whose home is in the City
which is yonder." Let that be said of us todaywad.

5. Because our great God and Savior has blessedhis life He will continue to bless us in andybad the
grave. One day He will come and we shall be likemHVlay these promised of eternal life sharpen @asire
and whet our appetite to look more intently for ttasy of redemption. Jesus is coming! Even so, coone
Jesus.
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