Hebrews 13:8

The Unchanging Christ is the Same Forever

Jesus Christ the Messiah is eternally trustworthy.

The writer of Hebrews simply said, "Jesus Chrishessame yesterday, today and forever"
(Hebrews 13:8).

In a turbulent and fast-changing world that goesifione crisis to the next nothing seems
permanent. However, this statement of faith has laesource of strength and encouragement
for Christians in every generation for centuries.

In a world that is flying apart politically, econarally, personally and spiritually Jesus
Christ is our only secure anchor.

Through all the changes in society, the churchradtats, and in our spiritual life within us,
Jesus Christ changes not. He is ever the sameurAsersonal faith seizes hold of Him we will
participate in His unchangeableness. Like Chrisilitknow no change, and will always be the
same.

He is just as faithful now as He has ever beemsJ€srist is the same for all eternity. He is
changeless, immutable! He has not changed, andilHeewer change.

The same one who was the source and object ofggthant faith yesterday is also the one
who is all-sufficient and all-powerful today to gawsustain and guide us into the eternal future.
He will continue to be our Savior forever.

He steadily says to us, "I will never fail you rorsake you."

In His awesome prayer the night before His deatbrbyifixion, Jesus prayed, "Now, Father,
glorify Me together with Yourself, with the gloryhich | had with You before the world was"
(John 17:5).

"Jesus Christ is the same . . . forever."

"Jesus Christ," the personal name and His titlesesd in this great affirmation of faith. The
name Jesus speaks of His coming to save His p&optetheir sins. The title Christ is His
official title declaring His deity as the Son of &dhe double name is found only three times
in Hebrews (Heb. 10:10; 13:8, 21). Because He i@ B® is changeless.

The Psalmist declared of Him, "But You are the saamé@ Your years will not come to an
end" (Psalm 102:27).

Jesus Christ is the same yesterday because Hectwaesia creation. "In these last days has
spoken to us in His Son, whom He appointed heallahings, through whom also He made the
world. And He is the radiance of His glory and éxact representation of His nature, and
upholds all things by the word of His power. Whes lkhd made purification of sins, He sat
down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, hguwecome as much better than the angels, as



He has inherited a more excellent name than thégbiews 1:2-4, NASB95). All Scripture
guotes are from the New American Standard Bibl&519pdate, and used by permission
unless otherwise stated.

Jesus Christ is the same today offering salvabaveryone who calls upon His name. "He
again fixes a certain day, 'Today," saying throDgkid after so long a time just as has been
said before, 'Today if you hear His voice, Do natden your hearts™ (Hebrews 4:7).

Jesus Christ is the same forever reigning in gioye right hand of the Father in heaven.
"But He, having offered one sacrifice for sins &tirtime, sat down at the right hand of God"
(Hebrews 10:12).

Since Jesus Christ is unchanging so is the trutherming Him. Yesterday He is our mediator
dying in our place on the cross to cover all of ®ins in a perfect sacrifice for sin. Today He
intercedes in heaven representing us before theFat heaven. Forever He is our great high
Priest. He is priest forever as has been demoedtmatHebrews (5:6; 6:20; 7:17, 21, 24, 28).
In each of these passages of Scriptures the swéry clear: Jesus Christ is always the same.

The author of Hebrews has demonstrated the griéatatice between the Old Covenant and
the New Covenant is the absolute perfection ofs€erredemption and eternal priesthood. This
new life in the covenant of Christ does not changk every religious fad that comes to town.
Its anchor within the veil is Jesus the High Pradstr the power of His endless life in free,
uninterrupted, unbroken abiding fellowship with #ether. Because He is our great High Priest
He ever watches over and keeps the soul thatitriiitm. Whatever circumstance in which we
find ourselves we come to experience that what &tkedone for us even for one moment in the
past, He will do every day and every hour becausestlways the same yesterday, today and
forever. All that Jesus was yesterday, He is today.

The Unchanging Christ is the Same Yesterday
All of my life | have heard the plea for a relevanew Christ for a new age."

The truth is Jesus Christ is God's final word tonnmeall ages. He is relevant for every age.
He is "the same yesterday, today and forever" (H8I8).

The same Jesus sits today "on the right hand ditjesty on high" (Heb. 1:3). He is the
same person as He was when here on the earth.

When we read the words, "Jesus Christ the samergest' we are carried back to the long
ages before He became flesh. | can point to a tlate, and place when | was born. However,
Jesus did not begin to live when He was born irflégh of the virgin Mary in Bethlehem. He
simply changed His robes. He is the eternal sepensbn of the holy Trinity. "In the beginning
was the Word, and the Word was with God, and thedMas God. He was in the beginning
with God" (John 1:1-2). To get to the meaning &S great words of the apostle John just
change the pronouns to Christ." In the beginning thia Christ, and the Christ was with God,
and the Jesus Christ was God. He was in the begymith God."

The apostle Paul tells us Jesus was in the for@oaf thought it not robbery to be equal with
God, divested Himself of His garments of glory thatl been His from all eternity and clothed



Himself in the garments of a common household siatiee flesh and was obedient unto death.
He was God-man. He was fully God and fully human.

The absolutely essential fact is He was the sarmpasheternity; He changes not.

The context of this great statement of faith isabeclusion of the book of Hebrews. He who
was yesterday did not fail to help Moses, Joshuaejd) the prophets, the apostle Paul and the
saints down through history. He was faithful torgvene of them, and He has promised to be
faithful to us today, and will continue to be aagtiast help to his people forever.

| search for an absolute in an age of change; ldegds not, and | therefore have security.

He came from the Father and He returned to thecEdtte dwelt in the ageless past in the
bosom of His eternal Father. The apostle JohnusllSin the beginning was the Word." When
everything else had a beginning He already exateblHe had no beginning. His beginning had
no beginning. "In the beginning was the Word, drelWord was with God, and the Word was
God. He was in the beginning with God. All thingsres into being through Him, and apart
from Him nothing came into being that has come bemg. In Him was life, and the life was
the Light of men" (John 1:1-4).

"Jesus Christ is the same yesterday . . ." Hisatl@xistence is declared in these words, "in
the beginning was the Word." He is no vacillatingin of the age. "The Word was with God,"
a distinct personality of the true and perfectydb#cause "the Word was God." His personal
relationship with the Father is unchangeable. Has"m the beginning with God," and because
of His resurrection and ascension, He still ishia presence of the Father in a perfect
relationship.

Moreover, His understanding of man never needbange. No one knows me like the one
who made me. "All things were made by Him; and withHim was not anything made that
was made." "In Him is life."

Where would you turn for a relevant Christ thata$ found in the historic Christ? Would
you, like the modern self-made cults, turn to yown making, or to some new age
"enlightenment"?

God in Christ has already become one of us in dadldemonstrate His love for us, and to
show us what God is really like. God came and rededimself to sinful and disobedient
rebellious men.

| don't need a greater "light." | only need to @spto the One true and all supreme Lord of
all creation. Why should | turn to some lesserhti§ All other spiritual lights are only creepy
shadows of the one who masquerades as "the anlighipf Satan himself.

We don't have to look afar to discover what ewikéuwithin the heart of man. God has fully
revealed Himself (Heb. 1:1-3), and man in his stwhlyebellion cries for something greater
and better like selfish, pampered, narcissistitdogin whining for something new.

God has spoken. He has not changed and He wilH®ois the same as He was yesterday,
and | find stability for my soul and eternal peagth God. Because He is the same | have
eternal security of a right relationship with Hingt of my self-making, or choosing, but in His
all-sufficient wisdom and grace.



Because He is the same yesterday, | know that Hé&dias said will still remain true for you
and me today. "For God so loved the world, thageee His only begotten Son, that whoever
believes in Him shall not perish, but have etelifigl (John 3:16).

That great truth will not change, because our Sashanges not. His word and eternal
promises remain the same throughout all eterniigsuts Christ is the same yesterday, today and
forever." Thank God.

Herveus wrote centuries ago, "The same Christ wa®with them is with you, and will be
with those who come after us, even to the endebte. Yesterday he was with the fathers;
today he is with you; and he will be with your el for evermore.”

These words apply to every situation in every gatnan of people who love God and are
called by His purposes.

The Unchanging Christ is the Same Today
"Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today anddoréHeb. 13:8).

The pre-incarnate Christ changes not.

It is said that Plato, the Greek philosopher prepgds his students one day, "It may be that
someday there will come forth from God a Word, g&as, who will reveal all mysteries and
make everything plain."

The Lord God answered Plato when He came in theopesf His Son, Jesus Christ. The
Logos was made flesh and dwelt among men, and hweldélis glory, the glory as of the only
begotten of the Father, full of grace and trutth@a:1, 14, 18).

The Lord God has answered the cry in the heartasfkimd for God to reveal all mysteries
and make plain who He is. No, He has not answdred aur questions about an eternal, all-
knowing, sovereign creator. However, He has redeat®ugh about Himself to answer our
deepest needs.

"Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, and toddy . .

The simple fact of history never changes; Jesussthralive. He is the same person who
pre-existed before He became flesh and He is tine sme who walked the dusty roads of
Galilee, changed the water to wine in Canaan, aisgd the dead in Lazarus' tomb.

There were three witnesses to the resurrectioesafs] We are told that the Father raised
Jesus from the dead. Now since He raised Him flrdead He had to be an eyewitness.

The Holy Spirit was there. We are also told in Sueiptures the Holy Spirit quickened Him
from the dead.

Jesus was there. It was His experience! "Destrgytéimple and in three days | will raise it
up." On another occasion Jesus said, "For thsorethe Father loves Me, because | lay down
My life so that | may take it again. No one hasetak away from Me, but | lay it down on My
own initiative. | have authority to lay it down,Ghhave authority to take it up again. This
commandment | received from My Father" (John 1@ &Y.-Other passages of Scripture



reinforce this idea. "He is not here, for he haenj just as he said. Come, see the place where
he was lying" (Matt. 28:6).

There is perfect unity in the holy Trinity in theath, resurrection and ascension of Jesus
Christ. The Godhead always works in perfect harmdhg Father raised Him from the dead,
the Spirit raised Him from the dead, and the SesecaHimself from the dead.

A perfect, unchanging, loving God became fleshiarttie person of His Son died on the
cross to redeem us. After His resurrection He ek to be with the Father in intimate perfect
fellowship.

The same Jesus, the same one who lived, and diédpse again is the same today in His
majestic love and grace for sinners.

The three-in-one still says, "If any man hear micgpand open the door, we will come in to
him, and will sup with him."

"Jesus Christ the same yesterday, today and fotever

The moment you receive the Holy Spirit you recehe Father and the Son.
"I am the vine, you are the branches.” "Abide inand | in you."

What an eternal blessing to be enjoyed today!

Intimate, holy communion with our eternal Savidvldke it relevant,” preacher. Can there
ever be anything more relevant than this greah®rtidesus Christ is the same yesterday, today
and forever," and He invites us to dine with Him &l eternity. He invites and makes possible
for you and me to feast upon Him!

Our Christian doctrine does not change from dayaty or as religious leaders pass on
because Jesus Christ is the same. The Truth o iixElim. His Gospel is everlasting.

The Unchanging Christ is the Same Forever

"When our Savior comes again," wrote H. A. lronsitfgod is coming to take control of
things in this world and the Holy Spirit will be peed out upon all flesh. Father, Son and the
Holy Spirit in council in the past eternity; Fath&on and Holy Spirit working out our salvation
here on earth; Father, Son and Holy Spirit bringmthe glory by and by when the long period
of man's trial is over, when the kingdom is fulbtablished, and the Lord Jesus Christ abides
forever the One in whom the Father and Spirit alé agethe Son are fully displayed—for He is
the image of the invisible God."

The writer of Hebrews simply said, "Jesus Chrishessame yesterday, today and forever"
(Heb. 13:8).

In His awesome prayer the night before His deatbrbgifixion, Jesus prayed, "Now, Father,
glorify Me together with Yourself, with the gloryhich | had with You before the world was"
(John 17:5).

"Jesus Christ is the same . . . forever."



The quality of our redemption secured by JesukigVer because He is "forever” (Heb. 5:9;
9:12-15; 13:20). His priesthood is an eternal pinesd (Heb. 7:24-25).

He came from glory and He returned to glory. Herene of the most profound, relevant
truths in God's Word. Jesus Christ came from géog took upon our flesh, and humbled
Himself to die as our substitute to pay our deathalty. Now He has gone back to the glory He
had with the Father in eternity, but He remainsaa mn that glory.

"This same Jesus." Oh, praise God. "This Jesus hakdeen taken up from you into
heaven, will come in just the same way as you keatehed Him go into heaven" (Acts 1:11).

He will come back the way He went—this same JeBhis. same Jesus who was wounded
for our transgressions, bruised for our iniquitesg with whose stripes we are healed, who
cried, "It is finished," rose from the dead andemsted into heaven—this same Jesus will be
unchanged when He returns to this earth in triumpgkory.

He is our unchanged and unchangeable Savior. Wkearohles again He will not be wearing
servants robes, but the robes of the eternal Kimggooy. He will be dressed in the robes of the
King of kings and Lord of lords.

"Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today anetdonity.” He came the first time to bear our
sin and iniquity and die as our substitute. Todaylit#es ever to make intercession for us as our
Mediator. When He comes every knee will bow andessJesus Christ is Lord to the glory of
God the Father.

Some Abiding Principles and Practical Applications

"This same Jesus" is the "same yesterday, todajoaeder." Jesus is eternally the same.

We have received the complete and final revelaiio@od to man in the person of Jesus
Christ which can never be superseded or supplechéytsomething better.

Jesus said, "l am the way, and the truth, andféteno one comes to the Father but through
Me" (John 14:6). The apostle Peter preached, "Arcktis salvation in no one else; for there is
no other name under heaven that has been givengamemn by which we must be saved" (Acts
4:12).

In the context of Hebrews chapter 13, the faitldaters in the church had gone to be with
the Lord, but the writer reminds the church membleas Jesus remains the same.

Jehovah in the Old Testament is the Jesus of Nziaréhe New. The unchangeable One is
the Messiah. Jesus Christ is the unchangeable dehdesus never changes. He never changes
His mind because that mind has been revealed thrdwgne revelation. We have it recorded in
His written Word, the Bible. We do not have onei€itioday, and another tomorrow. He is the
same. He changes not. Any new doctrine broughotoity His name is false. A lot of people
use the name of Jesus, but it is not the same dssesealed in the Bible.

John Brown wrote in 1862 in his commentary on Hefsté Men's opinions are constantly
changing, but Jesus Christ is 'the same yestetaldgy and forever,'—His doctrines are
invariable. 'He ever lives'; and His affection aade of His people are unchangeable and



unchangeable. . . He ever lives; and He ever tvgsotect and bless those who put their
confidence in Him."

"Let Jesus Christ be the same yesterday, todayoaeder; i.e., let Him be the same to you.
He is the same in Himself; His person is as cdstalivine, His doctrine is true, His promises
are as trustworthy, His laws as wise and goodyastbey were. You embraced Him as your
Savior, and your Teacher, and your Lord. Why shgold abandon Him?" (John Brown,
Epistle to the Hebrews, p. 692).

For the first readers of the epistle of HebrewsTtemple had been destroyed, the ceremonial
law was gone, and the Levitical priesthood was noemHowever, Jesus Christ, the Mediator
of the New Covenant between God and man abidesangek forever.

It is because Jesus Christ is the eternal Son dftlead He remains the same forever. He is
not unstable and fickle.

Christian doctrine does not fluctuate with the snbecause Jesus does not change. He is eve
the same in His identity, His divine offices, Hif@cy and eternal will. Truth does not
change; therefore the doctrine of Christ does hahge. The apostle Paul admonished his
reader at Corinth, "Therefore, my beloved brethbensteadfast, immovable, always abounding
in the work of the Lord, knowing that your toilnt in vain in the Lord" (1 Corinthians 15:58).

John Calvin wrote, "The only way by which we camgg®ere in the right faith is to hold to
the foundation, and not in the slightest degreeddpom it, for he who holds not to Christ
knows nothing but mere vanity, though he may commgme heaven and earth.”

We can never lose Jesus because in Him theredearme.

Andrew Murray wrote back in 1894 irhe Holiest of All, "All that He was yesterday, He is
today. All that He was yesterday, in the past efgheat eternity, as the object of the Father's
delight, and the bearer and dispenser of the Fatliferand love, He is today. All that He was
yesterday, in His life upon earth, with His meek gientle and sympathizing heart, He is today.
All that He has been on His throne, in sending délnSpirit, in working mighty things in and
on behalf of His Church, in revealing Himself ity janspeakable to trusting soul, in meeting
and blessing you who read this He is today. Alt tHa is, He can be to you today. And the only
reason that you ever had to look back to a yesgdidd was better than today, was that you did
not know, or that you failed to trust, this Jesumsp was waiting to make each today a new
revelation and a larger experience of the gragesterday"” (Fleming H. Revell, p. 526-27).

"Yes, all that He has been He will be forever, efrem henceforth, from the present
moment, and for evermore. And all that He will besiver He is at this moment for you. Think
of Him in the fullest revelation of His glory, ihé inconceivable closeness of the union with
Him and His love which shall be yours hereafted bat faith say, all that He ever will be, He is
today. . . All that He can in eternity be He is/tu today—the same today and forever. Amid
all the changes in the Church and the circumstaawa@sd us, or in our heart within us, in this
one word is a strength and a joy nothing can takayaJesus Christ, the same yesterday and
today, yea and foreverlbid, p. 527).



He is just as faithful now as He as He has even.b#ssus Christ is the same for all eternity.
He is changeless, immutable! He has not changedHarwill never change. He still sits as our
great High Priest at the right hand of the Fathtarceding as He did yesterday.

It is for this reason every knee will bow and wapsHim. "For this reason also, God highly
exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the name whi@b®e every name, so that at the name of
Jesus every knee will bow, of those who are in Berand on earth and under the earth, and that
every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Ltrdhe glory of God the Father" (Philippians
2:9-11).

Right now, today, claim and trust this unchangiegu® Christ as your life. An intimate,
personal love relationship with Him never disappsin

Our Lord and Savior is the eternal, unchangeablestGhthe Anointed Messiah. He is God's
last unchangeable final word to mankind. BelieveHim and be saved today.

Jesus Christ is the first and the last, the Oned'Whand who was, and who is to come, the
Almighty" (Rev. 1:8). Even so, come, Lord Jesus.
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