Hebrews 5:11-14
Danger of Spiritual Immaturity

Something tragic had happened in the spiritual ldgveent of some Jewish people who were being pastor
by the author of the book of Hebrews. The authantedto teach them the great truths about Melcleizeithe
priest-king who represented the great High PrigeagKJesus Christ. However, he could not teach thecause
it was over their heads; they were too lazy, chiidand immature. They were slow learners, unable t
comprehend the advanced study. The problem wasittothe subject, but was hard to present so tloeydc
understand it because they had become spirituallytde will pick up the theme once again in Hebseivl
after he addresses the spiritual condition of sohtes readers.

We do well to keep in mind the theme of Hebrewthéssuperiority of Christianity over Judaism. These
Hebrews are tempted to return to the rituals inTteeple worship. They are encouraged to put off the
dependence upon the Levitical sacrifices and trusste all sufficient sacrifice of Christ. The sloas and types
of the old covenant were only pictures of the mgéct of their faith in Christ. To return to thiel eituals
would be to re-crucify Christ, the Son of God.

The death of Jesus Christ fulfilled the types m @id Testament that foreshadowed the perfectragoni
sacrifice for sin. Jesus fulfilled the Aaronic typlesacrifice for sins. Moreover, the author of iHakis goes on
to stress that Jesus is also the great royal HigistRn the order of Melchizedek.

At the heart of the Jewish religious culture was¢bvenant, the temple and the priesthood. In Gdmisy it
is the great High Priest under the new covenant mvimisters in the heavenly sanctuary, intercedimdpehalf
of the sinner. The author writes, “Of whom we hawany things to say” in Hebrews 5:11. He is refeytio
Christ as the fulfillment of the Melchizedek typepoiest-king. He has much to share with his readeut there
is a problem.

This passage contains the strongest words of refgki@st spiritual immaturity. These individuale ar
described as hard to teach because they are ‘fdodlasing” (Heb. 5:11), should be able to teactertloy now
(v. 12), are spiritual babes (v. 13), and in thechef “solid food” (v. 14).

Many scholars view these some of these Jewish readestill unsaved and needed to be convinced that
Jesus is superior to Aaron and the old covenarm.cbntext stresses the superiority of Christ overrophets,
angels, Moses, Aaron, the covenant with its lawsauifices, etc. The atoning sacrifice of Chigssuiperior to
the Levitical sacrifices. | think it is a mixed ggmegation of believers and seekers or sympathiZées majority
of his readers are saved. They have put theiritmustie Lord Jesus Christ as their great God amwib&al hey
need to go on to maturity. There are some, asuncties today, who are sympathizers. They enjoydlgious
emotional experiences, have seen the evidencé&hfwst, but have never been regenerated by the Slaiyt.
They are lost; religious, but lost.

Why haven't they responded properly to Jesus Christ

Dull of hearing

"Concerning him we have much to say, and it is hareplain, since you have become dull of hearing”
(Hebrews 5:11, NASB95). All Scripture references faom New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update
unless otherwise noted.

The author of Hebrews wants to take his readengateeto their understanding of our great High $treend
King Melchizedek, but he cannot because of thertapl immaturity. His readers are “dull of heagih

“Dull of hearing” (nothros) means lazy, slow or sluggish, stupid. At one tthrey were eager to hear the
Word of God and obey it. They are now dull, no cesge to its message. Their minds have wanderexzhoff
something else of lesser value. They were hardaoht

John Brown wrote, “When the Gospel was first preacto them, it aroused their attention, it exextitesir
thoughts; but now with many of them it had beconeermmon thing. They flattered themselves that #regw
all about it. It had become to them like a sound/hich the ear had been long accustomed—the pé&sswt
conscious of it, pays no attention to it.”



The perfect tense in the original suggests hardanedbelief. At one time some of these readere\een
of hearing, sharp, ready to learn, but have fatima dulled condition. That is their current stakhey had not
always been in that state. The process was cordgletee past time that results in the presennesgh of
hearing. They have acquired this mental and spirgtate over the course of time. They cannot shaié
now. Unbelief closes the ears and hardens theshéwer time it makes the spiritual understandimpgadssible.

In the past these Hebrews understood the baskstauifficiently, were “once enlightened.” Howevas,a
result of past neglect they became hardened agamstinistry of the Holy Spirit. Remember Hebre3vg-8?
"Therefore, just as the Holy Spirit says, ‘Todayal hear His voice, Do not harden your hearts lasnvihey
provoked Me, As in the day of trial in the wildess&' (Hebrews 3:7-8).They had received the prestain
work of the Holy Spirit. However, the dullness beeahardness to the point of completion. They negiethe
truth of the gospel and as a result they cameskdtied state of mind. They settled into a statgpaftual
stupidity. The process of spiritual laziness sdttlewn to a state of sluggish laziness.

They have become mental and spiritual loafers whdao lazy to make any effort at improvement. The
writer wants to build them up spiritually, focugihminds on Christ, but they are like the spiriiwdead. They
are non-responsive.

These readers to some extent have been instructed gospel truths. By confronting them with thett he
hopes to sharpen their hearing and reestablisledineing process. Take inventory and consider wheueare
spiritually. Their spiritual condition reminds ut®alatians 5:7. "You were running well; who hineeryou
from obeying the truth?" Was it because they gbtaé false start? Were they focusing on themsedrel not
on Christ? Faith looks away from self and is ocedpvith the Savior. They needed to be told thaisthmot
faith, not baptism, not the church, not religioadd, buChrist is the sinner’s Savior. Faith is simply the open
hand that receives the gift of saving grace fromm3havior.

You ought to be teachers

"For though by this time you ought to be teachgos, have need again for someone to teach you the
elementary principles of the oracles of God, and lyave come to need milk and not solid food" (Helsre
5:12).

They have had time to accept Christ and grow siaillif. By now you should have become spiritually
mature teachers. Jesus commanded us to go anddisak®es. The apostle Peter wrote: "Sanctify Glass
Lord in your hearts, always being ready to makefamse to everyone who asks you to give an acdoutie
hope that is in you, yet with gentleness and revaé(1 Peter 3:15).

His readers are like spiritual children. They candie only the very simplest doctrinal matters. The
“elementary principles of the oracles of Godb{cheio) are the rudimentary principles, the basics, tBEA,
the basic elements. They need someone to go badeach them the ABC’s of Christianity. | know ctloes
that are full of ABC Christians. They have veryited understanding of spiritual truths, and they the first
ones to whine and complain if you try to lead thato deeper truths of God’s Word. Some of theserelgb
can only handle spiritual “milk,” the simplest téawgs. They did not have a mature grasp of basres@dmity.
They still needed someone to teach them the ABCGhoistianity. The teachings about Melchizedek are
beyond the ABC’s. The instructions on Melchizedek olid food.

How tragic indeed for any pastor who faces an innmgatongregation who is incapable of going beydwed t
most elementary basic understating of spiritudghsu

The apostle Paul faced similar circumstances irchuech at Corinth. Those who thought they wereeltie
Christians were indeed spiritually immature. "Anthdethren, could not speak to you as to spiritoah, but as
to men of flesh, as to infants in Christ. | gave yoilk to drink, not solid food; for you were nogtyable to
receive it. Indeed, even now you are not yet dbleyou are still fleshly. For since there is jasy and strife
among you, are you not fleshly, and are you nokingllike mere men?" (1 Corinthians 3:1-3)

“Milk” is for infants who are unable to understaanything except the very simplest spiritual truffise
perfect tense which speaks of the process finigh@the past with present results tells us theyltamdle only
milk. They have gradually turned away from thehraver a period of time until now they are at thecp
where they can only assimilate spiritual milk. Tloeyynot handle the deeper things of the Word of. Beep
in mind in the context the deeper things is thesafficiency of Christ.



What happened to these listeners? How did theingesuch a state?

They have become so sluggish that it would now gakexcellent teacher many lessons to teach tham ag
the basic truths. They “ought to be teachers, vt they need someone to teach them in an ongootges
the ABC'’s.

They were spiritual babes, immature in their spaitunderstanding.

The spiritual babes need some solid food. They seate “meat” so they can grow up. Yes, adultskdrin
milk, but it is not their exclusive diet. Observetcontrast between the immature with those ofafgd,
spiritually mature.

You should be mature by now

"For everyone who partakes only of milk is not atomed to the word of righteousness, for he isiéant.
But solid food is for the mature, who because atpce have their senses trained to discern godcbeaift
(Hebrews 5:13-14).

The author stresses the ability to discern righinfivrong as the distinctive characteristic of spai
maturity.

The Greek word “babe” does not imply spiritual bior salvation in any way. We often refer to new
believers in Christ as “babes in Christ,” referrtngheir relationship “in Christ.” In this passageHebrews the
context requires us to refer to them as unbelievers

They are so immature they cannot discern right fwoong. The mature “have their senses traineddoedn
good and evil.” The “righteousness” in this versters to what characterizes every believer. Clangly
changes us from the inside out. We are to livesftamed lives because Christ lives in us. The exadehat we
are saved is a changed life. No, we are not petbettChrist is changing us.

We have noted the perfect tense in previous vev§esncounter it again in verse fourteen. The neatur
person has over time practiced or exercised tle@ses to discern good and evil. The mature caimglissh
between good and evil.

They have become “dull of hearing” through religgdads, emotionalism, legalism, lack of doctrinal
discernment, personality followers, and will jumpwhatever movement that comes to town. They have n
depth. They are emotionally gullible. They will fmlv whatever snake charmer who comes on the stéee.
are describing spiritual children who cannot dgtiish emotionalism from the manifestation of thdyHspirit.

They cannot distinguish true Biblical theology freetigious fads. They fly by their emotions and éao
depth of Biblical knowledge.

Paul’'s goal was for the church to be built up "un all attain to the unity of the faith, and bét
knowledge of the Son of God, to a mature man, @ntkasure of the stature which belongs to thedsdirof
Christ. As a result, we are no longer to be chiidtessed here and there by waves and carried ayatery
wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, by craftss in deceitful scheming” (Ephesians 4:13-14).

Time to grow up

Believers reach maturity through “the word of righitisness.” This is the most basic issue the Helaeavs
in danger of rejecting. They are tempted to go ladkeir self-righteousness or works-righteousmestead of
trusting only in the imputed righteousness of GhiN® one is ever saved by self-righteousness. Weaved
by grace and it is received as a free gift from Gasged upon the atoning sacrifice of Jesus Cluigiur sins.
"He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our ekalthat we might become the righteousness ofiGod
Him" (2 Corinthians 5:21). If rejecting the Son®bd these individuals were in a terrible positibmepecting
completely the grace of God and eternal salvation.

"But now apart from the Law the righteousness ofl Gas been manifested, being witnessed by the baw a
the Prophets, even the righteousness of God thraitljhin Jesus Christ for all those who beliewa;there is
no distinction; for all have sinned and fall shofrthe glory of God, being justified as a gift bysHjrace
through the redemption which is in Christ Jesuspmwlitsod displayed publicly as a propitiation in Hisod
through faith. This was to demonstrate His rightemss, because in the forbearance of God He pagsethe
sins previously committed; for the demonstratiosay, of His righteousness at the present tim&hatoHe
would be just and the justifier of the one who fah in Jesus" (Romans 3:21-26).



Again, the apostle Paul declared: "Neverthelessvkmpthat a man is not justified by the works of ttaw
but through faith in Christ Jesus, even we havieebedl in Christ Jesus, so that we may be justifieéaith in
Christ and not by the works of the Law; since g/ works of the Law no flesh will be justified” (Géilans
2:16).

"He saved us, not on the basis of deeds whichawve Hone in righteousness, but according to Hisyner
by the washing of regeneration and renewing byHbly Spirit" (Titus 3:5).

The apostle Paul in his own testimony made it wbegr that He wanted to be found “in Christ,” navimg
a righteousness of his own derived from Law keejping self-righteousness, but “that which is throtagth in
Christ, the righteousness which comes from Goderbasis of faith” (Phil. 3:9).

Everything in the Christian life is built upon thighteousness imputed to the believer. We do aotecto
God with any earned or merited righteousness. Wgeoeith empty hands stained with sin and guilt.i€hr
alone is our righteousness. He alone has livegéiiect sinless righteous life. He exchanged Higepe
righteousness for our sinfulness and imputes Hifeperighteousness to us. This is our perfectteghsness,
but it is alien righteousness. He provides usgtasding before God. We do not earn it.

"But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as imaror the glory of the Lord, are being transfornmetb the
same image from glory to glory, just as from thed,dhe Spirit" (2 Corinthians 3:18).

But even the apostle Paul stressed that he haarmeed after being a Christian for many years. t'that |
have already obtained it or have already beconfegqiebut | press on so that | may lay hold of fieatwhich
also | was laid hold of by Christ Jesus" (Philipfgé:12).

The writers of the New Testament tell us this iguresolid food. This is what produces mature belig in
Christ. Based upon this relationship with Christhveee the faculties trained by everyday experi¢ace
distinguish between good and evil. It comes frorttipg into practice daily the principles of the @Gtian life.

We live the Christian life by putting into dailyamtice the principles of the Word of God by thesprece of
the Holy Spirit.

There is a place for milk. It is for infants. Béian adult lives only on milk he is diagnosed watinested
development. It is a terrible spiritual diseaseddthristian to have arrested development. lme tio grow up
spiritually. It is time to go on to “solid food.” de does not produce spiritual maturity. These nesaldad been
acquainted with the ABC'’s for a long time, but theyd not matured. One pastor said recently thgtlpemme
to church and sit, soak and sour, but discipledbgs not take place.

You need some “solid food.” The word for “solid fifo(teleios) is translated “perfect” in the King James
Version. The idea is to be “full age,” “full-grownan.” Let’s get some spiritual meat. “Solid fosdar the
mature.” Observe the contrast between the immathoecannot appropriate spiritual truth and those ate
full age, mature.

It should be noted here the word “babe” in thissage does not imply salvation. If the author read s
“babe in Christ” it would connote new birth, buaiths not the case here. A person can be a foeygld
Christian and still be as immature as the day thene saved. It is tragic when there is no spirigralwth. The
contest in which the passage appears would indibateare not true believers.

These believers refuse to grow up. They want tp\steere they were many years ago. They refuseda op
their minds to new biblical truths. They only waatisten to familiar passages of Scripture ancatpvhat
they learned as children. There is no hunger fiteeper, more profound knowledge of God.

These readers are not habitually exercising tipgiitgal abilities in discerning between good and.ehey
have become dull because of lack of use of thaiitsg@l perceptions.

You read a passage such as this and the questizesdo the mind, Where is the evidence, wheregis th
proof that you have a vital relationship with CiRis

For a Christian to increase in the knowledge of Gednust give himself wholeheartedly to the truth o
God’'s Word. Remember, we live the Christian lifedugting into practice the promises of God’s Woyttle
presence of the Holy Spirit. Jesus must be LordMastker or there will be no progress in the Chaistife.

As we will see in the next chapter the questiomiis,you saved? You are either saved or lost. Ythaere
have eternal life or you do not. There is no midgtieund. You are not working at attaining eterifal IYou
have it or you do not. You have either put youttfan Jesus Christ as your personal savior, orhaue not. In
whom or what are you trusting for your salvatioliyou have eternal life, you have it for all etégynnot for a
fleeting moment of time.



Is there a hungering for spiritual things? Has @ata hunger in your heart for Himself? Is thereig@al
life? That is the operation of the Holy Spiritthiere is a half-hearted desire for Christ and saifigrowth,
perhaps you should ask if you have ever been hprituslly. For the professing Christian the craiquestion
is where is the evidence, where is the proof tlzah lwhat | profess? You are either saved or lbgsetis no
middle ground. You are either trusting in Christl&fis atoning sacrifice or you are not. In whonwbrat are
you trusting for salvation?

SOME ABIDING PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICAL APPLICATIONS

1. Are you on milk or solid food? The babes who desinly mild doctrinal study are immature, whereas
the mature desire solid food. Are you feastinghm\Word of God, or do you go to listen only to what
you already know. Is there a passion not for thgioeis fads, but for Christ and a greater knowkeo§
Him?

2. How do you grow up? How do your mature in the Glaislife? You grow by the use and frequent study
of the Bible. You study it and meditate on it and b into daily practice.

3. Are you teaching others the Word? These Hebrewdhbad converted long enough to be ministering to
others. Instead of teaching basic Biblical truthey need someone to teach them. They are sausliyit
dull they need someone to teach them the samestowttr and over again. They cannot grasp the
simplest Biblical doctrine because they have neredt in it. How tragic when you have a teacher who
has never grown beyond the basics and cannothekadss deeper into God’s Word.

4. When we make ourselves available to Him the HolyitSgquips us to teach others. He nurtures us so
we can build up the body of Christ. Every true Gtan ought to be a teacher.

5. A. W. Pink said it correctly: “The elements of daith are that Christ Jesus came into this worlsaee
sinners; that His salvation is perfect and completeving nothing for us to add to it; that theyofiiness
He requires from sinners is the Spirit's discoveryhem of their need of Him. The greater the sirine
know myself to be, the greater my need of Christl the more | am suited to Him, for He died fore‘th
ungodly’ (Rom. 5:6). It was the realization of nyr and wretchedness which first drew me to Hin. If
cast myself, in all my want and poverty, upon Hihg He has received me, for His declaration isn‘hi
that comes to Me, | will in no wise cast out.” Bafing this, | go on my way rejoicing, thanking Hiemd
praising Him, living on Him and for Him.”

6. If these believers had been feeding on the miod’'s Word as spiritual infants, they would not dav
remained babes. If you are a spiritual baby feadsgif on the Word of God. Begin with Romans or the
Gospel of John and read and study it each day. @byt it into practice. Refuse to be caughtughie
current popular religious fads that come your wagt into the Word of God. All spiritual progress is
made by putting into practice what you already haeeived. Manna not eaten breeds worms. Milk
undigested turns sour.
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