Hebrews 6:1-3

Go on to Spiritual Maturity

The author of Hebrews is concerned for his readecause they have not risen above the elementary
teachings of the gospel. They haven’t grown stiyu

He has given them a stern rebuke of spiritual inumigt(Heb. 5:11-14). He wishes to instruct hisdeis
regarding the solid food found in the fulfillmerfttbe Melchizedek priesthood in the person and vadrkesus
Christ. “Concerning Him we have much to say” irehg to both Melchizedek and Christ.

However, some in his audience are “dull of heatigey are sluggish spiritually and lazy mentalley
have been in this state for so long that they chewen comprehend the simplest teaching regardmsCIf
they had been truly born again they should havedwy become spiritually mature so as to be teadhdrse
local congregation. Every believer is expectedd@ble to share his testimony of God’s saving geaxck
defend the Gospel. These readers are like spictuldren; they cannot understand basic spiritwaht

In the context of Hebrews five and six we are dssaug the ABC'’s of Christianity, the most basic
knowledge of what it means to become a Christig@sé individuals cannot discern the most basic eh¢iof
the righteousness of God. The “word of righteoushmssreferring to God'’s revelation about righteness of
every believer. It is a right relationship provideg God in His grace through faith in Christ Jes/ghout His
saving grace no one can possibly be saved. Idib@$ not translate into a changed life somethingasg. We
reach maturity through the word of righteousnédss. ihexcusable that some of these individuals are
inexperienced in the doctrine of the Christianhfaithey have had plenty of time to mature. Sontéénchurch
are of full age and have advanced spiritual undedshg. They are mature or full grown in the degsteries
of God. This maturity is gained by mixing the prees of the Word of God with faith.

In the passage before us let’s be care not tosimesis, reading into the Scripture what is naethe

Let’s go on to spiritual maturity (Heb. 6:1-3)

"Therefore leaving the elementary teaching aboeiQGhrist, let us press on to maturity, not layiggia a
foundation of repentance from dead works and ¢t taward God, of instruction about washings arythigon
of hands, and the resurrection of the dead andatgrdgment. And this we will do, if God permitiébrews
6:1-3, NASB95). All Scripture references are frtra New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update unless
otherwise noted.

“Leaving the elementary teaching about Christ”

That would seem strange at first. Why would we warleave the elementary teaching about Christ?elhe
are some basic, fundamental teachings that newasgeh Our author wants to take his readers froshdnade
on to second grade without repeating the basiaidest “Leaving behind the discussion of the beigigrabout
Christ,” paraphrases A. T. Robertson.

What are these “elementary teachings about thesChiThe metaphor for “foundation” refers to the @B
or elementary truths as opposed to maturity. “Tleeentary teaching about Christ” is literally, “thwerd (or
teaching) of the beginning of Christ.” It is sugtys of the first presentation of the gospel, thenpof
salvation.

Some of his readers have identified themselvesnmesxtent with the Christian believers and have
professed themselves to be Christians, but there evidence their profession is genuine. Thepgabably not
much difference between them and their Jewishdsemhey have distanced themselves some from Jadais
but have not been regenerated. They must makeal Wtith Judaism in order to go deeper in the Ciardife.
Judaism laid the foundation for the coming of J&Shgst and the preparation for their entering ith® new
covenant with God. But it was only a foundatione3é individuals must go on to a mature faith ini€hr



The readers are assumed to be Christians. Howléseeany congregation there are those who attenal aeh
not have a saving relationship with Christ. Sontekrs see this as a hypothetical case to encotinageue
believers to not drift back into Judaism becausiefsuperiority of Christ’s atoning sacrifice ahé new
covenant. | take it as a mixed congregation ofdwelis with some unbelievers who give all the oudwar
appearances of being Christians, but have never tegenerated spiritually. The specific hard wads
addressed to these unbelievers who are tempteuiltaak to the Jewish rituals at the Temple. The tru
believers will take the words at heart and focesrtminds on Jesus, the author and finisher of gedvation.

Note the contrast in these opening verses betweemature believers who want to make progressein th
Christian life and those who are lingering behiflde author is not saying the Christian should despr
abandon the elementary doctrines of Christianibe flundamentals are always basic to every stagpiwfual
growth. We never forsake them; we grow on themré&lgeno stopping-place in the Christian life. Wefgom
one stage to the next as we grow in our knowledgefaith in Christ.

“Press on to maturity”

“Let’'s be moved along” is not our personal effdait “a personal surrender to an active influensays B.
F. Westcott. Literally, the author says, “let usclheried forward,” with the idea that it is not tle@rners being
carried by their instructor, but of both the learaed the instructor being carried forward togetheGod. This
is the work of the Holy Spirit. It has been caltbd divine passive, implying the agency of God. Téser is
impelled by the Holy Spirit. Christ is moving orroang all things on to God’s eternal purpose foerh. We
need to get out of the way and let Him do it in #mdugh us to His glory. The believer needs to enaikself
available to Christ so that he will be borne alomngp perfection. He refuses to go back over oldigdowith his
students. "For all who are being led by the SpiriGod, these are sons of God" (Romans 8:14). Tdlg Spirit
is the true dynamic of spiritual growth.

The word for “maturity” or “perfection” is fronteleios meaning mature. Let's move on from spiritual babes
to mature adults. Let's move on from milk to sdiritual food. As one of my seminary students viga third
grade teacher said recently, let's go on from seé@yaders to third graders. Evidence of spiritifalwill be
seen spiritual development and progress towards@dmi maturity. If there is no progress toward migtut
should be questioned if there is any genuine egpeei of the Holy Spirit. When the gospel seed leas b
planted in good soil it will produce a harvesthe glory of God. Where is the evidence of a rigtationship
with God in Christ Jesus?

The full revelation of God to man has been madéénperson of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. He is n
longer veiled in shadows and types as seen in kthd €stament revelation, but now the full glory@dd is
shown in the person of His Son. "For God, who saidht shall shine out of darkness,’ is the Oneowtas
shone in our hearts to give the Light of the knalgke of the glory of God in the face of Christ" (8rdthians
4:6). The types have been fulfilled in Christ Jesusv let’s move on to a mature faith in Him.

The author is not referring to “leaving” as in $ense of repudiating the basic teaching, but letenom to
maturity. Let’'s go beyond the basics. Let’s buitdtbe basic doctrines and go on to Christliken@gs will
arrive at spiritual maturity when we allow the Maltedek priesthood of Christ to work in our lives.

Are the six doctrines given in verses one and twad@lan or Judaism? Important to the discussidhas
only true believers could be challenged to “presscomaturity.” Someone who is unregenerate cahaot
expected to become a mature believer. They atelstil in their trespasses and sins (Eph. 2:1-3).

F. F. Bruce made this observation about the dagriisted in these verses. He writes, “It is rerabl& how
little in the list is distinctive of Christianityor practically every item could have its placeaifairly orthodox
Jewish community. Each of them, indeed acquiresnasignificance in a Christian context; but the iegsion
we get is that existing Jewish beliefs and prastigere used as a foundation on which to build @angruth”
(NIC, Commentary on Hebrews, p. 112). Christianity rests on the promises amglpecies of the Old
Testament. We know this to be a fact because theTéstament records the facts of this fulfilmertese are
the ABC'’s of our faith.

These Hebrew readers of this letter were tempteg toack and lay the foundation again. They were
tempted to turn from Christ and go back to JudaiBne author tells his readers, “Let’s be carriedmn
maturity, and not go back again to the first grdag’s build on the ABC’s, but let’s not stay thére



The apostle Paul would be the first to tell us iirelative perfection. "Brethren, | do not regaxyself as
having laid hold of it yet; but one thing | do: §@tting what lies behind and reaching forward t@awltes
ahead, | press on toward the goal for the prizé@lpward call of God in Christ Jesus" (Philipgi&il3-14).
But there is day coming when we shall see Him as hed be like Him (1 John 3:1-3). That is oursskd
hope in Christ. Therefore, let us move on to peidac The highest and most glorious things are ¢oumn
Christ. As we make progress in the knowledge ofri2itruth we will press on toward maturity. Jesald His
disciples, “You believe in God, believe also in M@bhn 14:1). It is a walk by faith and some ofieiaders
were halting.

"Repentance from dead works”

The last of the Old Testament prophets, John titigassued a call to repentance. The messadeddrly
church was a foundation of repentance and faitk. trtbeliever must repent; have a change of mitityds,
and behavior toward Jesus Christ, by putting histtin the person and work of Jesus Christ. Repeats the
complete turnabout in the unbelieving sinner “frdead works.” The apostle Paul said, "As sin reigned
death, even so grace would reign through rightesgssto eternal life through Jesus Christ our LGRBmans
5:21). "Therefore repent and return, so that yms say be wiped away, in order that times of iineg may
come from the presence of the Lord" (Acts 3:19) @bthor of Hebrews will write later, "How much raawill
the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Smiffered Himself without blemish to God, cleanseryo
conscience from dead works to serve the living Ggdebrews 9:14) Repentance is not enough to kaing
person to God. Jesus said, "Therefore | said talyauyou will die in your sins; for unless youiegk that |
am He, you will die in your sins" (John 8:24).

What is to be turned from are the “dead works” biseahey produce death. “The wages of sin is death”
(Rom. 6:23a). His every sin is a dead work; it proes dead works because he is unregenerate. Merks w
are “dead in trespasses and sins” (Eph. 2:1, By Skparate man from a holy God. The LeviticaliBaes
were ineffective for dealing with sin. They foredbaved the perfect sacrifice for sin. "How much mari the
blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spiriteséfd Himself without blemish to God, cleanse your
conscience from dead works to serve the living G@d@brews 9:14). "When you were dead in your
transgressions and the uncircumcision of your flehmade you alive together with Him, having feay us
all our transgressions” (Colossians 2:13).

“Faith toward God”

The Old Testament covenants were based on faBoth(Gen. 15:6; Hab. 2:4). If repentance is the
negative, turning from sin and unbelief, then fagtithe positive side. It is a 180 degree change.darly
church preached repentance of sin and faith focasebksus Christ. They turned from their dead wtwKaith
toward God in Jesus Christ. Our author says, “fatard God” perhaps with his Jewish audience indni
However, he has already stressed that Jesus igH&td 1:1-3; 3:1-6). Faith in Christ is a majoertie in
Hebrews, and the author will make a powerful agpion in Hebrews 11. The only way to enter into Godst
is by faith. "For indeed we have had good newsgtred to us, just as they also; but the word theyddid not
profit them, because it was not united by faitlthiose who heard. For we who have believed entérélsg just
as He has said, “As | swore in My wrath, ‘They shak enter My rest,” although His works were fimésl from
the foundation of the world" (Hebrews 4:2-3). Therdvof promise must be mixed with faith in order to
appropriate it. The apostle Paul went about "solgnastifying to both Jews and Greeks of repentaneard
God and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ" (Acts 20:21

Repentance from dead works must be accompaniedithyifi Jesus Christ. “The just shall live by faith
(Hab. 2:4; Gal. 3:11; Rom. 1:17 quotes Hab. 2:4t“8e righteous man shall live by faith.” A persanst put
their total acceptance and absolute trust in JEgust. We depend upon Jesus Christ for time agichiy. |
repent of my sins and unbelief and place my tmugieisus Christ to save me for all eternity.

"For in it the righteousness of God is revealedfifaith to faith; as it is written, ‘But the rigldaes man shall
live by faith™ (Romans 1:17). Faith is simply teenpty hand extended to receive Christ. The apbstle
wrote to some believers who were being threategehidaizes who wanted them to go back to the Laav. H
said, "nevertheless knowing that a man is notfjadtby the works of the Law but through faith ihrst Jesus,



even we have believed in Christ Jesus, so that ayelma justified by faith in Christ and not by therks of the
Law; since by the works of the Law no flesh willjnstified" (Galatians 2:16). Over and over ag#ie, writers
of the New Testament stressed to their readerih‘fehich is in Christ Jesus.” Faith in Christ &th toward
God. Focus your faith on Jesus Christ. It is nithfénat saves you; it is Christ. Focus on Chnst that will
take care of your faith in Him. Jesus said, “I 4@ way, and the truth, and the life; no one coroebé Father
but through Me" (John 14:6). "There is salvatiommone else; for there is no other name underdrethat
has been given among men by which we must be s@@ets 4:12).

C. H. Spurgeon said, “All the blessings of the gdspe connected with faith, but it is faith thests in
Christ. Justification, resurrection-life, the praes, the placing of sons, salvation, etc., argpalken of as
resting from faith which rests upon Christ. . . Bpostle is directing his readers to look away femifi to
Christ, the Center, and the Sum of all blessings Tnot merely ‘faith toward God,’ but it is faitvhich
comes to God by the way of the mediation and mefitdis Son.”

“Instruction about washings”

This is not the term that is regularly used fori€ian baptismigaptisma) in the New Testament. The author
uses the plurdbaptismos which refers to Jewish ceremonial washings (Ma#dk Aeb. 9:10). The use of the
plural stresses the Jewish instructions regardihgtians and cleansing rites (cf. Ezek. 36:25; N@#). The
Jews practiced baptism of proselytes.

These ablutions in Judaism impressed upon the Beweisple that the LORD God is a holy God and all si
and defilement must be removed before the worshippald approach God. These washings foreshaddwegd t
perfect cleansing from sin that the atoning blob@larist would provide for His people (John 1:28he
apostle Peter wrote, "knowing that you were noeesded with perishable things like silver or golahfryour
futile way of life inherited from your forefathersut with precious blood, as of a lamb unblemisaed
spotless, the blood of Christ" (1 Peter 1:18-19pu know that He appeared in order to take away; sind in
Him there is no sin” (1 John 3:5). The Leviticalskangs only foreshadowed that atoning sacrificdesius
because only His blood can wash away our sins (H8h9:24, 22, 24-28; 13:20; 1 John 1:6-7). Thenmo
other detergent.

It is very doubtful that Christian baptism is irewi here. The plural expresses a distinction betvaddinds
of religious washings and true Christian baptism.

“Laying on of hands”

This was part of the sacrificial ritual in offeriisgcrifices (Lev. 1:4). An essential element in@iagy of
Atonement ritual was laying on of the hands byHigh Priest. "Then Aaron shall lay both of his hama the
head of the live goat, and confess over it allithguities of the sons of Israel and all their sgressions in
regard to all their sins; and he shall lay themhmnhead of the goat and send it away into theenness by the
hand of a man who stands in readiness" (Leviti@21). | am convinced this is the reference to Witie
author of Hebrews is referring. It is the idengfion of the sinner with the substitutionary saceifthat
represents him.

“The resurrection of the dead”

The resurrection of the dead was a doctrine oféves (Psa. 16:10; Isa. 26:19; Ezek. 37:10; Dar2)12:
Only the Sadducees did not accept it (Acts 23:B¢ Jewish people worshipped the living God, the Gfod
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, implying they wereahdj (Mark 12:26-27; Luke 20:37-38). Martha expegss
this common belief to Jesus when she said to Hiknéw that he will rise again in the resurrectamthe last
day" (John 11:24).

Moreover, the resurrection of the dead is a coliefaa Christianity because Jesus is “the resuiwacand
the life.” Martha said to Him, “I know that he willse again in the resurrection on the last dagsus said to
her, “I am the resurrection and the life; he whbdwes in Me will live even if he dies" (John 11:28). The
apostles testified to His resurrection (Acts 1232; 4:10). "The God of our fathers raised upudewhom
you had put to death by hanging Him on a crosst4Ac30). The writer of Hebrews says, "Women resgiv



back their dead by resurrection; and others wetartl, not accepting their release, so that thegyhnobtain a
better resurrection" (Hebrews 11:35).

The apostle Paul declared, "But this | admit to,ytbat according to the Way which they call a $elt
serve the God of our fathers, believing everytltirg is in accordance with the Law and that istemitin the
Prophets; having a hope in God, which these mensthhemselves, that there shall certainly besarrection
of both the righteous and the wicked" (Acts 24:5}-1For the Lord Himself will descend from heaweith a
shout, with the voice of the archangel and withtthenpet of God, and the dead in Christ will risstf (1
Thessalonians 4:16).

“Eternal judgment”

The Jewish belief in the resurrection was closelynected with their doctrine of judgment. "For Gaid
bring every act to judgment, everything which idden, whether it is good or evil" (Ecclesiastesl4):

When we turn to Revelation chapter 20 we find thedetail of judgment before the Great White Theon
Hebrews 6:2 is the only verse in the New Testarttattreads “eternal judgment.” That is not to imiig
doctrine is not taught in the New Testament, ofrseuThere is a day of judgment coming and everyonst
stand before the Lord God and give an account ho. Hi

The message of the gospel is that we must turn frgimg to earn our salvation by trusting in ourroself-
righteousness, which is no righteousness, andvebsi faith the gift of righteousness in ChristisTis what
changes us from dead in trespasses and sins ¢emerated living child of God.

The important question is what did these practicean to the first readers of the book of Hebrews®sé
readers had for the most part confessed their f@i@hrist and had forsaken the shadows and typabé
Substance who is the Son of God, Jesus Christegisns had come and their faith had waned. Thergw
now tempted to abandon their profession of faitth maturn to Judaism. By so doing they would retorthe
foundation which they had left behind. Therefore eimcourages them to move on to maturity or peoiectull
growth in their Christian faith. Put your trustthre all-cleansing, all-sufficient blood of the LammbGod who
takes always all sin. These are the ABC’s. Don’bgok to the ABC'’s; build on them and go on to matu

Some Abiding Principles and Practical Applications

When you stop and take spiritual inventory of ymlationship with God, do you see a pattern of glean
your life? Have you repented of dead works andyput faith in Jesus Christ? Have you broken witbryald
life of unbelief and trusted Christ? We have totaway from dead works that cannot save and placédh
in Christ.

Yes, it is possible for a person to participatehnrch where they experience enlightened instrodtiadhe
Word of God, see great worship services where geguent, and where the Holy Spirit is at work anvprful
ways, but have never been born again, and have hadea true, saving response to the Good Newssins]
Christ. They can be quite emotional, and have atgetigious experience and never be regenerateiedyioly
Spirit. They are like land that receives much faim bears no good fruit. They bear only thorns thigtles and
weeds. They may have participated outwardly in Wrservices, and the blessings of Christian feloyy, but
like the seed that fell on rocky ground in the péeaof the sower, they have no spiritual roots.yrtadl away;
there is no life. They truly never had a spiritbath. They are still dead in trespasses and sins.

If a person continues to neglect the work of théy/Fgpirit in his life he will demonstrate that hesvonly
the subject of the pre-evangelism work of the Heyrit and was never regenerated. We know we haea b
born again because of continuance in the word oisChf we love Him we will obey Him. It is continng in
faith in Christ that demonstrates that true magietual reality.

“The greater the sinner | know myself to be, theater my need of Christ, and the more | am sudddim,
for He died for the ‘ungodly’ (Rom. 5:6).” A. W. k. Faith looks away from self and self-righteowssnand is
occupied entirely with Christ. Christ, not faitk,the sinner’'s Savior. What have you done with &rist?

"If you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, lelieve in your heart that God raised Him from dlead,
you will be saved; for with the heart a persondaads, resulting in righteousness, and with the mbet
confesses, resulting in salvation” (Romans 10:9-IBgre is no other way to be saved. That is yaur. ffhe
Holy Spirit will do His work in you.



