Hebrews 7:11-28
Jesus Christ the Eternal Priest King

The superiority of the priesthood of Jesus Chsistamonstrated in Hebrews chapter seven. Emphasis o
Melchizedek in Genesis 14:17-20 will fade into Haekground in the discussion and Psalm 110:4 will b
central in the mind of the author of Hebrews. Thiepiesthood of Aaron was inadequate (Hebrews-14)1
If the old priesthood and its covenant could haserbeffective in bringing men to God it would navh been
replaced with a better one. Under Judaism all eftiests were from the tribe of Levi. Jesus wamfthe tribe
of Judah, and therefore a new priesthood undeorlter of Melchizedek was needed (7:1-10). The wbde
order was superseded by a new and better one. Biogngreater than Aaron, the Levitical priestly emdand
the old covenant were needed.

In order to be effective the new priesthood musfobbever (Heb. 7:15-25). Under the old system tigh h
priest had to be replaced when the death of eaggthgriest occurred. What was needed was a higktprie
chosen and ordained by God who lived forever (220Psa. 110:4). "Jesus Christ has become thergearaf
a better covenant” (v. 22). It is "Because He abideever," that He "holds His priesthood permalygigv.

24). Therefore, "He is able to save forever thoke draw near to God through Him, since He alwayeslito
make intercession or them" (v. 25, NASB95). Alliture quotations are from the New American Stagidar
Bible, 1995 Update unless otherwise noted.

Jesus Christ was sinless and therefore did not toeeffier a sacrifice for Himself as the priestslenthe old
covenant. Christ "does not need daily, like thagé priests, to offer up sacrifices, first for Hisn sins and
then for the sins of the people, because this He@dce for all when He offered up Himself' (Hebrema7).
This new priest did not need to endlessly repeattime sacrifices for sin because He offered tegerfect
sacrifice that would cover all the sins of the deofphat one sacrifice by Jesus Christ, the LamBad, has
forever opened the way for sinners to go directty the presence of God.

Before we examine this passage in detall, it cabraiverstressed by Bible believing Christiansetter,
even heresy, of the cults that teach a modern degtly order of Melchizedek. The Bible is impevaly clear
that Jesus did not ordain priests in the order efchizedek. Jesus is the unique one of a kindlfuknt of the
High Priest of the order of Melchizedek. He is egirforever. That is the whole emphasis of Meletiek
being a type of Jesus Christ as our great HiglsPrie

It is obvious from the true Scriptures of Christignthe Bible, not additional books of the cultsat
Christians do not need any temples, secret oathalg, and special underclothes, to function as priests in
the priesthood of believers. Christian believersxdbhave special priestly offices and powers tmicwnicate
with the dead. This is strictly forbidden in thedOlestament. John the Baptist did not pass on #reric
priesthood to pagan cult leaders in 1829. John ai¢de hands of Herod c. 30 A. D. (Matthew 14:}-12
Moreover, Peter, James and John did not confeAdinenic order to modern day cult leaders, eithechS
teachings are heresy in the fullest sense of thre.wo

There is a priesthood embracing all the redeemed,and women, a "royal priesthood," that is neither
Aaronic nor Melchizedek. The apostle Peter saidit'#®u are a chosen race, a royal priesthood,\artation,
a people for God’s own possession, so that you pnaglaim the excellencies of Him who has called gatiof
darkness into His marvelous light; for you onceaeveot a people, but now you are the people of @od;had
not received mercy, but now you have received midtcyeter 2:9-10). This priesthood of the belieger
embraced by all true believers in Jesus Christ adw@ been saved by His grace. Every Christian éxéocise
his right to go into the presence of God in pragterceding for themselves and others, and theyo tout



sharing the good news of Jesus Christ with a lestdvThat is the privilege and responsibility okey
believer in Christ.

For further study | highly recommefidhe Kingdom of the Cults by Walter Martin, Bethany House
PublishersHe has an excellent discussion of this Melchikeated Aaronic teaching by modern day pagan cults
on pages 166-226. They may use the name Jesus$ &idisall themselves a Christian church but thieyira
no since of the word Christian.

The author of Hebrews demonstrates clearly thatsJisshe High Priest, whose priesthood does o i
on any genealogy, but on Himself as the unique,abr@ekind, Son of God. As the Son of God He lif@gver
and holds His priesthood permanently. He does ri#io a priestly order to follow in His footstepte is the
one and only High Priest. He does not need anymbe & mediator to Him. He is the High Priest cdfrgv
believer. We can go directly into His presence iamgt anyplace or any occasion. We do not need animn
approach Him on our behalf. It is a great privilégeevery believer to pray for others, but it guilifferent
from a cult-like priesthood.

Jesus is the High priest who is sinless and neseded to offer a sacrifice for His own sins. Thaes He
made the one and only, once forever, sacrificeirequo deal with man’s sin problem. "The wagesiafis
death" and Jesus paid that wage in full on our lbelda more sacrifices are needed to deal with sin.

Jesus Christ is the new priest in a new priestly order (Heb. 7:11-20)

The author of Hebrews is explaining that the Leuitisacrificial system had demonstrated itselffestive
to reconcile sinners with a holy God. A new priesith was necessary.

"Now if perfection was through the Levitical prieebd (for on the basis of it the people receiveditaw),
what further need was there for another priestiseaccording to the order of Melchizedek, andb®t
designated according to the order of Aaron? Fomwhe priesthood is changed, of necessity therstplace a
change of law also. For the one concerning whorsettieings are spoken belongs to another tribe, Wwbrh
no one has officiated at the altar. For it is emidéat our Lord was descended from Judah, a witie
reference to which Moses spoke nothing concernirggis” (Hebrews 7:11-14).

In verses 17 and 21 the author quotes Psalm 11@ighwhe Jewish people commonly acknowledged as
messianic. This is why the author of Hebrews hastspo much time talking about Melchizedek. Jesas not
of the descendants of Levi. He was of the tribduafah, the lineage of kings, not priests. "And ihidearer
still, if another priest arises according to thefiess of Melchizedek, who has become such ndteohdsis of
a law of physical requirement, but according togbever of an indestructible life. For it is attestef Him,

'You are a priest forever according to the ordaviefchizedek™ (Hebrews 7:15-17). What was promiaed
foreshadowed about Christ in the Old Testamentba® to pass. The whole basis of this new priesthas
an indestructible life. Jesus’ priesthood is pereminHe is eternal, immortal, and invincible. Hél wever die.
There is never any need of anyone to replace Hisusldid not become a priest because He was ora in
priestly family, but because He would not be repthby death. Jesus is a priest forever becausesof H
resurrection. He is alive!

Melchizedek's name means "king of righteousness'awaan resembling the Son of God, "having been
made like the Son of God" (v. 3), was an ordinamnhn being who was "king of Salem."” The name "Salem
from the same root as the Hebrew word for "peag®&i¢m) and was probably the ancient city of Jerusalem.
The Scriptures don't record any information abaatdenealogy like it does for the Levitical priestid. It
simply says this king priest suddenly appearecherstene and disappeared just as fast (Genes&2@).1
"He is without father or mother or genealogy" havineither beginning or days nor end of life.” Thatvhat
makes him a type of the eternal priesthood of Jéselsrews sees Melchizedek as an ordinary martygeear



foreshadowing of Christ. Jesus is the King of Reglisness who brings perfect peace to all who =bev
Him. Since nothing is said of Melchizedek's deaih a further type or foreshadowing of the riseauk. Jesus
is the priest forever by virtue of His resurrectioom the dead.

The laws of the old covenant were weak and usétesgke a person right with God. The old covenant
"cannot make the worshiper perfect in conscieneleb( 9:9). "For the Law, since it has only a shaddwhe
good things to come and not the very form of thjrogé never, by the same sacrifices which theyr offe
continually year by year, make perfect those wraswdnear" (Hebrews 10:1). "For by one offering Heslks]
has perfected for all time those who are sanctifiettbrews 10:14). The Law could not do that. Retite did
not come through the old covenant priests and ga@rifices, but through the Son and His sacrifice.

The purpose of the Law was perfect at pointindjiitger and bringing guilt upon the sinner. It wasfpct at
pointing to the coming of the High Priest, Jesusis€hHowever, it is clear you cannot depend uganltaw to
save you. In that sense it was powerless and ttefée The Law pointed the sinner to God and His/mion
for salvation through Jesus Christ. "For, on the band, there is a setting aside of a former cordmant
because of its weakness and uselessness (for thenade nothing perfect), and on the other hancetisea
bringing in of a better hope, through which we draaar to God" (Hebrews 7:18-19).

The Law was cancelled because Jesus Christ fdlfile Law. It was wiped out. The writer of Hebravses
the wordathetesis which is used for doing away with something, atingla treaty, abrogating a promise,
removing a man’s name off the civil registry, andking a law inoperative. The word is also transldte put
away" or "set aside." The Greek translation notth@NET Bible reads, "the setting aside of a farme
command comes to pass.” Jesus by His perfect otisgdie the Law, and perfect sacrifice for sin wipeithe
ceremonial Law.

Jesus perfectly fulfilled it because no one elsddorhe Law was powerless and ineffective. It€sol
purpose was to demonstrate the sinfulness of mdrdad man’s need for a perfect sinless Savior. tRhero
priest could accomplish this on our behalf. Jesigb us into the presence of God, and by His @mckfor all
atoning sacrifice for sin Jesus covered all ous.dife alone gives us perfect access to God.

The establishment of a better priesthood by Clestonstrates there has been a change from the dMosai
Law, the old covenant and the succession of priséaron. The Levitical high priest is the evidertbat the
Mosaic covenant is no longer in effect. We havetéel covenant with a greater High Priest and atgre
sacrifice. The Levitical priesthood was never idethto be permanent because it was inadequate. The
priesthood was central to the Mosaic Covenantdmaage in priesthood would indicate a change imthele
covenant. "For Christ is the end of the law fohtepusness to everyone who believes" (Romans 10:4).

Christians are no longer under the Law and thecole&tnant (Rom. 6:14-15; Gal. 3:24-25; 5:1; 6:2 Hirist
is our High Priest then we cannot be under the &ad/the old covenant. Over half of the occurreédlse
word "covenant”diatheke) (17 times) are found in the book of Hebrews whbeenew covenant is more fully
developed than any other book in the New Testaniéng. word has more of the idea of an absolute ddsus
is the guarantee of a better covenant. We are no@Hrist."

Jesus Christ is the great High Priest (Heb. 7:20-25)

Even though Jesus was from the tribe of Judah,udéfied as the eternal High Priest because Heds t
Davidic Messiah (Psa. 110:1, 4). As we have notedtber occasions, Jesus did not just assume fice of
priest. He was appointed priest by God the Fafftez.statement God makes regarding the appointnient o
Jesus as High Priest is in the form of an "oatlotl Bas sworn an oath that will last forever. If Goakes an
oath it is of extraordinary priority. The priestltbof Jesus Christ can never pass away. He is ¢emdeHis
priesthood is eternal. "For it is attested of Hivfgu are a priest forever according to the orddviefchizedek' .



... (for they indeed became priests without ah,daut He with an oath through the One who saidito, 'The
Lord has sworn And will not change His mind, ‘Yo @ priest forever™ (Hebrews 7:17, 21). Therefalesus
is the "guarantor of a better covenant,” that It mot be annulled, because it is guaranteed byadih of God
(Heb. 7:22). Jesus is the one who gives the sursgtys guarantor. We are all familiar with this bgful Greek
word. Egguos is the person who guarantees someone else's aftatla bank. He is the surety for that the load
will be paid in full. He puts up the bail for theigpner to guarantee that the prisoner will appeapurt at the
appointed time.

The covenant depends on the priesthood, therefesels, the eternal priest becomes the guaransee of
eternal priesthood. God is the one who imposednigng covenant (Heb. 8:8-10).

How do we know that the old covenant and its lad priesthood are no longer operative? How do wewkno
for sure that when God saves us we are savedlfeteahity? How do we know that these promises kge a
studying today are true and we can stake eternityyem? Jesus Christ by his atoning sacrificeifor s
guarantees it. He is the author of the new coveiamrything depends upon Him, and we know God has
accepted His atoning work because God raised Him the dead.

Jesus is the assurance of a new and better kiredadionship with a holy God. We are under a new
covenant. We celebrate that covenant every timeosge to the Lord's table and observe the Lord'p&ujt
is a covenant based upon the broken body and dbed bf Jesus Christ.

We have a "better hopekrgitton) which is salvation and sanctification throughuesigh priesthood. This
"better” covenant is higher in rank or preferabbléhe old. "Christ was faithful as a Son over Hisife—whose
house we are, if we hold fast our confidence aeddtbast of our hope firm until the end" (Hebrew§) 3:
Hebrews says much about our hope in Christ. "Andiegre that each one of you show the same dilegsac
as to realize the full assurance of hope untileth@" (Hebrews 6:11). "By two unchangeable thingaich it
is impossible for God to lie, we who have takemugefwould have strong encouragement to take hallaeof
hope set before us" (Hebrews 6:18). "Let us hatdl tfee confession of our hope without wavering,Herwho
promised is faithful" (Hebrews 10:23).

"And inasmuch as it was not without an oath (faytindeed became priests without an oath, but ke avi
oath through the One who said to Him, ‘The Lord $iasrn And will not change His mind, 'You are aegti
forever™); so much the more also Jesus has betwrguarantee of a better covenant. The formests;ion
the one hand, existed in greater numbers becaagevire prevented by death from continuing, buisiesn
the other hand, because He continues forever, hb&lpriesthood permanently. Therefore He is alde
save forever those who draw near to God through Hintce He always lives to make intercession fenth
(Hebrews 7:20-25).

There was nothing permanent about the old covefiietLaw was a temporary provision, a tutor, iadpr
us to Christ (Gal. 3:24-25). "Now that faith hasney we are no longer under a tutor." All of theepts died
and had to be replaced. Every year they had torabslee rituals of the Yom Kippur, the Day of Atonent.
When the high priest died he had to be replacel aribther. However, the priesthood of Jesus isa&itdt is
irreplaceable, unalterable, non-transferrable.

In my opening comments about the priesthood of Meé&xdek | said the priesthood of Jesus is non-
transferable. The woraparabatosis a legal term describing something that beloogsne person and cannot
ever be transferred to anyone else. Jesus Chesriggar abatos priesthood (Heb. 7:24). "Jesus, on the other
hand, because He continues forever, holds Histhoed permanently” (Hebrews 7:24). Our English
translations translatparabatos with the word "permanently” or "untransferablé.islwithout successor. It is
unchangeable. Then why do the cults take whatvgab and build a whole false religion on a faisedge of
a false priesthood? The priesthood of Jesus Ahngit something passed along from Him to anotHeralone



can possess it. His priesthood does not pass themuarecisely because it is a perpetual priesthdeds the
only way into presence of God. He is in Heaven mglkntercession forever.

"Therefore He is able also to save forever those draw near to God through Him, since He alwaysdito
make intercession for them" (Hebrews 7:25). F. facB wrote, "His once-completed self-offering igetly
acceptable and efficacious; His contact with thia&ais immediate and unbroken; His priestly miyisin His
people's behalf is never-ending, and thereforesahetion which He secures to them is absoluteat Tihished
work of Christ should cause our hearts to shoutrdfBeF. Westcott has some wise counsel. He sdidge "
modern description of Christ pleading in heavenpéission, 'offering His blood,' on behalf of mes ha
foundation in the epistle. His glorified humanisythe eternal pledge of the absolute efficacy af Hi
accomplished work. He pleads, as the older writeitg expressed the thought, by His Presence oifréltieer's
Throne."

Jesus is our great High Priest (Heb. 7:26-28).

Jesus is pure in the sight of the LORD God. Helislg High Priest.

"For it was fitting for us to have such a high gtjeholy, innocent, undefiled, separated from sisiread
exalted above the heavens; who does not need tlielythose high priests, to offer up sacrificesstffor His
own sins and then for the sins of the people, bex#us He did once for all when He offered up Hilhd=or
the Law appoints men as high priests who are waatkthe word of the oath, which came after the Law,
appoints a Son, made perfect forever" (Hebrews-Z2&86Look how great our High Priest is!

Jesus is described as "holy, innocent, undefiled,separated from sinners."

Jesus is "exalted above the heavens."

Jesus did not need daily "to offer up sacrificest for His own sins and then for the sins of pe@ple.”

Jesus made only one sacrifice for sinners. Nonereths ever needed because His was a perfecticacrif
that was permanently accepted by a holy God. "ldehds one for all when He offered up Himself."

What do all of these combined statements make otsvgalvation? What do they do to works
sanctification? All the fleshly works of sinful matands condemned. There is only one sacrificepaable to
God and that is the atoning sacrifice of JesusstHidesus, on the other hand, because He contiones®r,
holds His priesthood permanently. Therefore Héble also to save forever those who draw near to God
through Him, since He always lives to make intesgasfor them."

There is only one way to stand holy in the eyea bbly God. "For there is no distinction: for aéive sinned
and fall short of the glory of God, and are justifiby his grace as a gift, through the redemptianhis in Christ
Jesus, whom God put forward as a propitiation kg/bbod, to be received by faith. This was to sliavd's
righteousness, because in His divine forbearanceddeassed over former sins. It was to show his
righteousness at the present time, so that He roghist and the justifier of the one who has faitliesus.
Then what becomes of our boasting? It is excluBgdvhat kind of law? By a law of works? No, but the
law of faith. For we hold that one is justified fajth apart from works of the law" (Romans 3:23-E8glish
Standard Version).

What is the basis of such profound teaching? Jekust was the Son of God offering Himself for te of
all men. He was the sinless Son of God dying asless substitute for the guilty sinner. He wasbgect
High Priest offering the perfect offering which wiag one perfect sacrifice of Himself. God in Hiage stands
before us today ready to receive us if we confessieed to Him and believe on Christ alone for aiadw.

Some abiding principles and practical applications



1. We are saved by grace alone through faitheailodesus Christ alone. God did everything to ssve
from beginning to end. He sent His own Son to leepidrfect covering for our sins. He paid our sibtde full
and rose from the dead. God can now justify evetiebing sinner based upon the atoning sacrificéestis
Christ's death. Jesus offered Himself as the srlamb of God to take away sin. This provided dguoér
atonement. "Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ andsyall be saved.” There is nothing left to dolrlteve on
Christ. Salvation that Christ provides is permarmtause the priesthood of Christ is permanent.

2. We have a great High Priest who is alwaysyéadhtercede on our behalf. We have a mediattien
presence of God who is Jesus Christ is our etéfiggl Priest. All we have to do is humble ourselaad call
upon His name. Moreover, Jesus is praying for mstemtly. He is a throned Priest-King asking wHatwill
from a gracious loving Father who always hearsgradts His requests.

3. ltis noteworthy that the term "priest” is Bewsed in the New Testament of a minister or oirdére
church. It was used in Judaism of Old Testamewetsgitood which was fulfilled in the person and wofkesus
Christ. Let's make it very clear that not only e Old Testament sacrificial system fulfilled, lituvas
finished and unrepeatable by the all sufficientifiae of Christ. Jesus Christ is alive and is eegirforever,
"the same yesterday today and forever."

4. The only priesthood Christians have is in #imdugh Jesus Christ, our High Priest. Every belies
considered a "royal priesthood, to offer spirits@trifices acceptable to God through Jesus Cl{figPet. 2:5).
This is the priesthood of the believer and it inles every believer in Christ, men and women. "Tioeed urge
you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present podies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptabl&bd,
which is your spiritual service of worship. And dot be conformed to this world, but be transforrhgdhe
renewing of your mind, so that you may prove whatwill of God is, that which is good and accepgadod
perfect” (Romans 12:1-2). In and through JesussCtire priesthood of the believer is made effectOar
eternal security rests on the intercessory ministidesus (Rom. 8:33-34).
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