Hebrews 8:1-13
Christ is the Mediator of a Better Ministry with a Better Covenant

Jesus Christ has a more excellent ministry beddaess the Mediator of a better covenant based tieibe
promises.

Our great High Priest is the Son of God perfeatver. He is "holy, innocent, undefiled, and seatdtom
sinners, exalted above the heavens." He was temuiédever yielded to sin.

Jesus Christ is the mediator of a much better gyigsinistry because He has a better covenantsimperior
sanctuary. He is the one priest who can make aswigh God.

The Tabernacle in the wilderness gave a glimpseadow patterned after the glorious reality in le@av
When the real object came the shadows passed dawayulfillment in the person and work of Jesusi€tput
an end to the old covenant and its system. Chasttive reality that replaced all the shadows.

Hebrews chapter eight is the crowning point initbaily. It is the highest and central point to whtbe
author is climbing. We have a High Priest who isted on the right hand of the throne of the Majesityigh
in heaven. He is in the very presence of God.

We are now at the center of the doctrinal sectfddebrews which focuses on Christ as our High Pries
With Hebrews 8 and 9 the author takes us to thadask of interpreting the saving work of Chigst the
cross and His resurrection.

If you have read a lot of books on Hebrews youaavare that there are a lot of fanciful interpretasi. Wild
speculative imaginations turn into religious fads &eresy. There is no compelling reason to ingeh some
kind of structure in heaven conforming to the Mogabernacle in the wilderness. Hebrews 9:24 likkadoly
of holies with heaven and the presence of God.Wiiter points to spiritual realities. He moves frone
pictures, types, sacrifices to the spiritual rgadihd the wonder of God is spirit and those whoshigr Him
worship Him in spirit and truth.

The author takes us into the holy of holies, wi@oel abides, and Jesus serves as our High Prieste @he
no other priests serving under Christ as High Bri¢s is the one and only priest. The high priesttee Day of
Atonement could only foreshadow what Christ achdese the cross. We have a great High Priest, Jeisrist;
the Son of God who lived a sinless life, and offidgmself as a perfect sacrifice for the sins of people and
rose from the dead and now it seated in heaven@®@atihthe Father making intercession for us.

Jesus Christ has a Better Ministry (8:1-5)

Can you imagine having a king who serves? Jesust@hthe king who rules and serves his peopke as
high priest.

Jesus is the seated priest who has finished Hik ofasffering the final sacrifice for sins. Therdllmever
be a need for another sacrifice for sin. His smerifs once and for all. He is an enthroned pridst is seated at
the right hand of the Majesty on high, God the Eatlesus now ministers in the true heavenly sangtu
heaven itself. Jesus did not come to work His wy the old sacrificial system of the Old Testan@igsts,
but to fulfill then and thus bring them to an end.

Jesus Christ is the reality of all the shadows meoanter in the Old Testament types and prophecthes.
priests were a copy and a shadow of the great Fiigdst who would enter into heaven and serve. The
tabernacle and later the temple were shadows bfeéhaty that was to come. The animal sacrificed the Day
of Atonement were a shadow of the great sacriffddeLamb of God. Jesus Christ is the reality tock all of
these shadows and types pointed. He is our gregt Pliest, Mediator, and Intercessor at the rigimtchof the



Father in heaven. He is our perfect sacrifice thednses us of all sins and paid our sin debtskbeii Passover
and our daily spiritual food. It is Christ my riglitusness. Christ my sanctification. Christ my gdrapon.
Christ my only hope. Christ my savior. He fulfifif of the shadows and types. He is their gloriaadity.

A. T. Robertson says the writer of Hebrews sumneanzith five points of superiority of Jesus as High
Priest. Jesus is a better priest than Aaron (Hé&h. Bhe writer is demonstrating this from 4:16/t@8). Jesus
works in a better sanctuary (8:2, 5). He offergtdr sacrifice (8:3ff). Jesus is mediator of ddyetovenant
(8;6). His priestly work rests on better promis@$). Jesus has obtained a better ministry as é&wWB®). The
writer of Hebrews will continue with his presentatiof the priestly work of Jesus including His bettovenant
(8:7-13), the better sanctuary (9:1-12), betteriiee (9:13-10:180 and better promises (10:19-12:3
(RobertsonWord Picturesin the New Testament, vol. v, p. 388).

The Heavenly Sanctuary (8:1-2)

"Now the main point in what has been said is twis:have such a high priest, who has taken Hisatdhe
right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the rexes; a minister in the sanctuary and in the trberteacle,
which the Lord pitched, not man” (Hebrews 8:1-2).cripture references unless otherwise notedrare the
New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update.

"What has been said" takes us back to the sumnetgnsent of Christ's high priesthood in 7:26-2& Hi
"main point" is Jesus is our High Priest who satul@t the right hand of God and He serves in the tr
tabernacle. Jesus is the King-Priest.

The earthly tabernacle was a prototype of the hdgwmne (Exod. 25:40). The Levitical temple and
priesthood operated in a historical situation i plast and was succeeded in time by Christ. Theitalv
priests did not enter into the real, heavenly presef God. Only Jesus Christ entered into thenatgrresence
of God. The holy of holies and the Ark of the Coaetnonly symbolized the presence of God with Higgbe

Jesus' priesthood operates in the heavenly redim.'Sanctuary” and "the true tabernacle" is hedmei.
9:24; 10:19). Aaron served in the tabernacle inthéerness, Jesus serves in the true tabernaasteTs no
distinction here between the holy place and thg bbholies. The wilderness tabernacle was the synab
mere copy of the genuine.

The fact that Christ "has taken His seat at thiet figind of the throne of Majesty in the heavengVvidence
that He has fully accomplished His great sacrifigiark on the cross. God the Father has accept@thét
sacrificial ministry of our Lord was performed atwimpleted when He died on the cross. It was a anddor
all sacrifice. It was finished, completed, done wie cried out "It is finished!"

This King-Priest sits on a throne. He has kinglwpoand dominion as a High Priest. He sits on artéar
even though He ministers in the sanctuary. Thisuvdeeard of in the Levitical system. A person caute or
the other, but never a priest and king combination.

Jesus the Mediator (8:3-6)

Since the sacrifice was completed on the crosg@at High Priest now intercedes for the belieefole
the throne of the Father. Our Lord fulfilled thevitecal priesthood by offering up Himself on theoss. Now
He fulfills the Melchizedek royal priesthood as ddediator.

Jesus is the High Priest (v. 3)

"For every high priest is appointed to offer boifisgand sacrifices; so it is necessary that tigh priest
also have something to offer" (Hebrews 8:3).

As a true priest Jesus has something to offerstém iactive priest. That which He offered up wansilf.
The author of Hebrews is uses the aorist to saessgle finished act of offering. It is not a danbusly or
repeated offering. Jesus has finished the saalifadpect of His ministry. The sacrifice has beéared once



for all. This is a strong contrast with the Leati@riests and their continual offerings. Jesusrefl one
sacrifice, and by His sacrificial death fulfilleldet demands of the old covenant. As a result ofs¢heatifice He
made the old covenant obsolete.

John Calvin said, "He died on earth, but the vidod efficacy of His death proceeded from heaven."

Service of Jesus as the Priest (8:4-5)

"Now if He were on earth, He would not be a pragsall, since there are those who offer the gitsoading
to the Law who serve a copy and shadow of the mdpavleings, just as Moses was warned by God when he
was about to erect the tabernacle; for, 'See,ayle, #hat you make all things according to thégpatwhich
was shown you on the mountain™ (Hebrews 8:4-5).

Jesus could never serve in the earthly Tabernadause He was of the tribe of Judah, not Levi.

Many scholars think there is evidence that the Tlengpstill in existence and the Levitical prieate
offering up sacrifices, and the letter should bieddefore the destruction of Jerusalem by the RsrmaA.D.
70. Or it could be seen as the use of the presasetas timeless and a vivid picture of what hadh lolone in
the Temple as though it was still going on. | thihk homily was written in the early A.D. 60's.

The author is quoting Exodus 25:40 in verse fivee Tabernacle was a made according to the patitem a
the heavenly model. The idea of the Palestiniarsibat there was in heaven a literal counterpath@®earthly
tabernacle is not an accurate interpretation. Faglydeveloped some fanciful extremely literal ideas

The superiority of Jesus ministry is that He ratifthe new covenant with His own blood. The old Mos
covenant was terminated when Christ died. Theofdhe temple was torn from top to bottom. A newemant
forms the basis of the superior ministry that Jggréorms in heaven. Had the first covenant beeujaate
God would not have instituted a new covenant.

The new covenant removed the barrier between a®Gotiyand sinful man. The apostle Peter wrote af thi
new covenant: "knowing that you were not redeemiga perishable things like silver or gold from ydutile
way of life inherited from your forefathers, buttivprecious blood, as of a lamb unblemished antesgs) the
blood of Christ" (1 Peter 1:18-19). The apostlelRaid, "In Him we have redemption through His lpthe
forgiveness of our trespasses, according to tiesiof His grace. . . . who is given as a pledgsuof
inheritance, with a view to the redemption of GooVen possession, to the praise of His glory" (EEres1:7,
14).

Jesus Ministers with a Better Covenants (8:6-13)

The author now stresses the superiority of Chmsirsstry in the sanctuary. Just as the new covieisan
better than the old, Christ's ministry is "moreaiant” than the Levitical. The new covenant igéebecause it
is established through a better mediator. The rexemant is based on better promises because thef &wod
is the security that these promises will be fuefill

"But now He has obtained a more excellent minidigyas much as He is also the mediator of a better
covenant, which has been enacted on better pronfise# that first covenant had been faultlessy¢hwould
have been no occasion sought for a second. Fan§rdult with them, He says, 'Behold, days are iogmnsays
the Lord, When | will effect a new covenant witle thouse of Israel and with the house of Judah'biéies
8:6-8).

God says, "I will make a new covenant.”

As the case now stands, Jesus is the High Priés&tamen. "A more excellent ministry" applies tofadé of
the points of superiority over the Levitical priesdd. The word "better” is the keynote of Hebrelsevery
point Christianity is better than Judaism is threst of the letter. The installation of the neweartant was proof



that the first could not remove sin. It did not dedh man's most basic problem—sin. It could ngitify the
sinner.

The "Holy of holies" symbolized the place where Goelets man on the Ark of the Covenant. Our great
High Priest has passed through the greater and peofect tabernacle into the very presence of Gasl.not
just symbolized in His ministry, but the reality.

"Not like the covenant which | made with their fath on the day when | took them by the hand to fkeaoh
out of the land of Egypt; for they did not continneMy covenant, and | did not care for them, stsLord"
(Hebrews 8:9). The Israelites broke the coveramd, God annulled it.

What will the new covenant effect? Based upon #téeb promises there will be the forgiveness of sind
the inward power will be overcome. The new covendtit its new principles works in the spiritualdibf the
believer. He affects the change in the heart.

"For this is the covenant that | will make with theuse of Israel after those days, says the Losdi put
My laws into their minds, and | will write them olneir hearts. And | will be their God, and theylsba My
people" (Hebrews 8:10).

This new covenant will be spiritual and inward. Gibinges the heaKardia is the seat of man's personal
life. It involves the whole of man's inward natufée old covenant could not change the heart. Eue n
covenant does. It is personal because the Holyt8gho is a person enables the believer to overcibrae
power of sin (Romans 8:1-3.

When a sinner accepts God's terms of the new cavéesexperiences God. This knowledge of God is
common to all believers.

"And they shall not teach everyone his fellow @tizand everyone his brother, saying, ‘Know thedl’dor
all will know Me, from the least to the greatestioém” (Hebrews 8:11).

Under the old covenant only the educated scribleswwerstand the minute details of the law, howeve
under the new covenant everyone will be taughtieyiriner illumination of the Holy Spirit.

"As for you, the anointing which you received frétim abides in you, and you have no need for anyone
teach you; but as His anointing teaches you albthtiags, and is true and is not a lie, and jissitdnas taught
you, you abide in Him" (1 John 2:27).

"For | will be merciful to their iniquities, andwill remember their sins no more" (Hebrews 8:12).

Forgiveness, reconciliation, peace with God isfthumdation of this new covenant. The basis of this
forgiveness is the shed blood of Jesus Christ (N&t28; Mk. 14:24; Luk. 22:20; 1 Cor. 11:25). Tiew
covenant is sealed with His blood. God rich in meand grace forgives based on the sacrifice ofslestthe
cross. This new covenant is the guarantee andaagsuthat God will remember our sins no more. Tiheze
there is now no condemnation for those who arehlins€Jesus" (Romans 8:1). Because there is no
condemnation there is peace with God through faitbhrist (Rom. 5:1-2).

Moreover, when we do sin there is forgiveness. 'IBwe walk in the Light as He Himself is in thedhit,
we have fellowship with one another, and the blobdesus His Son cleanses us from all sin. If wetlsat we
have no sin, we are deceiving ourselves and thie iswnot in us. If we confess our sins, He ishiait and
righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanskeams all unrighteousness. If we say that we havesimned,
we make Him a liar and His word is not in us" (hdd.:7-10). This is part of this wonderful new coaat we
have with God. When we confess our sins to Himfdtigives, and will never remember our sins agaiod G
has a good forgetter. The whole basis of His fdulyetss is the perfect sacrifice for all our sins.

"When He said, 'A new covenant,’ He has made teedbsolete. But whatever is becoming obsolete and
growing old is ready to disappear” (Hebrews 8:13).



"The author writes as if the Old Testament legal eeremonial system were about to vanish beforadhe
covenant of grace. If he wrote after A.D. 70, wolédnot have written 'has vanished away'?" obsekvas
Robertson.

With this contrast between the old covenant and c@wenant the old is now obsolete. It disappeated i
A.D. 70 with the destruction of the Temple in Jatam. However, that termination did not elimindte t
promises God made to Abraham (Gen. 12:1-3).

The church enters into the blessings of the neverant which all believers enjoy because Jesusaidd
rose from the dead (Isa. 19:24-25; 42:6; Rom. 1Z2P-Moreover when Christ returns the Jewish peuojile
fully experience all the blessings promised inriee/ covenant (Rom. 11:25-32). Turn on the evenewshand
the most astonishing fact is that God has presahedewish people to this day. God has a glofiuse for
these precious people in Christ. He is not throngh His people. The people of the old covenant kglcome
the people of the new covenant.

The death of Christ is the foundation for the fuifent of the promises contained in the new covenan
Everything in the new covenant rests upon the dea@hrist.

From Galatians 3:13-29 we understand that Chrisizaa the spiritual seed of Abraham; however thabt
the same as saying the church is the spirituagllsvde must be extremely careful how we take thedao
"Israel" and "Judah" when we interpret the ScriggulEach must be considered within its context.

We must reach a balance in our interpretation mxdaremiah spoke of a new covenant with Israeintiia
find fulfillment when Christ returns. He also spsak believers receiving their blessings of the mewenant
based upon the blood of Jesus. The passage spdadthtisrael and the Christians.

This raises a very important question: what isréhationship of the church to Israel?

There are basically four views regarding the chanath the new covenant.

Some Bible believing scholars take the view thercihinas replaced Israel. Amillennialists and theeo@nt
theologians see the nation of Israel as permandigplaced and the blessings promised in the nexeramnt
are now fulfilled only by the church. They teaclsieally the church has replaced Israel. The bddisi®
interpretation is "the house of Israel and the baafsJudah” is the Christian church in the presget
However, one must differentiate between the Sargpteferences to the church and those referririgeto
promises to Israel.

Other scholars teach the new covenant is only thiigmational Israel. They interpret the words oédeah
literally and do not see any reason to includeNbe Testament church in the new covenant. J. Noysaid,
"The new covenant will be established formally wihael in the millennium."

Another group views this "new covenant” as two memenants, one with Israel and one with the New
Testament Church. It tries to balance the passaderemiah with passages in the New Testamenteaeth the
churches patrticipation in the new covenant. Thetbe future fulfillment with Israel, and the curtavork in
the church. In relationship to the church we enf@yprivileges of a new covenant made in the blafo@hrist,
while Israel awaits the new covenant in its futapglication.

| understand the "new covenant” as pointing totar&fulfillment with Israel, and at the same tithe
foundation for the Christian's salvation todaynitolves both Israel in the future and the Chuiitaly. It is one
"new covenant” with two fulfillments; Israel wilk@erience this new covenant in the future, anccthech
celebrates it today. But in both cases it is the mew covenant paid for in full by the death of i€fr

The death of Christ provides the only basis ofdwdrs receiving forgiveness of sins and reconmimatvith
God. At the same time there are clear promisesr@axde with Israel. We enjoy the benefits of the istgn
sacrifice of Christ for our sins. "If you belong@rist, then you are Abraham's descendants, detarding to
the promise,” wrote the apostle Paul (Gal. 3:29% in Christ that Gentiles, non-Jews, have resgithe



blessings of the promise to Abraham. The promisare wpoken to Abraham and his seed, but we hawe als
received blessings from that promise.

Jesus celebrated the ordinance connected to thememant on the night before His crucifixion (Mbestv
26:26-30). "This is My blood of the covenant, whisho be shed on behalf of many for forgivenessias" (v.
28). The writer of Hebrews says in 9:20: "Thishe blood of the covenant which God commanded you"
(Hebrews 9:20). Both are referring to one covemdrnth is the new covenant made by Jesus Christ. The
apostle Paul declared, "In the same way He tookubpealso after supper, saying, 'This cup is thve c@venant
in My blood; do this, as often as you drink ityemembrance of Me™ (1 Corinthians 11:25).

| find it hard to see two covenants with the samme "new covenant." Hebrews speaks of "the new
covenant" and simply the word "covenant” alone'dle¢ careful not to read something into a pasteges
not there. The apostle Paul said he and othersisred Christ are "ministers of the new covenatCpr. 3:6).

The book of Hebrews was written to Hebrew Chrigtiares, there are applications to both groupsthmut
stated purpose is to believers in Christ. He iswwgythem not to turn coat and go back to the Templ
sacrifices. He wants them to remain faithful toi€thiHe addresses "to the general assembly andlclofithe
firstborn who are enrolled in heaven, and to Gbd,Judge of all, and to the spirits of the rightemade
perfect, and to Jesus, the mediator of a new caxeaad to the sprinkled blood, which speaks bétizn the
blood of Abel" (Hebrews 12:23-24). Both are relatedhe new covenant, not two covenants. The cshima
this great chapter is between the old Mosaic cavearad the new covenant God made in Christ.

| think the apostle Paul has the solution in Ronteh24-25. "For if you were cut off from what is bgiture
a wild olive tree, and were grafted contrary taun@tinto a cultivated olive tree, how much mord wiese who
are the natural branches be grafted into their olive tree? For | do not want you, brethren, taubaformed
of this mystery—so that you will not be wise in yamwn estimation—that a partial hardening has hapgéo
Israel until the fullness of the Gentiles has camigRomans 11:24-25). | am convinced God's neweoawt
finds its fulfillment in both the church and Isra@le enjoy the benefits now, and Israel will in thilennium.

Judaism was a show and tell; Christianity is a o tell.

We can have an intimate personal relationship Gitd. He brings about an inner transformation ley th
Holy Spirit. God accomplishes all the transformatio us through faith in His Son, Jesus Christ. e
covenant was purchased by the blood of Chriss. dfffiected by the holy Spirit and appropriated &ighfin
Jesus Christ. Jesus is the Mediator of this wontlarbrk of sovereign grace. He will write this neavenant
on your heart. Indeed, He will crush the hearttohe and make it soft as flesh and white as snde.new
covenant is personal and intimate.

Believe on Jesus Christ today and be saved fetedhity.
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