Hebrews 9:1-28
Eternal Redemption through Jesus Christ

Jesus Christ leads us from the shadows and tyghs @ld Testament covenant to a glorious reatitthe
presence of the LORD God.

The new covenant makes the old one obsolete. Theovienant did not have the power to save siniters.
could only point to a greater covenant with a gaatior. God through the prophet Jeremiah decldred!d
covenant worn-out and useless. He proclaimed thd fog a new covenant in Jeremiah 31:31-33.

The old covenant came with rules governing worsinig approach to a holy God. The tabernacle and the
later the temple in Jerusalem were a place of glory

The Glorious Tabernacle of Israel (Hebrews 9:1-5)

Through his mind's eye the author of Hebrews talket® the glorious days of the Tabernacle in the
wilderness. None of the succeeding temples argglmacribed. For example, the Holy of Holies inddks
Temple which was destroyed in A.D. 70 was emptymwihe Romans entered the Temple. In place of the Ar
of the Covenant was a stone slab known as "theesibfoundation." Josephus and Tacitus both impéyHoly
of Holies was empty. This was common knowledge wtherRoman historian Tacitus wrote his history.sThi
was also true when General Pompey entered theeampB B.C. It is most probable that the Ark o# th
Covenant and the tablets of stone disappeare atetstruction of Solomon's Temple by the Babyloniamder
Nebuchadnezzar in 586 B.C. Zerubbabel's Templeacted only a stone slab on which the high priestex
his censer on the Day of Atonement. No one knowat\ahtually happened to the ark.

The author is stressing the superiority of the babvsanctuary over the earthly one. He is natiatgoint
stressing the types that foreshadowed the mina$tGhrist. It was the place where God met with Moaed the
people of Israel. It was a shadow of the real thihgointed to a greater reality when God woulddree flesh
and dwell with man. It pictured the real sacrifafehe Lamb of God who would take away our sins.

The Tabernacle is described for us by Moses in BEx@b-31 and 35-40. It was a tent of meeting 180 fe
long and 75 feet wide. A curtain fence of fineglnseven and half feet high separated the peapietfie
presence of God. The everyday Jewish people caue ©nly to the gate of the Tabernacle court. Briasd
Levites could enter the court to perform their gtigduties. The officiating priests could alonéegnnto the
Holy Place, and only one day of the year couldHigh Priest enter the Holy of Holies. It was a gladt
separation. Sin separates the sinner from a hotly Goe curtain at the front of the holy place kitygt common
people from entering. The ordinary priests were@néed from entering the Holy of Holies by the setweil.
It was like going into a hospital and seeing althad "Keep Out" signs posted near the operatingit@@od
said, "Keep Out!"

There was only one gate that led into the Tabeena@a. In the outer court were the Brazen Altagre/tthe
offerings were burned morning and evening, and_theer. Here the priests bathed themselves in therirait
before they performed their priestly duties.

The Tabernacle was divided into two rooms. The foem as you entered the Tabernacle was the Holy
Place. Inside the Holy Place was the Golden Lampsta Menorah, the Table of Bread of the Presentte w
twelve loaves of bread, and the Altar of Incense.

The Holy of Holies was separated from the Holy Plag a thick woven veil of fine, twisted, embroielér
scarlet, purple and blue linen with cherubim emibeoeéd upon it. Inside the Holy of Holies was thé&lgo
covered Ark of the Covenant or chest containinggbleen pot of manna from the wilderness, Aarontided
rod and the tablets of the Ten Commandments. Tassthe testimony of God to His people. The MercgtSe
was the lid on top of the Ark of the Covenant. @a Mercy Seat there were two cherubim of solid gatt
overarching wings symbolizing the holiness of GDide lid of the mercy seat was the place of projita
where the blood of the innocent victim turned awss/wrath of God against the sinner. The LORD abdl t



Moses, "There | will meet with you; and from abdke mercy seat, from between the two cherubim whreh
upon the ark of the testimony, | will speak to yahout all that | will give you in commandment fbetsons of
Israel" (Exodus 25:22, NASB95). All Scriptures &lew American Standard Bible 1995 Update unless
otherwise noted.

The cherubim of glory on the mercy seat above theofthe Covenant overshadowed the mercy seat. The
Shekinah glory of God's presence in the Holy ofie®imeant that God was with His chosen people. Wen
Tabernacle was dedicated, "The cloud covered titeofeneeting, and the glory of the Lord filled the
tabernacle" (Exodus 40:34).

"Now even the first covenant had regulations ofradwvorship and the earthly sanctuary. For therg ava
tabernacle prepared, the outer one, in which werdampstand and the table and the sacred braads talled
the holy place. Behind the second veil there wiabarnacle which is called the Holy of Holies, mayva
golden altar of incense and the ark of the coveocawntred on all sides with gold, in which was adgal jar
holding the manna, and Aaron’s rod which budded,the tables of the covenant; and above it were the
cherubim of glory overshadowing the mercy seat;dbtihese things we cannot now speak in detail'bfees
9:1-5).

It is as the author is taking us into the Tabemas the priests performed their liturgical dutids is not
occupied with the physical details of the locatadrthe furniture. His goal is to teach his readbeshigh-
priestly work of Christ and His everlasting covenlaas been sealed with His own redeeming bloodh@n
Day of Atonement, the most holy day of Judaism,High Priest would enter into the Holy of Holiesdan
sprinkle the blood of atonement on the mercy se#ie presence of the Lord God's glory. There & imaly
God met with sinful man. At the cross Jesus ouatgregh Priest entered into the most holy plac&ofl and
made atonement for the sins of all who will calbogHis name.

For the writer of Hebrews the blood of atonemenicihvas shed on the cross at Calvary was the nseraty
of God and the sacrifice of atonement was the defalesus Christ, God's holy Son. The apostle &eaalared
that God displayed Christ publicly as a propitiatio His blood through faith" (Rom. 3:25). The waalld
covenant comes to a glorious climax with the neweoant in Christ Jesus. The earthly mercy seatheas
place of propitiation which pictured the thronego&ce in heaven.

Rituals under Old Covenant (Hebrews 9:6-10)

"Now when these things have been so prepared ribgtpare continually entering the outer tabemacl
performing the divine worship, but into the secoonly the high priest enters once a year, not withaking
blood, which he offers for himself and for the soighe people committed in ignorance. The Holyribs
signifying this, that the way into the holy placeshot yet been disclosed while the outer tabeznadtill
standing, which is a symbol for the present timecakdingly both gifts and sacrifices are offeredalihcannot
make the worshiper perfect in conscience, sincg ilate only to food and drink and various washjng
regulations for the body imposed until a time dbrmation” (Hebrews 9:6-10).

The ordinary priests who officiated daily enterbd Tabernacle to perform their ritual duties actaydo
the Law. They burned incense morning and evenindpemolden altar of incense and put oil in thedgal
candelabra. The showbread was changed weekly ivgHlbwer baked bread. Only on one day of the ,yinar
Day of Atonement, did the High Priest enter the tdsly Place or Holy of Holies (Leviticus 16).

Real freedom of access to God came about onlydwtitning sacrifice of Jesus Christ on the Cross at
Calvary. The Levitical offerings and sacrifices aevemoved the guilt permanently. They pointedwhag to
the coming of the one perfect sacrifice for sirt t@uld permanently remove guilt. The animal sam# could
not accomplish this inner cleansing. The Tabernactkits sacrifices were types and were temponatiythe
new covenant was officiated. The new covenant wasdurated when Christ offered Himself as the perfe
atoning sacrifice for sins. All of the previous dbass and types were fulfilled in the new covenaldthing
was left unfulfilled. All of the ceremonial cleangi associated with Judaism has now been laid aside.
Jeremiah's prophecy of the new covenant has be@cpe fulfilled in the work of Christ Jesus.



Christ's Eternal Redemption (Hebrews 9:11-14)
When Jesus Christ came everything changed. Hisratsacrifice changed our relationship with God.

"But when Christ appeared as a high priest of thedghings to come, He entered through the greater
more perfect tabernacle, not made with hands,$hatsay, not of this creation; and not through bfood of
goats and calves, but through His own blood, Heredtthe holy place once for all, having obtaintednal
redemption. For if the blood of goats and bulls Hrelashes of a heifer sprinkling those who haen loefiled
sanctify for the cleansing of the flesh, how muabrenwill the blood of Christ, who through the etdrBpirit
offered Himself without blemish to God, cleanseyoonscience from dead works to serve the living%o
(Hebrews 9:11-14).

We have now begun to enjoy the good things that ltame with the new covenant. The purpose of God
becoming incarnate was fully achieved at Calvahe Tinique and everlasting priesthood of Jesus CGings
His all-sufficient once for all sacrifice fulfilledll of the meaning and significance of the oldexmant
priesthood. The moment Christ died on the crosshilc& curtain that divided sinful man from the geace of a
holy God was torn open and the sinner has accdbe 10ORD God.

What is this "greater and more perfect tabernaemade with hands"? Some older expositors sanrth
a local sense corresponding to the outer chambiedarthly tabernacle through which the highgtnimssed
to reach the divine presence. They explainedtih@socal heavens in which Christ traveled aftes &8cension.
Calvin and others saw it as Christ's glorified body

However, Christ's death opened the way into thegiree of God in heaven. The best identificatidmnrik is
this greater and more perfect tabernacle is thiegaiabernacle as the heaven reality. "For Clitgsnhot enter
a holy place made with hands, a mere copy of theedne, but into heaven itself, now to appear énpitesence
of God for us" (Hebrews 9:24). The perfect tabelm&cheaven itself of which the earthly tabernaedes only
a type. Our risen great high priest mediates i &étter sanctuary, the very presence of God Himse

Goats were involved on the Day of Atonement (Leuii 16). The author of Hebrews draws a strong
contrast with the blood of goats and the blood lofisE. The high priest entered the Holy of Holieggwblood
of a bullock for his own sins, and then returnethvillood of a goat for the sins of the people. §thri
accomplished eternal redemption, and perfect ciegres conscience for the believing sinner whenditsl
once for all on the cross.

The author returns to the new covenant emphas@imgst's death (vv. 13-22), His presence in hegven
23-28), and His once-for-all offering of Himself thee perfect sacrifice for sin (10:1-18).

No animal sacrifice could ever accomplish what §thatid because He was the morally and spiritually
spotless innocent victim. No animal could ever oitfgelf as a sacrifice. This was the personalsieoiof
Christ.

It was through the "eternal Spirit" that Christesfd himself without blemish to God. The Holy Spsi
described as anointing Christ, empowering Him amdigg Him in His earthly ministry.

When we appropriate His saving work by faith weragenerated and enjoy peace with God. The "dead
works" in verse fourteen are the legalistic cereil@®that cannot give spiritual life. Only the H&pirit can
give eternal life as we respond by faith to Chwisffer of salvation.

Mediator of the New Covenant (Hebrews 9:15-22)

The author again picks up the idea of the new cawebased on Jeremiah 31:31-34. "Behold, days are
coming," declares the Lord, ‘when | will make a r@wvenant with the house of Israel and with thesleoof
Judah, not like the covenant which | made withrtfeghers in the day | took them by the hand tadpthem
out of the land of Egypt, My covenant which thegh®, although | was a husband to them," declarstdid.
'‘But this is the covenant which | will make wittethouse of Israel after those days,” declares tnd, Ll will
put My law within them and on their heart | will it it; and | will be their God, and they shall kg people.
"They will not teach again, each man his neighloar @ach man his brother, saying, ‘Know the Lordi’they



will all know Me, from the least of them to the gtest of them,' declares the Lord, 'for | will fowg their
iniquity, and their sin | will remember no moreJefemiah 31:31-34).

Christ is the mediator of the new covenant. Higlidealidated the new covenant. The old covenanldcou
not deal with our sin problem; however the new care based on the shed blood of Christ has soluedins
problem.

"For this reason He is the mediator of a new comtrsn that, since a death has taken place for the
redemption of the transgressions that were comdnitteler the first covenant, those who have bedeccailay
receive the promise of the eternal inheritance vidmere a covenant is, there must of necessitydddhth of
the one who made it. For a covenant is valid orthgmvmen are dead, for it is never in force whikedhe who
made it lives. Therefore even the first covenand wat inaugurated without blood. For when every
commandment had been spoken by Moses to all th@eaocording to the Law, he took the blood of the
calves and the goats, with water and scarlet woalrgyssop, and sprinkled both the book itself dhtha
people, saying, “This is the blood of the covenahich God commanded you.” And in the same way he
sprinkled both the tabernacle and all the vesddlseoministry with the blood. And according to thaw, one
may almost say, all things are cleansed with bland, without shedding of blood there is no forge&st
(Hebrews 9:15-22).

The Old Testament atonement by animal sacrificpgiiged for its value on the death of Christ. Theyew
only foreshadows of the real one to come. Chrilgeah is clearly in view. "The redemption of the
transgressions" is the redemption of the sinnenftive penalty of sin. "The wages of sin is deatid the death
of Christ paid that debt. Everyone who has beeled¢&ly God, whether in the Old Testament or the New
Testament time forward, has the promise of an Hatenheritance" based on the death and resurreofio
Christ. "The sacrifice of Christ is retroactiveidteffective to wipe out the sins of men committedier the old
covenant and to inaugurate the fellowship promigeder the new."

Our redemption was purchased by the blood of Chtiste. He died for us to pay our sin debt to the
righteousness of God. "In Him we have redemptioaugh His blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses,
according to the riches of His grace" (Ephesiai3. 1t is Christ "in whom we have redemption, the
forgiveness of sins" (Colossians 1:14).

Jesus told His disciples on the night before Hetldat the Passover meal, "This is My blood of the
covenant, which is poured out for many for forgiees of sins" (Matthew 26:28). The apostle Paul spdk
Him as, "Christ our Passover also has been sallficl Corinthians 5:7). We are going to spendnéieim
heaven singing praise to the Lamb. "And they sangvasong, saying, “Worthy are You to take the bao#
to break its seals; for You were slain, and pureddsr God with Your blood men from every tribe dodgue
and people and nation” (Revelation 5:9).

The Perfect Sacrifice (Hebrews 9:23-28)

"Therefore it was necessary for the copies of liregs in the heavens to be cleansed with thesehbut
heavenly things themselves with better sacrifibas tthese. For Christ did not enter a holy placdawath
hands, a mere copy of the true one, but into hedself, now to appear in the presence of God fHmor was
it that He would offer Himself often, as the highest enters the holy place year by year with blthad is not
his own. Otherwise, He would have needed to sufften since the foundation of the world; but noweat
the consummation of the ages He has been manifespad away sin by the sacrifice of Himself. And
inasmuch as it is appointed for men to die onceadt®i this comes judgment, so Christ also, habiegn
offered once to bear the sins of many, will ap@esecond time for salvation without reference o @ those
who eagerly await Him" (Hebrews 9:23-28).

Christ is in heaven interceding on our behalf. simithe heavenly sanctuary, heaven itself, whidweers
all of the symbolism of the earthly Holy of Holidde is in the actual presence of God, not a syra&bli
presence. He is face to face with God as our fyiespresentative.

The fact that Christ is in heaven indicates thatd#crifice for sin has been accepted, and ourasrbeen
put away once for all, forever.



What the animal sacrifices signified Christ's damiactually achieved. The blood of Christ fulbtisfied
God's holy wrath against sin. In all of these pgssdhe word blood equals death. It is the sa@ifatoning
death of Christ that saves, cleanses, atones fains, redeems and propitiates the wrath of Gaslblbod
was poured out, a violently death occurred. Higdldripped to the ground. Like the cross, the blobdesus
is a graphic way of saying He died for me on thessr Christ rose from the dead and presented Himsel
heaven as proof of His atoning sacrifice being paxeby a holy God. Christ did not repeat the atgni
sacrifice for sin in heaven. It was a once anddog time sacrifice of Christ on the cross thaesasinners. The
eternal virtue of that sacrifice was accepted by @& Father. The proof of it is the resurrectibhbrist and
His presence in heaven. When Christ offered ugifdi$o God as a sacrifice for our sins, He accasiad
once and for all sacrifice for sin. He fulfilledetllype of the slaying of the sacrificial victim,dathe presenting
of His blood in the Holy of Holies. "It is finishé&choes down through eternity. "We have beentsemt
through the offering of the body of Jesus Christeofor all.”

Every aspect of the Day of Atonement has beenlladfin Christ's sacrifice. The sacrifice of Chiisthe
focus of salvation history. Everything in the Oldstament pointed to it; everything in the New ielipreted
by it. William R. Newell said, "All previous agesd up to this; all succeeding ages are governddigy All
of the Old Testament sacrifices were a pale copgh@feality of the one true sacrifice—the saceifa¢ Christ.
The only priest and the only sacrifice that can eéth our sins and open a way into the presendd@aif is the
all sufficient sacrifice of Christ.

How were the people of the old covenant saved?s@hee way we are. Their justification was grounated i
the atoning sacrifice of Christ on the cross. Ghsishe Lamb of God slain from the foundationlod world.
The apostle Peter wrote, "knowing that you wereradeemed with perishable things like silver ordgobm
your futile way of life inherited from your foretagrs, but with precious blood, as of a lamb unbéed and
spotless, the blood of Christ” (1 Peter 1:18-1%ef€ never has been any other way to be savedOlthe
Testament saints looked forward by faith to thdgmtrsacrifice, just as we look back by faith tattkame
sacrifice.

The sin debt of every believing sinner has beed pafull. His death is the expiation for all whais$t in
Him alone for their salvation.

Christ appears in the presence of God for us rnight. His priesthood is everlasting. He always litees
make intercession for us.

We will have a favorable verdict because Chrigtiseaven. He is face to face with God intercedargis.

Jesus Christ appeared the first time to deal withson problem. He died in our place on the crbsnow
appears on our behalf in heaven based on thatfming. We look forward to His next appearing &émel full
vindication of our salvation.

This passage of Scripture sets forth clearly thekweb Christ on our behalf. What is your personal
relationship with Christ? Have you put your faithHim as your Savior? This passage makes cleatittisat
faith alone in the saving work of Christ that saussif you died today and stood before the LORDRI @iod He
said to you, why should I allow you into My heavaifat would you say? How would you answer Him?

Many people will say | believe in Christ. The Stues clearly teach it is in Christ alone that save. | ask
individuals to fill in this equation. Faith in Chtiplus what is salvation? Faith in Christ plusrchu
membership. No. Faith in Christ plus baptism. NatlFin Christ plus good works. No. Faith in Chpétis my
religious experiences. No. Faith in Christ plus t#hdothing. Absolutely nothing. "For by grace yavha been
saved through faith; and that not of yourselvess, the gift of God; not as a result of works, sattno one may
boast" (Ephesians 2:8-9). You can take these wairttee apostle Paul and ask the same questionsb{Fo
grace you are saved through ...." What? Baptism, gam#ts, the church membership, etc. It is nondesé.
We are saved by grace alone, through faith aloizhist alone. "For by grace you are saved thrdagh" in
Jesus Christ alone. Don't be deceived by somedimgtgou are saved by faith in Christ plus someghelse.



The Old Testament priest laying his hands on tlzel led the animal sacrifice is vivid of our layingrdhands
of faith upon the head of our one perfect sacrifiesus Christ who died on our behalf. We are shyddith in
Him, and in Him alone.

The sacrifice of Jesus Christ has purchased otmateedemption. Jesus gave His life for us. He widisng
to lay it down. What a contrast His death is toahenals whose lives were taken to fulfill a lane khew what
He was doing when He made His decision to diesgatitution for us. Jesus knew what He was dand,
everything in His life was under His control.

This is why the apostle Peter could conclude orf@$ermons saying: "And there is salvation irone
else; for there is no other name under heaverntieabeen given among men by which we must be s@ets
4:12).
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