


Isaiah 53:10-12 The Divine Satisfaction

"The LORD" is the emphasis. The Servant was not caught up in evil circumstances. What was the pleasure 
of the LORD? His purpose in the suffering of His Servant was "the justification of many" (v. 11). God was at 
work accomplishing His eternal purpose. John R. Sampey observed, "The Servant's death, far from being an 

Servant. In the New Testament, the cross of Christ is central. Both 
Testaments reinforce the master theme of the Bible. Moreover, the Song of 
the Suffering Servant finds its fulfillment only in the person and work of 
Jesus Christ as our redeemer.  

It is interesting that the history of Jewish interpretation of this passage was 
centered on the Messianic interpretation until the time of Aben Ezra about 
1150 AD. Almost all Christian expositors took the same view as early Jewish 
expositors until the nineteenth century. Later Jews abandoned the earlier 
traditional interpretation because of the Christian belief that Jesus Christ is 
the fulfillment of this great song of the Suffering Servant. I find no reason to 
accept modified contemporary Jewish theories and abandon the historical 
belief that Jesus Christ fulfills this great song.  

This magnificent passage in Isaiah is the grandest and most profound 
revelation of the LORD God in the Old Testament. God has revealed 
through His prophet centuries ahead of time that salvation will be 
accomplished through the vicarious sacrifice of His Servant.  

But the LORD was pleased
To crush Him, putting Him to grief;
If He would render Himself as a guilt offering,
He will see His offspring,
He will prolong His days,
And the good pleasure of the LORD will prosper in His hand.  

It was no accident, and God was not caught by surprise when His Servant 
was crushed and put to grief. It was Yahweh's eternal plan for redemption of 
Israel. There was no hostile intent, but only a righteous God dealing with the 
transgressions of His people. The emphasis Isaiah makes is God did it. It was 
the LORD's will to "crush" His Servant. The depth of His suffering, as we 
have seen, has been horrifying.  

"The LORD was pleased to crush Him; putting Him to grief" catches us by 
surprise and shocks the mind until we remember in verse six he wrote, "the 
LORD has caused the iniquity of us all to fall on Him." God is the author. 
God was in control, not the Jewish religious leaders and the Romans 
soldiers. They wicked men could accomplish their evil deed only as the 
sovereign God allowed them. The LORD was in control of both the death 
and the resurrection of Jesus.  

The only adequate answer to the question of why God did it is found in John 
3:16. "For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten son, that 
whoever believes in Him should not perish, but have eternal life." God was 
pleased because His purpose on behalf of sinful man was achieved. 
Reconciliation with God was accomplished in the bruising of Jesus.  
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work accomplishing His eternal purpose. John R. Sampey observed, "The Servant's death, far from being an 
accident, was in Jehovah's plan for human redemption."  

The expression "the LORD was pleased" is not the idea of some sadistic, demonic mind getting profound joy 
at inflicting punishment on an innocent person. Reconciliation with sinful man was achieved. He was pleased 
to accomplish peace in the midst of enmity. It is the pleasure that comes from seeing the matter through and 
accomplishing reconciliation and the resultant peace.  

God was pleased to bruise Him painfully in the crushing, and "putting Him to grief." The results of the 
crushing is deep sorrow, and plunging into extreme distress.  

In verse ten the tenses of the verbs suddenly changes. The prophet now has his eyes set on the future. What 
has been viewed as accomplished still remains in some sense to be done “when He shall make a trespass 
offering.”    

The sacrifice is offered up to God, not by God. "Although the Lord does bring about the death of the 
Servant, He is not the Offerer." The Servant offers Himself as the sacrifice. He is both the Great High Priest 
and the substitutionary sacrifice for the sins of the people. In verse twelve the Servant receives the reward for 
faithful obedience. His whole life of obedience, which reaches the climax in death, is the sacrifice. He was 
obedient to death, a substitutionary death for the guilty sinner.  

Asham is a "guilt offering." It is an expiatory sacrifice because it makes atonement for sins. The very life of 
the Suffering Servant will be made a vicarious propitiatory sacrifice that turns away the wrath of God.  

The sacr
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Isaiah 53:10-12 The Divine Satisfaction

God is vindicated by each individual who places his trust in the Servant. The Servant is not only vindicated, 
but satisfied when a guilty sinner comes to Him and received cleansing in His precious blood. He sees His 
seed, the travail of His soul and is satisfied.  

What was God's purpose in the suffering of His Servant? "He will see His offspring, He will prolong His 
days, and the good pleasure of the LORD will prosper in His hand." He shall prolong His day––eternally. He 
will die and rise again and He will see the results that He will accomplish. God will bless it eternally. The 
apostle Paul writes in Philippians 1:6, "For I am confident of this very thing, that He who began a good work 
in you will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus.  

"He will see His offspring" because He will rise from the dead. His spiritual seed consists of every individual 
down through the ages who has believed on Him as their substitute. The resurrection of Jesus Christ proves 
the divine satisfaction of His vicarious substitutionary sacrifice. God saw it and was satisfied.  

"He will see His offspring" only because He gave Himself as the expiatory sacrifice for sin. It will be a great 
multitude that no man can number (Revelation 5:9; 7:9). There can be no seed without redemption having 
taken place. Without the substitutionary atonement there can be no seed.  

The Servant will see His "offspring," literally "seed." That would be impossible if He died and remained dead. 
But if He should rise from the dead, "He will see His seed." Isaiah says, death will not hold the Servant. As a 
living person He will see His seed and rejoice in the prosperity of the good pleasure of the LORD.  

"He will prolong His days" reminds us of the resurrection of Jesus Christ. He rose form the dead to enjoy an 
unending resurrection life. He is "alive forevermore" (Revelation 1:18). Jesus said, "I am the first and the last, 
and the living One; and I was dead, and behold, I am alive forevermore, and I have the keys of death and 
Hades" (1:17b-18).  

He is the Eternal One, without beginning and end who died as a sacrifice for our transgressions and rose form 
the dead and now lives forevermore. Because He lives, He has all power and authority over life and death for 
all eternity.  

He will live many years. Longevity for the Jewish people meant God's favor and blessings upon them. God 
will bless His Servant who will live eternally. It is probably a reflection of other Messianic passages (2 
Samuel 7:13, 16; Psalm 89:3-4). Christ is the eternal King on the throne of David (Psalm 132:12).  

Isaiah has in view the unending resurrection life of our Lord.  

"And the good pleasure of the LORD will prosper in His hand." It will happen through His "seed" as they go 
and make disciples of all nations (Matthew 28:18-20). The redeemed "will prosper in His hand." There will be 
spiritual growth and the "seed" will bear fruit.  

God's eternal purpose of redemption will be fully accomplished by His divine Servant. "This is My beloved 
Son in whom I am well pleased." When Jesus cried, "It is finished!" God saw it and was satisfied.  

The expression "His hand" suggests the mediatorial and high priestly work and exercise of power and 
authority over the kingdom of God. Only the risen Jesus Christ has such power and authority. The kingdom 
of God will "prosper in His hand" means it will reach its successful conclusion and accomplish God's goal. He 
will be satisfied because He will prosper it.  

By personal faith many will see His eternal purpose in Christ's suffering and be justified. They will believe on 
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By personal faith many will see His eternal purpose in Christ's suffering and be justified. They will believe on 
Him and He will declare them righteous in His sight, therefore, God will have accomplished His purpose.  

THE PLEASURE IN THE DIVINE SATISFACTION (v. 11) 

What exceeding pleasure Christ will have in seeing the results of His sacrifice in the untold multitudes who 
will respond to Him. God is gathering to Himself a people redeemed by His grace through faith alone in the 
redemption provided by the suffering Substitute.  

As a result of the anguish of His soul,
He will see it and be satisfied;
By His knowledge the Righteous One,
My Servant, will justify the many,
As He will bear their iniquities.  

God is the speaker, just as in the beginning of the song (52:13).  

No person or event down through history can be compared to what the LORD's Servant accomplished. We 
have witnessed 2,000 years of those benefits worldwide.  

What will He see? "The anguish of His soul." He will look back upon that grief and suffering and be satisfied. 
Well done My good and faithful Son! Redemption has been accomplished.  

He will see with "abundant satisfaction" and be fully satisfied at the success of the divine work.  

It is unparalleled success. It is a job perfectly done. He will see many comi
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