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John 14:6-9
Jesus is the Way, the Truth and the Life

Jesus Christ is the power of God and the wisdom of God (1 Cor. 1:23-24). He is not one of an infinite
number of waysto God; He isthe way, the truth and the life. In John 14:6 Jesus said, “| am the way, the
truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father, but through Me.” That is*probably the most exclusive
statement ever made by anyone.” It is the greatest offense in our modern age of tolerance. But the truth
remains. “And there is salvation in no one elsg; for there is no other name under heaven that has been given
among men by which we must be saved” (Acts4:12). The world outside of Chrigt hatesthat statement. The
truth isJesusis Lord (cf. Phil. 2:8-11). “For there is one God, and one mediator also between God and men,
the man Christ Jesus’ (1 Tim. 2:5).

Jesus made this statement with a sense of supreme authority on the night before His death. Thisis one of the
seven great “1 am” statements in the Gospel of John. Jesus directs the thoughts of the disciplesto Himself.
Heis*“the way, the truth, and the life.” He answers to our greatest needs in life, and He can do that because
Heisthe®l AM.” “I mysalf (I with strong emphasis) am theway.” With the“l am” thereisthe emphatic
emphasis, “I and | alone, | and no other” am the way, and the truth, and the life. The “way” isthe meansto
God the Father. Heisthe only Way. Only thisONE WAY takes usto the Father, and thisway isaunique
person.

The highest occupation for the Christian is Jesus Christ and an increasing persona knowledge of Him. Jesus
istheway to the Father; Heis the truth incarnate and He is the life to all who believe on Him.

OUR GREATEST NEED

We arein the desperate need in our day for “the truth” in the place of religious ignorance and error. Jesus
gives us a perfect revelation of the LORD God.

Moreover, we are alienated from God because of our sin, and we need the perfect way into His holy presence.
Thereis away which seemsright to aman, but its end is the way of death” (Prov. 14:12). “The wages of sin
isdeath . ..” (Rom. 6:23a). However, thereisaway to God through the person of Jesus Christ. “He who has
seen Me,” Jesus said, “ has seen the Father.”

We are dead in our trespasses and sins, and He alone gives us eternal life
instead of death. Our fallen parents beget fallen children. When Adam sinned
he became alienated from God and tried to hide himself. After believing the
devil’slie he was no longer capable of perceiving the truth, he no loner had
gpiritual life because God'slaw was strictly enforced. The Bible says, “In the
day you eat thereof you shall surely die.”
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day you eat thereof you shall surely die.”

All three of these needs are perfectly met by Jesus Christ. Are you alienated
from God because of your sins and trespasses? Jesusis the way. Areyou in the
need of absolute spiritua truth, without any mixture of error? Jesusis the
truth. Are you dead spiritually? Jesus is the life, and He gives eternal life.

In the preceding versesin John 14 the disciples were in a state of shock
because Jesus had just told them that they could not follow where He is going.
They were troubled because Jesus was talking about His death. They were
agitated like water in a pot on a hot stove. Jesus told them that He is preparing
aplace in heaven. He is the means of bringing them to heaven to be with His
Father. Heis going ahead of them and will prepare a permanent resting place
for His people when they arrive one by one, or when He comes at His Second
Coming in glory.

Keep clearly in mind the one who is speaking is headed to the cross on the
next day. Y et, thereis not the dightest doubt in Jesus’ words. “If it were not
so, | would have told you.” | go to prepare a permanent place for you.
Absolute certainty is written all over the passage. The disciples and every
believer will be with Jesus one day. Here is the greatest assurance that the
believer will be with HisLord. If we follow Him we will cometo where He is.
Our destination isto be with Him in heaven.

One of Hisdisciples, Thomas, wanted Jesus to make it absolutely clear. How
can they know the way? It seems so important to Him (v. 5).

Jesus has been teaching His disciplesthat Heis going back to be with the
Father (13:3; 16:5, 10, 17). Now He speaks of the way to God because He not
only showstheway, Heisthe only way to the Father.

JESUS IS THE WAY

Jesusis not only the way; He isthe only way to the Father. Man istotally
ruined in sin, and his only hope in aright relationship with God is through the
atonement of Jesus Christ. The solution to our problem is a personal
relationship with Christ. Jesus said, “It is enough that you know Me.”

Our sin problem

Our problem iswe are lost spiritually. We are like dumb foolish sheep that have wandered away into spiritual
wilderness and have lost our way. Without Jesus Christ we are wanderers.

We aretotally ruined by sin and are in a state of depravity. We feel guilty because we are guilty. We arein
tota ruinin God' s sight. We are not dightly tarnished by sin; we are dead, lost, condemned, unclean,
alienated, totaly depraved. We cannot influence on our part aright relationship with God. The only way we
can have aright relationship with Him is by His grace. Because of our spiritual state we cannot fix ourselves.
We are sinners. That isnot an excuse or a cop-out. It is aredlity. We are spiritually dead and lost.

Enter by the blood
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Enter by the blood

“Therefore, brethren, snce we have confidence to enter the holy place by the blood of Jesus, by anew and
living way which He inaugurated for usthrough the veil, that is, His flesh, and since we have a great priest
over the house of God, let us draw near with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts
sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water” (Heb. 10:19-22).

The only way back to God is by way of the cross of Jesus Christ. He is not merely a spiritual guide who came
to show sinnersthe path in which they ought to travel. He is Himself the Way to the Father. Thereis no other
way because Jesus Christ is the only person who can ded with our sin problem. The sinless, spotless Lamb of
God took our sins upon Himself and died for us. He is our substitute. He died in our place. All our sinswere
laid on Him, and He paid our death penalty. The Bibletells us, “The wages of sinisdeath.” Christ died our
death, so He could give us eterna life. Jesus went to the cross and died for you and me. Our debt ispaid in
full. He bore in His own body the wrath of God for us. He was our substitute, and by His atoning sacrifice
He removed the guilt and punishment of our sin forever. Thisiswhy Heisour only way into the holy
presence of God.

Because of Hisdeath on the cross God can now remove the believing sinner’ssin “asfar as the east isfrom
thewest” (Ps. 103:12); i.e., infinity. He has placed them behind His back and can no longer see them (Isa.
38:17). He has cast them out of our reach “into the depths of the sea” (Micah 7:19). Our sins are forgiven
(Col. 2:13), forgotten (Heb. 10:17), and removed forever (Ps. 103:12).

The perfect way

Jesusin not only your only way; Heisthe perfect way into God's presence. We have a perfect position with
God the Father. C. H. Spurgeon preached, “ God’ s grace comesin and says to my soul, ‘ Thou hast sinned; but
did not Jesus come to save sinners? Thou art not saved because thou art righteous; for Christ died for the
ungodly.” And my faith says, ‘ Though | have sinned, | have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the
righteous, and though | am guilty, yet by grace | am saved and | am a child of God still.” . . . “How could |
ever sin against my God who is so good to me? Now | will overcomethat sin;’ and | get strong to fight with
sin through the conviction that | am God's child.”

Jesus has opened the way into God' s presence and that way is never closed for the believer. He provides
perfect reconciliation with God (2 Cor. 5:18-19), and He has committed to us the ministry of reconciliation
(v. 20), because of His matchless grace (v. 21).

Jesusis the way, and He has come to you. There isnothing to do, except believe on Him. Y ou receive Him
by faith.

Jesus not only shows men the way; He isthe way. No man comesto the Father other than by way of Jesus.
Asthe“way” Jesusisthe only link between God and sinful man. To know Jesusisto know the Father. John
1:18 says, “No one has seen God at any time; the only begotten God who isin the bosom of the Father, He
has explained Him.” God cannot be seen in the literd sense. He is spirit (4:24). The Jewish people would
count it asan article of faith that no man has seen God at any time. But to know Jesus fully isto "see" the
heavenly Father. Hisfollowersrealy know God in an intimate personal experience.

No other way

Inour day it is so radical because everyone wantsto worship many gods. Everyone wantsto think there are
many ways to God, but there is not. There is only one way and that is by way of the cross of Jesus Christ.
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many ways to God, but thereis not. Thereis only one way and that is by way of the cross of Jesus Christ.

Jesus Christ spans the infinite distance between God and the sinner. It isimpossible for sinful man to
manufacture aladder to climb up to God through prayers, tears, penitence, resolutions, rededication, self-
help, pop-psychology, and etc. “ There is away which seemsright to aman, but itsend is the way of death”
(Prov. 14:12). The sinner could not go to God, but God in the person of His Son came down to sinners, and
Heisour only way to the Father. Heis the way to the Father in heaven.

| remember reading a story in the news about aferryboat that capsized at Zeberuze.

A bank official who stretched his 6'3" frame into a human bridge and saved 20 people emerged Monday as
one of the heroes of the Zebruze ferry disaster.

A group of passengers Stting in the corner of the vessel, were cut off from the safety of a small island of

metal by a 6 ft. wide cascade of water that rushed in after the ferry turned over on itsside. It wastoo big for
people to jump across. One of the men told reporters, "l just made sort of a bridge with my body." Hiswife
said, "l wasthe first one to climb acrossand | stepped on hisback. . . | was petrified!" Another passenger
said, "When you climbed on him you had to jump and the floor was dippery with water. All the peoplein our
corner over there got over through his human bridge. Otherwise we couldn't have gotten over across that
space."

Once across the gap the 20 people reached the small island of safety to which the rescuers had thrown arope.

The man who used himself as the bridge said he stayed behind for about an hour and half helping people
climb the rope to safety. People were screaming. "My daughter thought she was going to die." She said,
"Mommy, if | did something wrong, | didn't meanto doit."

That iswhat Christ did for you and me. He built the bridge with His body on the Cross. Asthe Son of God
He could span the extremes of man's sinfulness and God's righteousness and offers to us the hope of
forgiveness and eternal life. There is only one avenue to God. He alone can lead us to Himself.

JESUS IS THE TRUTH

Jesus Christ isthefull, final and complete revelation of God. Jesus isthe truth. “1 myself am the truth.” “1 and
| alone, and no one else am the truth.” Jesusis the actual embodiment of the truth. He isthe authoritative
representative and revealer of God. He hears what the Father says and doeswhat the Father tells Him to do
(5:19; 8:29). Y ou can paraphrase John 14:6, “1 am the way that reveals the truth (about God) and giveslife
(to people).”

Confused world

Jesus Christ isthe very redity of al God’s grace toward us sinners. Grace and truth could not merely be
given. It actually came through the living person of Jesus Christ.

Y ou don’'t need a free book from the cults, or a*“ corrected” verson of the King James Bible from the cults.
Adam believed the devil’slie, and men gill believeit to thisday. The reason is because fallen man has his
gpiritual senses darkened. The apostle Paul said, “being darkened in their understanding, excluded from the
life of God because of the ignorance that isin them, because of the hardness of their heart” (Eph. 4:18). The
truth isfound in the person of Jesus Christ. He isthe truth. AsHe reved s the Father He exposes our sn and
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truth isfound in the person of Jesus Christ. Heisthe truth. AsHe reveas the Father He exposes our sn and
unbelief, for “in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge” (Col. 2:3).

Men have exchanged the truth about God for alie (Rom. 3:7; 15:8; 1:25). But the very truth of God resides
in Christ. Heis“full of grace and truth” (John 1:14), and is the source of grace and truth to men (v. 17).
Truthis God's very redlity revealing itself in Jesus. Truth is knowledge of God through Jesus Christ (John
8:31f). To havethe Truth isto have eternal life (17:3).

God of truth

Have you humbled yourself and bowed down before Him who is the Truth—eternal Truth? The emphasisin
this great statement isnot just truth as opposed to alie, reality as opposed to mereilluson, but His
faithfulness, reliability, trustworthiness, sureness. Jesus Christ is the "God of truth” (Ps. 31:5; Isa. 65:16).
Absolute truth is characteristic of God, and it is only as we know God that we know truth. It includesthe
complete reliability and the complete integrity of God. He will certainly act in accordance with the highest
conceivable integrity and righteousness.

Without Christ men are under the power and influence of the devil, who isthe father of lies. Chrit, on the
other hand, is Himself the truth about God. “He that has seen Me has seen the Father.” Without Christ men
are without truth and are ill in their trespasses and sins.

Jesus tdls usthat atrue knowledge of the Father can only be obtained through atrue knowledge of the Son.
“If you had known Me, you would have known My Father also; from now on you know Him, and have seen
Him” (John 14:7). If the Son istruly known, the Father is truly known. We can know the Father in so much
aswe know the Son, and no farther. “ Christ was more than an appearance of God; He was "God made in
flesh." He was the Only-begotten, who fully declared Him. He isthe God-man. He is full human and fully
God.

Truth incarnate

The emphasisison the fact that you can know Him so clearly that it may be said you see Him. The work of
the Holy Spirit isto take the things of Christ and show them to the believer. The disciple of Jesus, Philip said
to Him, “Lord, show usthe Father, and it is sufficient for us’ (v. 8). Jesus said, “He that has seen Me has
seen the Father” (v. 9). In seeing Jesus Philip is seeing God. He isthe One in whom God can be found
because Heisthe end and the god. There is no use looking anywhere else. The truth is“l and the Father are
one” (10:30, 38).

Philip said, “Show usthe Father.” Christ replied, “Have you not known Me, Philip?” “Philip, don’t you know
who | am?’ What Philip desired wasright there before his eyes. The glorious revelation of God was right
there before him. The Word, made flesh, was tabernacling Himself before men, and His glory was “the glory
of the only-begotten of the Father” (John 1:14, 18). Asthe apostle Paul declared, “He was the visible image
of theinvisible God” (Col. 1:16). “For it was the Father’ s good pleasure for all the fullnessto dwell in Him,
and through Him to reconcile al thingsto Himself, having made peace through the blood of His cross;
through Him, | say, whether things on earth or thingsin heaven” (vv. 19-20). “For in Him dl the fullness of
Deity dwellsin bodily form” (2:9).

In John 14:10-11, Jesus explains and illustrates further: “Do you not believe that | amin the Father, and the
Father isin Me? Thewordsthat | say to you | do not speak on My own initiative, but the Father abiding in
Me does Hisworks. Believe Methat | am in the Father and the Father isin Me; otherwise believe because of
the works themselves.” Christ wasin the Father and the Father wasin Him. Thiswas the most perfect and
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