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Chr ist Pre-eminent 
  
Above all earthly kings or lords,  
The first born from the dead,  
Superior in all distinctions  
Displays his Father’s love.  
 
By cradle and the cross, now risen,  
But now exalted in glorification, 
Unveiling the Father and his love 
To suffering sinners for eternity. 
 
With a message of grace and peace, 
A royal destiny with access to the 
Almighty God, an everlasting 
Kingdom abiding for ever. 
 
Through the Son the Father speaks 
Let us hear him who reveals his  
Coming, judgment and assurance 
Who has come, who is, and is to come. 
 



John the Apostle 
 
John the aged and honored was  
Banished from Ephesus to Patmos  
For denying emperor worship,  
And for saying, Jesus is Lord. 
 
While on the Isle of Patmos,  
He suffered scorn, hatred and  
Hard labor, a partaker in tribulation  
With is brothers in Asia Minor. 
  
But he was in the hands of One  
Who stills the tumults of the people  
As well as the waves of the sea that  
Beat upon the rocky coast of Patmos. 
  
I  was in the Spirit on the Lord’s day,  
Sunday the first day of the Christian  
Week, commemorating the risen and  
Glorified Savior when he heard and saw. 
 
 



A Grotesque Figure 
 
Through symbolism we see the  
Full meaning of the vision and  
Assurance of God’s blessings.  
There stood the triumphant Christ.     

In humanness of our Lord’s Person,  
Amidst the glory that surrounds Him,  
We are to think of him as a man;  
But what a man! What a  figure! 

Attired in a robe, hair White as wool.  
His eyes like blazing fire. His feet  
Like bronze glowing in a furnace  
And a voice of rushing water. 

Holding seven stars, out of his mouth  
Came a sharp double-edged sword.  
His face was like the sun.  
What an intriguing figure! 

He was clothed as a priest and king.  
His white hair meant holiness,  
The fiery eyes symbolized penetrating  
Vision. Bronzed feet symbolize strength. 

The voice; authority over people  
And nations. His face like the sun  
Refers to his majesty. The stars are  
Pastors; Lamp-stands the churches.  

 



The Living Chr ist 
  

A living, holy, majestic, omniscient,  
Authoritative, powerful Christ stands  
In the midst of the churches, and  
Holds their destiny in his hand. 

And says stop fearing, I  am the  
Living One; I  was dead. And behold  
I  am alive forever and ever! And I   
Hold the keys of death and the grave. 

 
One should not fear to go any place  
Where Christ holds the key. We may  
Be persecuted, but He is still our king.  
Christ is alive and in control. 

This glorified Christ dominates the  
Movement of the entire book of  
Of Revelation. Christ, the redeeming  
Lamb, is the victor in every sense. 

 
 



The Church at Ephesus 
 

Ephesus was a city of culture, 
A famed center of pagan  
Worship and the ancient Temple 
Of Artemis known everywhere. 

But Christ Jesus, omnipotent and 
Omnipresent, was aware of the  
Church in Ephesus which received 
Praise, complaint and promise.  

She had been active and loyal to 
To the Faith, but in time had lost her 
First Love; love for God and each  
Other while fighting over doctrine. 

Many churches have lost their  
Pristine purity and love while 
Scrapping and needling over 
Strict doctrinal concerns. 

They had fallen, and the journey 
Back was to repent and do the things 
They did at first, or they will die out. 
Churches can be half-dead and live. 

The risen Christ makes a great 
Promise to those who overcome; 
They enter into the blessedness 
Of the righteous kingdom of God. 



The Poor  Rich Church   
  
The Smyrna Church by persecution  
Lost all their material possessions, 
But Christ brings encouragement  
And declares, They are rich. 

The Jews in the city daily  
Taunted the church because  
They hated Christianity, and  
The persecution was great. 

Christ said, I  know the slander  
Of those who say they are Jews  
And are not, but are a synagogue  
Of Satan; the Devil’s people. 

While this church suffered a deluge  
Of temptation to renounce their  
Religion, they remained loyal  
And faithful to their blessed Lord. 

If they continue faithful even to the  
Point of death, the Lord will give  
Them the crown of life. Death is  
Not to be feared. 

The unbeliever dies to face another death. 
A believer dies and finds eternal life.  

 



Hell’s Headquar ters 
 

The city of Pergamum was the  
Headquarters for emperor worship,  
And therefore unrelenting in the  
Persecution of Christians. 

The church is commended for  
Honoring Christ as their  Lord  
Rather than saying Caesar is lord.  
It was a real test of loyalty. 

But the teaching of Balaam, making  
Material gain at the cost of spiritual  
Loss, and there was emperor worship  
Plus the heresy of Nicolaitans. 

The Lord comes with the sword of  
Mouth; keen and accurate judgment  
On the ones who deal with false  
Teachers and their iniquity. 

Christ warns the church to repent of  
It’s toleration of sin. In overcoming,  
I will give them hidden manna and  
A white stone with a new name written. 



Wait for  the Morning Star  
 

The same heresy at Pergamum  
Affected the church at Thyatira.  
The Lord with piercing eyes like 
A flame of fire speaks to the church. 

He sees the services rendered  
To God, their faith, love, fidelity, 
Patience and for progress in their  
Work since their beginning. 

The church is growing in grace, 
But the Lord has a complaint for 
They harbor one guilty of heresy 
Suffering the woman Jezebel. 

This corrupt woman was misleading 
Christians and seducing them to 
Fornication and breaking vows with  
God. She will meet destruction. 

The true church is not guilty of heresy, 
But they condone it. Overcoming,  
The morning star, Jesus Christ, will  
Guide in the dark hours of trials. 

The heathen element clouded the sky 
But the clouds shall disappear and Jesus 
And the church shall shine together with  
It’s peaceful light forever. 



Sardis: Dead or  Alive? 
 

There was little to commend and 
Much to complain. I  know your deeds; 
You have a reputation of being alive, 
But you are dead. Wake up! 

There was no life, no real zeal, but  
Organization. Someone has said, there 
Are few things better organized than 
Graveyards. Christ said they were dead. 
  
Their deeds were not complete in 
In the sight of God, and they must  
Obey and repent. If not, I will come 
Like a thief in a time you know not. 

However, there was a faithful  
Nucleus who had not defiled 
Their garments. The  faithful were  
To be arrayed in white garments. 

Those who overcome will be given 
White robes as a symbol of purity. 
There names will never be blotted 
From the book of life. 



The Church with an Open Door  
    

The Lord King, Jesus Christ, holds  
The keys to the kingdom of God. 
Which means the keys of power 
To open the Lord’s house for refuge. 

Philadelphia, a small church, had 
Little power and influence, but 
It had an open door as a refuge for 
Saving sinners from spiritual death.. 

They had not denied his name Jesus 
Christ which meant savior, God’s 
Anointed one. They had been faithful. 
But warned; to keep their crown. 

Hold fast to His name, his word, 
His patience, his promise to return. 
Hear what I  say, I  am coming soon. 
The Lord will admit her to His house. 

And he will make her a pillar in His 
Father’s house. Jesus dies no more, 
And they who have born His cross  
Shall wear the crown of victory.  



The Church with a Closed Door  
 

Of the seven churches there is nothing 
Good said about Laodicea. Their 
Spirituality was lethargic. I  know 
Your deeds; Neither hot nor cold. 

With your attitude of indifference,  
 I  will  spit you out of my mouth. 
A tepid church is the most difficult. It 
Is easier to deal with a frozen church. 

They were proud, arrogant, rich, and 
Therefore had need of nothing. You  
Say I  am rich, but you are wretched, 
Pitiful poor, blind and naked. 

Spiritually, they were poverty stricken. 
But didn’ t know it. Blind but knew it not. 
Naked and cared not. Christ stood knocking 
And calling, but the door was closed. 

He that overcomes will sit with me 
In my Father’s house. He who has 
An ear, let him hear what the  
Spirit says to the churches.  



The Glor y of God 
 

Now comes the echo of the majestic 
Tread of the conquering Christ as He 
Marches in triumph through the ages, 
And now swings open a celestial door. 

John sees the glory and majesty of 
God sitting on a throne appearing in 
Jasper, pure white, and carnelian, blood red 
Symbolizing holiness and righteousness. 

A rainbow giving hope, and Twenty-four  
Elders on thrones symbolized comfort 
For persecuted Christians facing 
Cruel and imminent death. 

From the throne came flashes of lightning, 
Rumblings and peals of thunder which shows 
God’s displeasure at the enemies of the cross. 
The seven lights refer to the Holy Spirit. 

These visions brought fresh courage 
To churches. Though the enemies 
Of the Cross might rage, and heresy rife, 
Yet there was hope because God reigns. 

 



Glor y to God the Creator  

 

This section gives glory to God 
From created beings. Redemption 
Has not appeared in the drama. 
It is unapproachable majesty. 

The crystal sea before the throne 
Bars the way to God. It symbolizes  
The transcendence of God. In 
Revelation 21:1 the sea is no more. 

And Christians are in direct fellowship 
With God. The persecuted Christians 
Were separated from God, but this 
Was not always to be. 

The four living creatures around the 
Throne, means all God’s creatures 
Are worshipping him. They are ever 
Watchful to praise and adore Him. 

Day and night they never stop saying, 

            Holy, holy, holy 

     Is the Lord God Almighty, 

Who was, and is, and is to come. 

 



The Song of Creation 
 

The praise is twofold. First the 
Living creatures speak of glory 
And honor, and thanks unto the 
Sovereign eternal God. 

Then the twenty-four elders 
Representing redeemed humanity 
Fall before the throne of God, and 
Remove their crowns and praise 

Him for his great creative power. 
You are worthy, our Lord and God, 
 to receive glory and honor and power,    
          for you created all things, 
 and by your will they were created 
          and have their being. 

The invincible sovereign God is the 
Point of emphasis in this chapter. 
Encouragement is given all Christians 
Since God is their defender. 



The Redeeming Lamb 
 

John has seen the throne room of heaven  
Where all creation sang praises to God 
For the power of the Creator who made 
The universe out of nothing. 

John sees the triumphant Christ    
Marching through the ages. The cradle, 
The cross and resurrection are behind. 
He is glorified and worthy of honor. 

A roll is held in God’s strong hand 
Which was written within and without 
“Close sealed.”  It appears the book is 
One of judgment against the sins of men. 

Who is worthy to break the seals 
And open the scroll? No such person 
Can be discovered either in heaven,  
Or on the earth, or  under the ear th. 

And John wept loudly until an elder 
Forbade him to weep longer. For the  
Worthy One, the Lamb, cruelly pierced, 
And in dramatic perfect takes the scroll. 

 



The Redeeming Lamb (2) 
  

In the preceding poem we saw the 
Power of God who created the universe 
Out of nothing. This poem reveals 
The love of God as Redeemer. 

The scroll written without and within, 
Was “close sealed”  and held in God’s 
Strong right hand. But one like a slain 
Lamb came and took the book. 

It appears to be a book of judgments 
Against sinful men. The destiny 
Of men is in the nail-pierced hands 
Of the Lamb who was slain. 

All the inhabitants of heaven shouted 
And praised the Christ as they sang 
A new song.:  

You are worthy to take the scroll 
         and to open it’s seals, 
        because you were slain, 
and with your blood you purchased 
           men for  God…and 
     they will reign on the ear th. 

 



The White Horse of Conquest 
  
Back of all history is God in Christ.  
In this book the hand of Christ opens  
The sealed book of God’s dealings  
With men. The seal denotes ownership. 
  
The mystery of the Revelation 
Has begun to unfold dramatically. 
The first seal is opened by the 
Risen glorified Son of God. 

Appearing on the stage is a  
White horse with his regal rider 
Wearing a crown and a bow in 
His hand which means conquest. 

The rider is to be identified, 
And there are two main views: 
The rider represents Christ, or 
A military conquest. 

Conquest always brings oppression.  
But the vision to the Christian 
Means that victory is coming. In 
God’s hand there is deliverance.  
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